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Dear Friends, 
Welcome to the beginning of year 
seven for WCGS. Your board has care- 
fully considered where we are, where we 
want to be, and how to get there in light 
of the interests, needs and desires of our 





membership. 
President's| Grace Turner has 
Message __ | dusted off her desk 

and is back to full- 


time consulting and gift wrapping. She 
will continue as a regular contributing for 
Trees which is welcome news for us all. 

Joining Grace in that capacity are two 
other researchers. J. Robert Boykin IIL, 
AKA as Bobby to us all, has earned his 
wings with previous publications and a 
just completed stint as assistant to Dr. 
Patrick Valentine on the Episcopalians 
of Wilson County. Bobby has given us 
much in the past and continues to find 
treasures lurking in corners. 

Albert Page of Salt Lake City (born in 
Stantonsburg and raised in Rocky 
STEPHEN LAMM WILL 
Mount) will continue to contribute his 
Outstanding original research materials. 
His work is a significant addition to 
Trees. 

We look forward to a great year. 

Henry Powell 
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January 28 Meeting 


At 7 PM at the Wilson County Library 
meeting room we will be pleased to hear 
from Dr. Patrick Valentine, Wilson 
County Librarian,on his experiences in 
writing the Episcopalians of Wilson 
County. 

Dr. Valentine will describe his sources 
of information and how he located the 
wealth of information contained in this 
important contribution to the local ge- 
nealogical literature. 

This will be a good opportunity to hear 
directly from an experienced researcher 
and to learn some of his techniques. 

The meeting will end with an informal 
open conversation time and a chance to 
get to know Patrick. 








Renewal Time is Here 





Membership in WCGS is on an annual 
basis and includes a subscription to Trees, 
which is published monthly except for July 
and December. 

A ByLaw change was passed by vote of 
the membership last May to increase the 
annual dues to $15 for single membership, 
$20 for a couple, and $8.75 for a junior 
membership. Anyone not renewing will be 
removed from the subscription list at the 
end of January. 

Not only does a membership bring ten 
issues of the newsletter each year, but the 
fees go toward support of other activities 
of the Society such as preparation of pa- 
pers and family histories for the library. 

Help us by keeping your membership. 


Join us for a May Ancestor Ramble in old |OW 


You don't have to work with local family his- 
tory long before you begin to realize that Edge- 
combe/Nash/Wilson history begins in Isle of 
Wight County, Virginia. 

After the local Indian wars ended, migration 
began to our parent counties here. The names of 
the settlers are familiar ... Holland, Fulghum, 
Boykin, Woodard, Peele, Thomas, Edwards, | 
Davis, Johnston, Bridgers and many others. 

On Saturday, May 3, we will journey via mo- 
tor coach northward for a day visiting ancestral 
sites in the original Isle of Wight County, Vir- 
ginia. Better known today as the home of Smith- 
field hams, the original county covered the pre- 
sent counties of Isle of Wight, Sussex , Surrey, 
and Southampton. 

While the itinerary is not complete (we are 
awaiting confirmation on several venues), the 
general plan is to visit places such as Johnson's 
millpond, Fort Boykin, St. Luke's Church where 
Bridgers, Woodard, and Boykin were vestry- | 
men, Chippokes where William Powell came 
across the river from Jamestown and built a 
homestead, still in operation as a seventeenth 
century farm museum. We plan to visit Bacon's 
Castle, home to the Allen family and possibly 
the oldest brick home in Virginia, probably dat- | 
ing from the 1660s, along with its classic Vir- 
ginia gardens. i 
































There will be lots of windshield touring 
(slow down for a look through the bus win- 
dow), and we'll travel down some lovely 
back roads, spotting ancestral home sites as 
We g0. 

Breakfast is included and will be served 
on the bus (Virginia ham biscuits, sweet 
rolls, coffee and juice) immediatly upon our 
departure at 7:30 am. Bring along a picnic 
lunch as we plan an outdoor lunch at Chip- 
pokes on the banks of the James River. 
We'll make a stop for supper along the way 
but can't confirm the location yet - it may be 
a buffet-style restaurant. Our return will be 
around 8 pm. 

We will visit the Isle of Wight Visitors 
Center and Museum in the old courthouse in 
Smithfield, and there are other things 
planned as well. Sounds like a very full day! 

We have room for a maximum of forty 
people and must have a minimum of thirty 
for the trip. Our deadline is April 4 for 
reservations, but we can take late bookings 
if the minimum has been met. 

The cost for the day is $25 per person 
(includes transportation, printed guide, and 
breakfast). Please send in your check to re- 
serve your place - there is a form on page 
twelve - refundable if trip is cancelled. 
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This newsletter is published by the Wilson County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 
27894-0802. Telephone 919-243-1024. Email: 
RWCW75A@prodigy.com 

Trees is published monthly except for December 
and July. An annual index is published as part of 
the March issue. Annual membership is for a cal- 
endar year and includes a subscription to the ten 
issues published each year or issues remaining 
from the date of receipt of payment. Annual mem- 
bership fee is $15. 

Materials of interest to the members of WCGS 
are accepted for publication at the discretion of 
the Editors and should pertain to families with 
connections in Wilson County and its neighboring 
and parent counties. 

Queries are accepted and printed without charge 
from WCGS members; nonmembers should en- 
close a check for $2 for each query submitted. All 
queries should include full name(s), dates and geo- 
graphic location of the person(s) for whom you 
seek information. 

Officers: 

President: Henry Powell 

Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 

Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 

Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese 

Ferrell, Katye Alford 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue 

Powell 

Regular Contributors: Grace Turner, J. Robert 

Boykin III, Albert Page, Sr. 

Committees: 
Queries: Reese Ferrell 
Library Assistance: Joan Howell, 
Janice Sharpe 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Wilson County Genealogical Map: 

Sue Powell 

Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 

Bible Records: Paul Darden 

Programs: Deborah Mitchell, Mary 

Helen Schaubhuth, Carol Forbes 
Please send address, name or information changes 
to WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894. 

The Newsletter is mailed with first-class postage 
to subscribers of record at the date of publication. 
We cannot provide replacement for undelivered 
issues if no address change has been reported. 
Back issues are available for all issues beginning 
with January 1991. See page twelve for order 
form. 
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October 1996 


10A 


The Witson Delly Times, 


Family connections 


Wileon County Genealogical Society 





Questions 


answered 


about three families 


Question: Can you help deter- 
mine the ancestors of my father, 
George Grady Lamm (1911-1943). 
I know that his parents were 
George and Maggie Overman 
Lamm, both buried in the Con- 
tentnea Church cemetery. 

BEL, 
Beaufort 

Answer: We gave information 
on the Lamm family in the March 
column, listing Jacob Lamm 
(1725-1795) of the Spring Hope 
area as the original settler who 
founded the widespread local 
Lamm family. Jacob is your fifth 
great-grandfather. Your specific 
line of descent from him is Isaac 
Thomas (1760-1843), Stephen 
(1795-1859), Solomon (1824-1891), 
Solomon M. (1865-1921), George 
M. (1889-1935), George G. and you. 

Your Lamm ancestors lived 
mostly along the secondary road 
running south from Nashville, 
known in parts as Bailey Road, 
Hornes Church Road, Lamm 
Road, Quaker Road, Healthy 
Plains Road and Lely Road, end- 


. ing at Route 117 near Black Creek. 


Current landmarks on that road 
are several Lamm(’s crossroads, 
Lamm's School (now an antique 
mall) and Hunt High School, sup- 
sedly built on Isaac Thomas 
~Lamm’s land. — 

It appears that nearly all 
Lamms in this area are connected 
to this same line, which means 
that you have lots of cousins. Our 
files show that you have several 
hundred Lamm relatives in 
Wilson County. 

You are also related to many 
other local families both directly 
and through marriages. Some of 
these families are: Barnes, Bat- 
ten, Boykin, Bissette, Brophy, 
Carter, Chambless, Griffin, Har- 
rison, Hawley, Hayes, Kaplan, 
Johnson, Nichols, Overman, 
Peele, Pittman, Rose, Ricks, 
Scott, Tomlinson, Ward, Webb, 
Williamson, Wooten, Worrell and 
Young. 

Much of this information came 
from vital statistics filed in the Of- 
fice of the Register of Deeds (first 
floor, county courthouse) where 
one can view birth, marriage and 
death certificates Irom about the 
beginning of the ce€..cury. The staff. 
there is very helpful and can show 
you how to find records for 
yourself. 

If the information which you 
seek predates that time then you 
will want to visit the Genealogy 
Room at the Wilson County Public 
Library where you may find cen- 
sus records dating from 1790 and 
other reference materials on local 
families. 

Question: Were the original 
Holland families of Wilson County 
from England, or might they have 
come from Holland like the 
Boykin families? 

PHW, 
Wilson 

Answer: According to a pub- 
lished history of the Boykin family 
by. Murphy, this was a family of 
Celtic origins which was located in 
Belgium into the 12008. By the 
1300s the family appeared in the 
County of Huntingdon not far from 
the port town of Boston on the east 
side of England. There was con- 
siderable trade in woo! and other 
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goods between England and 
Belgium as part of the Hanseatic 
League, therefore, it is likely that 
the Boykins immigrated because 
of their mercantile interests. 

The period following Henry 
VIII's separation from the Catho- 
lic Church in the 1500s was an 
unsettled time in England and 
many citizens were upset by the 
changes in thelr religious founda- 
tions. Several groups, known as 
nonconformists, formed to sup- 
port a more pure faith, and 
became known as Puritans for 
their beliefs. 

Facing fines and prison for 
refusing to follow the established 
state religion, the Puritans fled to 
Holland. There the pian was for- 
mulated to immigrate to the 
Virginia Colony and several ex- 
Ppeditions departed, most settling 
in Isle of Wight County near Suf- 
folk. It was also in Amsterdam 
that the Baptist Church was 
founded. A later expedition of 
Puritans, having sailed from 
Boston, was blown off course and 
landed at Plymouth where they 
founded a new colony of Pilgrims 
and left us with pumpkins and 
Thanksgiving. 

The Boykins are thought to have 
been among the early settlers in 
the Plymouth Colony and later 
moved to Virginia where Edward 
Boykin was first listed in the fate 
1600s. The Holland family appears 
there at about the same time, but 
there is not much early informa- 
tion as to how they got to Isle of 
Wight County, Virginia. An 
English Colony would not have 
been open to immigrants from 
Holland as land grants were given 
to British subjects. The colony of 
New Amsterdam (now New York) 
was the destination for most Dutch 
settlers. 

Some of the Boykins and 
Hollands migrated to eastern 
North Carolina in the mid-1700s 
where they have become noted 
families with deep roots. Other 
members of those families 
migrated to other states and these 
family names are common 
throughout the United States to 
day. a 

Membership in WCGSS ts open to 
anyone interested in family 
history. Each meeting features a 
Program on some aspect of local 
families. We can help with inqui- 
ries and offer assistance in the 
Genealogy Room at the Public 
Library on some Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoon. Write to 
WCGS at P.O. Box 802, Wilson, 
27894 or call 237-1250 after 6 p.m. 
with queries which will be an- 
swered in this column. 

Report prepared by 
Henry and Sue Powell 

The Wilson County Genealogical 
Society meets on the fourth Tues- 
day of each month (except July, 
August and December) at 7 p.m. 
in the meeting room of the Public 
Library. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 22. 
The program will feature infor- 
mation on the Welsh origins of 
many local families (Davis, 
Davies, Jones, Howell, Lloyd, 
Cloyd, Powell, Price, Evans, 
Jenkins and others) and tips an 
how to learn more about their 
Welsh background. 
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More about the Hollands 


The Wilson County Genealogical 
Society meets on the fourth Tues- 
day of each month (except July, 
August and December) at 7:00 
p.m. in the meeting room of the 
Public Library. Membership is 
open to anyone interested in fami- 
ly history and each meeting 
features & program on some 
aspect of local families, We can 
help with inquiries and offer assis- 
tance in the Genealogy Room at 
the Publie Library on some Tues- 
day and Thursday afternoons, 
Write WCGS at PO Box 802, Wilson 
27694 or call 237-1250 after 6 p.m. 
with queries which will be an- 
swered in this column. 

The next meeting of WCGS will 
be on Tuesday, Nov, 26 at 7 p.m. 
The program will be a member 
sharing evening featuring 
memorabilia and stories from 
local families. Outgoing Board 
Member, Grace Turner, will be 
honored with an informal recep- 
tion, Her many genealogy friends 
are invited to attend. 

oes 

More on the Holland family In- 
cluded in the October column with 
information kindly provided by 
Annie Lee Phillips of Bailey, 

“James (Jimmie) and Jerusha 
(Ruthie) Holland were apparently 
the first of the family to come to 
America. They settled in Gates 
County and went from there to 
Dobbs County (now Wayne Coun- 
ty) and bought pine land. Jimmie 
fought in the Battle of Widow 
Moore’s Creek Bridge and also 
engaged in swamp fighting. The 
family must have been among the 
very early settlers in Wayne 
County. The 1769 tax list includes 
James and Elisha Holland (Elisha 
was a son of James and Jerusha). 
Elisha had a large land holdings 
near Great Swamp, some bought 
from Ralford Fulghum in 1793. 
There has been a monument 
erected off Highway 581 near 
Nahunta (actually Pinkney) in 
memory of James and Jerusha 
White Holland, about 300 yards 
from their original burial site.”’ 


Holland of James City/ 
Jamestown) and the arrival of a 
John Holland in Nansemond in 
1664, Other records suggest that 
James Holland of Pinkney may 
have come from Nansamond (now 
Suffolk) originally vie Gates 
County and on to Dobbs/Wayne 
County. There were Hollands in 
Edgecombe County by 1753 
(Henry Holland, Jacob Holland) 
and these may have come from 
Isle of Wight County, Va, 

The record seems clear, how- 
ever, that James and Jerutha are 
the founders of a large Holland 
dynasty that occupies a large por- 
tion of northern Wayne County and 
southern Wilson County. They 
probably have many hundreds of 
descendents and their line is rep- 
resented in virtually every local 
family, 

More: A query was listed in an 
earlier column regarding a James 
Odum and his wife, Martha 
Sullivan, submitted by MHB of 
Wilson. We cannot verify or locate 
details for either of these individ- 
uals because of insufficient in- 
formation. We ask that MHB 
please contact us at the WCGS ad- 
dress or telephone number listed 
at the beginning of the column 
with any further information that 
might be available, as she gave no 
contact for reaching her. 


Question: My great-grand- 
mother was Penelope Dildy b. 1845 
daughter of Benjamim Dildy b. 
1820 in Pitt County, son of Lewis 
Thomas Dildy, b. 1788 in Pitt 
County. Lewis’s wife was Ivy and 
in her family Bible was written 
“Was a May.’ Benjamin married 
Absylor Jane Howard in 1817, Can 
you provide further information 
on these families? 

MGR, Redlands, Calif. 

Answer: As these f ilies were 
in Pitt County, east of Wilson 
County, you would most likely find 
an answer to your question by 
contacting the Pitt County Family 
Researchers at PO Box 20389, 
Greenville, N.C. 27858, This is a 








NEW: 

Ed R. Bass, 6 Cardross Lane, Columbia, SC 29209. Tel: 803-776- 
5298. Surnames: Bass, Ellis 

Vince Bridgers, 11337 Pebble Garden Lane, Austin, TX 78739. 
Tel: 512-288-6601. Surnames: Bridger, Bridgers, Bridges, Ellen, 
Jobe. 

Agnes Joyner, 215 Nesmith St, Lake City, SC 29560 (no further 
information given) 

Marvin Dixon Lewis, PO Box 1921, Wilson, NC 27894. Tel: 243- 
1311. Surnames: Lewis, Dixon, Eason, Boone 

Teresa Holmes Whitehead, 108 Munn Street, Rocky Mount, NC 
27803. Tel: 919-446-6482. Surnames: Holmes, Whitehead, 
Winders, Rogers, Wood, Wilson, Dixon, Fulghum, Johnson, 
Grady, Pate, Brock. 

Wilson County Public Library, W. Nash Street, Wilson, NC 
27893 (Institutional membership). 

CHANGES: 

Leroy & Mildred Lamm, PO Box 429, Rockwell, NC 28128- 
0427 (now a family membership) 

Albert R. Page, Sr., 158 East 2140 South, Salt Lake City, UT 
84115. (Add surnames) Page, Skinner, Moore, Jones, Mattox, 
Owens, Price, Webb, Flowers, Bakers, Sessums 


New Genealogical Societies 


New Societies:. 

Tar River Connections is the new Nash County genealogical so- 
ciety. Stating their extended interests as the eight counties through 
which the Tar River flows, the society meets monthly on the fourth 
Tuesday (except December, July and August) although we have 
urged this group to consider finding a different time due to the 
WCGS meeting conflict. Meetings are at Braswell Library in 
Rocky Mount. They presently have nearly 40 members and may be 
contacted through Billie Jo Matthews, 101 Wildwood Ave, Rocky 
Mount, NC 27803. 919-446-8701. Dues are $10 per year and in- 
clude a newsletter. 

Edgecombe County Genealogical Society is now in its organiza- 
tional phase and has met twice to set up details. They meet 
monthly in the Edgecombe Memorial Library in Tarboro on the 
third Thursday of each month (except July and December ). Their 
dues are $10 and include a newsletter 10 times per year. They have 
over 30 members at the moment with some strong interests evi- 
dent. They may be reached at ECGS, Edgecombe County Memo- 
rial Library, 909 Main Street, Tarboro, NC 27886. 919-827-4405 
or 919-823-7241. 

Editor: We welcome these new groups and wish them every suc- 
cess. It will be helpful to have someone else available to handle 
queries regarding these two counties. 


Readers Tell Us... 


"Enclosed is my check for 1997 membership ... I find 7rees of Wil- 





fh a rag oe ie eh ah Hee herranrngierts | son to be the best of the local genealogy newsletters that I have 

late Hugh Johnston and find Regional Genealogy Library. seen. Please continue to publish materials from unpublished 

Holland family members in Report prepared hy Henry and sources as I find these to be of most help." 

Virginia as early as 1624 (Gabriel Sue Powell Joan Wallace, Springville, NY 
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People, Places & Things of Interest 


Question Time 

Each month we'll list a few questions of interest to genealogists. 
The answers will be given in the following month. 

1. You find a reference to your great-grandmother as a relict. 
What does that tell you about her? 

2. The Great Wagon Road was a 700 mile road that ran parallel to 
the Appalachain Mountains from where to where? 

3. In column 18 (regarding naturalization) on the 1900 census, 
your ancestor 1s listed as "PA". What does that mean? 


PUBLICATIONS 

Ancestors - a monthly magazine for genealogists, based in Salt 
Lake City, published by Ancestry, Inc. who is also a sponsor of 
the Ancestors television series currently showing on public televi- 
sion. A general interest publication suitable for the beginning or 
experienced researcher with a variety of articles each month. 
Good use of color, pleasant layout, easy to read. Makes a pleasant 
evening's relaxation with some educational value. Subscription is 
$21/year from 1-800-531-1790 or PO Box 476, Salt Lake City, 
UT 84110-0476. 

Family History Monthly - a popular magazine in Britain 
(England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland) for genealogists 
at all levels. This would be of particular interest to those of us 
who have established our British roots and subsequent lines of 
descent as the content is entirely devoted to that country. Excel- 
lent articles, well written and carefully documented. Just plain 
good reading for any genealogist. Subscriptions from FHM, 45 St. 
Mary's Road, Ealing, London WS5 5RQ and are £35 by airmail. 
You may send a US$ check at the current conversion rate payable 
to Family History Monthly (the conversion rate now is about 
$1.65 / £) 

Family Tree Magazine - another British monthly that is a bit 
more scholarly and very informative and useful. Subscriptions 
from Mrs. F. Rand, 1062 North Buhach Road, Merced, CA 95340 
at $51.75 which includes airmail postage from the UK each month 
or $41.75 for surface delivery. 


WCGS Publication Sales for 1996 


This is a summary of WCGS publications which were sold in 





1996, Sold # in stock 
Wilson Co. NC Federal Census of 1860 6 a 
Wilson Co. NC Federal Census of 1870 8 28 
Wilson Co. NC Cemeteries Vol. I 7 89 
Wilson Co. NC Cemeteries Vol II 8 94 
Wilson Co. NC Cemeteries Vol III 12 12 
Wilson Co. NC Connections (diskette) 19 - 

Total items sold 60 

Total publications sales income $1,130 


*Diskettes are prepared upon receipt of an order. 


Membership Details 


Members at end of 1996 i 
Members at end of 1995 93 
New & Renewals at beginning of 1996 63 
New & Renewals to date for 1997 72 


IWCGS Minutes November 1996 aye - 


The Wilson County Genealogical Society met November 26, : 
1996 at the Wilson County Public Library with Henry Powell, 
president, presiding. There were nineteen members and one guest 
present. 

Betsy Johnson shared information about a new genealogical 
magazine, Family Chronicle, which is published in Canada but 
contains information of interest to United States researchers. 
There are six issues per year for $35.00 for two years. 

Henry Powell reported that an update of the Family Tree Maker 
computer genealogy program has improved capability for reports. 

Reese Ferrell announced the formation of Tar River Connec- 
tions, a genealogical society which has been formed in Nash 
County. Unfortunately it also meets on the fourth Tuesday 
evening of the month. 

There was not anyone present to give a report on the Edge- 
combe County Genealogical Society. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as printed 
in the newsletter. 

The treasurer’s report was given stating receipts of $583.66, 
expenditures of $256.10, and a balance on November 25, 1996, of 
$2,728.54. Members were reminded that January begins a new 
year and that dues will be accepted from those who have not yet 
renewed their membership. 

During the annual business meeting, reports were made by the 
officers and committee chairs as follows: (attachments on file) 

Newspaper column--Henry Powell 

Hugh B. Johnston papers--Sue Powell (see attachment) 

Programs--Deborah Mitchell with expression of appreci- 
ation to those who prepared programs and gave ideas 
for programs 

Membership--Sue Powell (see attachment) 

Publications--Joan Howell (see attachment) 

Cemeteries--Joan Howell. Progress report was given on 
Volume IV and cemeteries which it will probably con 
tain as well as what is known to be remaining for Vol 
ume V 

Surname Index--Carroll Arthur sent updated copies for 
those needing one 

Library Assistance--Joan Howell 

Help Me Committee--Henry Powell 

Publications Fund Reconciliation--Sue Powell (see at- 
tachment) 

Henry Powell reported that for the upcoming year the newslet- 
ter will be expanded to twelve pages and encouraged member 
contributions. Two field trips are being considered--one to Isle of 
Wight County, Virginia in the spring, and Wilson County family 
home sites in the fall. An additional fund raising project of a col- 
lection of maps of Wilson County is being worked on with antici- 
pation to have it ready in 1997. It is hoped that progress can be 
made on the Bible records project. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned for a 
“Show and Tell” of items brought to share with the members fol- 
lowed by social time and refreshments to honor Grace Tumer 
whose term as a board member has expired. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sue E. Powell, Secretary/Treasurer 
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| Division of the Lands of Albert Adams « submitted by Grace Turner 


State of North Carolina 
Wilson County 
Pursuant to an order of the Superior Court of Wilson County directed to us, 
Commissioners appointed by said Court, to lay off and allot the lands of the late Albert Adams, 
(Deceased) among the heirs at law of said Deceased, we met on the premises, and after being duly 
sworn, proceeded and allotted as follows: Viz: 
Lot No. 1. Allotted to Arnold Adams containing twenty seven acres, valued at Two Hundred Forty 
dollars, and bounded as follows: Beginning at a stake, Jesse H. Peele corner, and runs thence East 
122 poles to a stake in William Hawley's line thence with said Hawley's line S. 39° W 99 poles to 
a stake in a small branch, thence up said branch to a stake at its head near a path, thence, S. 48° 
W 84 poles to the Beginning. 
Lot No. 2. Allotted to Archibald Atkinson containing Twenty Four acres valued at Two Hundred 
and fifteen dollars and bounded as follows: Beginning at a stake W. T. Williamson's corner and 
runs thence S. 86%° E 6% poles to a stake, thence S. 140 poles to a stake in the line of lot No. 1, 
thence with the line of lot No. 1, west 28 poles to a Stake, thence N. 16° W 22 poles to a pine in a 
smal} branch, thence down said branch to Sandy Run, thence down Sandy Run to a Poplar, thence 
S 43 poles to the beginning, and is to receive from lot No. 6 Twenty five dollars. 
Lot No. 3. Allotted to James Adams containing Twenty four acres, valued at Two Hundred dollars, 
and bounded as follows: Beginning at a stake in W. T. Williamson's line corner of lot No. 2 and 
runs thence S. with the line of lot No. 2 140 poles to a Stake in the line of lot No. 1, thence with the 
line of lot No. 1, E. 27 poles to a Stake, thence N. 139 poles to a Stake, thence N. 8612° W. 27 poles 
- to the beginning and is to receive from lot No. 6, five dollars and from lot No. 7 thirty five dollars. 
Lot No. 4. AHotted to Calvin B. Adams, containing Twenty four acres, valued at Two Hundred 
dollars and bounded as follows: Beginning at a Stake Corner of lot No. 3 and runs thence with the 
line of lot No. 3 S. 139 poles to a Stake in the line of lot No. 1, thence with the line of lot No. 1 E. 
27 poles to a Stake, thence N. 138 poles to a Stake, thence N. 864° W. 27 poles to the beginning, 
and is to receive from lot No. 7 forty dollars. 
Lot No. 5. Allotted to Franck Adams, containing twenty four acres, valued at Two Hundred and 
forty dollars, and bounded as follows: Beginning at a stake corner of lot No. 4 and runs thence with 
the line of lot No. 4 S. 138 poles to a Stake im the line of lot No. 1, thence with the line of Jot No. 
1, E. 27 poles to a stake, thence N. 137 poles to a Stake, thence N. 86%° W 27 poles to the 
Beginning. 
Lot No. 6. Allotted to Albert Adams, containing Twenty five acres valued at Two Hundred and 
seventy dollars and bounded as follows: Beginning at a Stake corner of lot No. 5, and runs thence 
with the line of lot No. 5 S. 137 poles to a Stake in the line of lot No. 1, thence with the line of lot 
No. 1 E. 11% poles to a Stake in William Hawley's line, corner of lot No. 1, thence with said 
Hawley’s line N. 39° E. 30 poles to a Stake thence N. 110 poles to a stake, thence N. 8614 W 32 
poles to the beginning, and is to pay to lot No. 2 Twenty five dollars, and to lot No. 3 five dollars. 
Lot No. 7. Allotted to Dora Adams containing Twenty five acres, valued at Three Hundred and 
fifteen dollars, and bounded as follows: Beginning at a Stake Corner of lot No. 6 and runs thence 
with the line of lot No. 6 S. 110 poles to a stake in William Hawley's line thence N. 39° E. 37 poles 
to Two dogwoods, thence N. 274° E. 89 poles to a Stake, thence N. 86%° W. 66% poles to the 
beginning, and is to pay to lot No. 4, forty dollars and to lot No. 3, Thirty five dollars. 


Given under our hands and seals this 1 day of December A. D. 1883. 
Benagah Scott (Seal) 


J. T. Rentfrow (Seal) 
W. T. Williamson (Seal) 
Costs: Surveyor 3 days, paid 600; W. T. Williamson, Commissioner 2 days 200; J. T. Rentfrow, 


ea Sean ln Se ne er ree 
January 1997 Trees of Wilson Page 5 





Commissioner 2 days 200; Benajah Scott, Commissioner 2 days 200; Simon Barnes Swearing 
Commissioners 100. 


| 
| 
Division of the Lands of Albert Adams, continued | 
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The above plat represents the tract of land divided among the heirs at law of the late Albert Adams. 
For courses and distances of each lot see report of the commissioners. 


Source: Estates Records. Wilson County, North Carolina. C. R. 105.508.1. Folder: Albert 
Adams. 
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Entered for probate in 1913 and now residing with the register of will, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
is a page from a handwritten recipe book containing the will of Maggie Nothe. Under the heading 
"Chili Sauce Without Working" appears the following: 4 quarts of ripe tomatoes, 4 small onions, 
4 green peppers, 2 teacups of sugar, 2 quarts of cider vinegar, 2 ounces ground allspice, 2 ounces 
cloves, 2 ounces cinnamon, 12 teaspoonfuls salt. Chop tomatoes, onions and peppers fine, add the 
rest mixed together and bottle cold. Measure tomatoes when peeled. In case I die before my 


husband I leave everything to him, (signed) Maggie Nothe. (Source: The Last Caprice, by Robert 
S. Menchin. A book of wills, odd and curious of the famous and infamous.) 
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Petition of Joseph Smith ¢ submitted by Lenore Smith 


State of North Carolina Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions 
Wayne County November 10, 1826 





To the worshipful the Justices of said Court 

The petition of Joseph Smith by his guardian Sion Smith, 
James Smith and wife Betsy, Bennet Bryan and wife 

Pheby, and John Hollowell and wife Polly-humbly 

complaining therewith unto your worship-— that Joseph Smith . 
has died entestate leaving your petitioners together with 
Joseph Smith who is a minor his heirs at law- that the said coseore 
died siezed and possessed of in fee simple between three and 

four hundred acres of land lying in the county of Wayne 

adjoining the lands of William Lancaster, Reding Coby and others- 
for a more patticular description of which your petitioners begs 
leave to refer to the title papers now in the hands of the 
administrator and which they pray may be considered as a part of 
this their petition-.your petitioners represent that there is no debt. 
but what the perishable propertyis sufficient to pay- that they 

are anxious for a division of the same- they therefore pray that 

this court will appoint five commissioners unconnected- who 

after having been duly sworn shall divide said lands in Gomirour, 

equal parts- and allot to your petitioners such part as they are 

in law entitled to(Ezekteland Sion Smith two heirs not being entitled 
to any part of the same - they having received during the life time 
of their father their portion of land) and your petitioners pray 

that said commissioners may make return of their proceedin' ge 

under hand and seal to the next term of this court- yeur-pesssasoners 
pray-that-the-ecourt-wi33-aise-eppeins—a-suardian-ad-ttten-tor 
Jeseph-Smith-minex and that a copy of this petitidn may be served upon 
him and also a copy upon Ezekiel and Sion Smith-and that your 
worships will take such other steps as to they may see meet and 

proper and your petitioners as in duty pound will ever pray. 


Wayne County Estates Papers 
ChelU5, 50G,bOKe 1 O17 Woaweericht “oOLks 
N. C. State Archives ? 


ee ee ee ne Pr 
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My Family and a Query ¢ Hazel Drake Williams 


Perhaps someone in the membership is familiar with my family tn 
Wilson. | am Hazel Drake, daughter of Samuel Ottis Drake, son of Thomas 
Dawson Drake and Mary Eaton Duke, son of Nicholas Thomas Drake and 
Charity Dawson Avent. My grandfather Thomas Dawson called 1T.D. was the 
eldest son of Nicholas known as N.T. or Tom. Nicholas was a physician. Are 
there any old Medical Society Records | can check to find out further 
information on him? He died in 1904 and is buried tn Maplewood Cemetery. 

He and Charity had eleven children.(1) Thomas Dawson and (2) Mary 
Thomas were twins born in 1858. Mary Thomas was raised by her 
Grandparents Thomas Ward Avent and his wife Mary Eaton Williams. They 
lived in Aventon, Nash County. (3) Zuma was unmarried and lived on Spring 
street with her father and several brothers for many years. (4) Samuel 
Drake married Mary Newberry.! am told he was a Methodist Minister and 
moved to South Carolina. €5) William Augustus married Augusta Franke 
and they moved to Darlington, South Carolina. (6) John Rodman Drake 
married Lizzie Franke, the sister of Augusta. They had a daughter Minnie 
Drake Townsend and a son Kart Sloan Drake.! do not know where they 
moved. | do have copies of letters written by Minnie from Darlington, S.C. 
in 1948. At one time she taught at a college in Blacksburg, Va. (7) Walter 
Harrison Drake married Maggie Taylor and lived in Wilson and is buried in 
Maplewood Cemetery. (8) Ottis Drake married Della Nichols.! have been 
unable to find anything on this man. It is important to me to find Ottis and 
Samuel as my father was named Samuel Ottis for his uncles. (9) Robert 
Hodge Drake was married three times first to Lillian Farrow, then to 
Mattie Jane Wade and finally to Clyde Kelly Wooten. (10) Hattie Drake 
(maybe her name was Harriet) was married to Edwin S. 

Coulter. She was a twin to (11) Hayden Drake. As far as | know he was not 
married. 

| have used census records, Wilson city directories, the Wilson 
Library, the kind heip of Sue Powell, Joan Howell, Flora Brantley a 
genealogist from Raleigh, old wills, and the most interesting find was a 


long lost cousin | was unaware existed. | found him in the book Old 
Southern Families written by David Avant of Tallahassee, Florida. | read 
the book here in Bradenton, Florida and through the miracle age of 
computers, | located Garland Avent in Raleigh, N.C. When ! called him, he 


knew who |! was and also all about my family. We visited him and he gave 
me a wealth of information as well as a guided tour of the Avent and 
early Drake family in Nash County. His grandfather was a brother of my 
two great grandmothers, Charity Dawson Avent Drake and Mary Eaton 
Avent Duke. Now | hope someone in the Trees of Wilson family knows 
something about the missing links. 


Thank you for taking the time to read this and perhaps know 
something of tmportance. 


Dinvcanadig , ; 
“ag Bovey CNP Li aawe | 
On ie ee ek. 335 97> 
8 (Diese eo FERS Se 


HAY Rey eee 
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THEOPHILUS MOORE GRAVEYARD 


ooh veryar 1S located 6 miles west of € the Qld Wilson Road 
eee or  cie sam Watllittorad Road CSR T1404) in north wilson 
County Mis son ene ss outh es Lde6) of thne™roadVabout tnirty toa 

Be miiy Vand Se tyne the, oidield< Thene are seven headstones butliit ts 
mepor ted by Tom Batts who Lived,jwith his parents and family, on 
Biemotl Moore farm before he went into service during World War 
EI that there are additional graves there. 


Theophilus Moore the son of Elljahn Moore and Mary Sessums married 
Millie Robbins daughter of William an@ Phebe Robbins on the 1 


Vee es) in Edgecombe County, N.C. They had ten children who 
Survived to adulthood. The farm was willed to three of their 
GQaughters: Susannah, Millie and Elizabeth in Theophilus Moore's 
Wire P8587 The will was probated in 1859 and as requested the 


farm passed to the daughters after the death of their mother. 

The last descendent of this Moore family who owned part of the 
Preapiiialitarm,s Maggie Elizabeth Williams Smith, died recently and 
her share of the farm was sold to Robert Isaac Robbins who 
Pease eeowns Soodayiwhat use; to be the Theophilus Moore farm’ The 
Pat veawmararis Lidependent, Of .tahnis ownership and remains: the 
Property of the heirs. 


Theophilus Moore Millie Moore Susannah Looper 
la)= SY Novena) ag meiad Wife of Theophilus io Wa TNUKef ibtshae s! 
Danae Dee ag 1 858 Moore Dee Jaen See O74 

jay GS PBS PAS 
De S$) Sins 6 Ie ab 

Millie Moore Elizabeth Braswell De Wil A. Moe we 
Bee Oe Maas 2 ) 1°86 2), eR NEYO. atts) ibis! Son GE Susannah 
Ps OAR oo 1 8B Ss } jay, IS arte, ateoe Moline 


[SN BF aS) Er eS RES 
Dane BU Ineo: AMGial 
Cr Paws Moore 
Bie Sa/ Ss 
Die pol 7 


Susannah Moore married Philip Looper on 2 June 1863, in 
Edgecombe County when she was about fifty and he was sixty-three. 
Philip had a family of Eive young girls. Dawighte we Mt LatewM Clo we 


never married. Elizabeth Moore married Isaac Braswell on 3 May 
Pol, sin keagqecombe County when, she was,fortysthresn.and lDewwas 
eixty one. Tsaac Nad aa varge, Eami ly oft welve chil loren. DNR TENS 


Wright Anderson Moore (initials an records usually expressed 

Dimi TAs )Onanrieds ma nqanet! Grrefinlon V275eet Wess, "in Edgecombe 
Count ye They were about the same age (19 &18) when they 
married. GW Moore. was. Ghesss Old Ofs 6 Do GaNGlOis ee esa Malis Cra eaten mental ete fatany 


“SKORG Dag ekentsy 

1. Theophilus Moore graveyard surveyed by Albert” Page, 1987 

Zen TOM. Batts, (oL Ry.JMt..) interviews) by Albewt Page, §2a5 3 saneaes 

SB. Maggie Elizabeth Williams Smith -Gof sShanpsbnrcies pher wie-galer 
Albert Page, 1992 ‘ 

fe Neen Davie Moore CoOf "Sharpsburg) interview by MEBeLre, Mace, 

DEAS) ¥ ya nto 

WEdaagecombes County recordset frHand Mar wmiage &, ews Aig & sap piesa osu 

&. Wilson county Land Records 

7. Research work consulted: Susan Edwards of SAD ver City, pudtelay 
Sybil Hyatt, deceased, Norma Parker of Charleston, 5... .& 
James Price of Rocky Mount, N.C. 


oy 


Researcher: Albert FR. Page, Sr. (WCGS member ) 
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My Family « Jay Vinson 


THE MOORE FAMILY 


Joab Moore was the son of Theophilus and Milly Robbins Moore and married Martha Price 
Moore. They lived in Wilson County. Joab and Martha Moore had children John Moore, William 
Moore, Jonas Moore, Eli Moore, Elbert Moore, Sarah Moore, Greenberry Moore, Katherine Moore, 
Caswell Moore, Emma Moore, Jesse Moore, WilliamMoore, Henry Moore, and Mary Moore. 
The Price Family 

Martha Price was the daughter of Joel and Nancy Price. Joe] Price died in ca.1812. An 
inventory was taken by Frederick Phillips and there were two orphans. The Negroes were 
rented to John Laurence. One of the orphans are thought to have been Martha Price. Nancy 
Price died in ca. 1816. Joel Moore was the son of Jesse and Patience Price of Edgecombe 
County, North Carolina. They had six children: Joel Price, Jonathan Price, Charity Price, 
and Patience Price. Jesse Price died inca. 1812. Jesse Price was the son of Thomas Price 
Jr. and grandson of Thomas Price Sr. 


Theophilus Moore was born on February 9, 1781 and was the son of Elijah and Mary Sessums 
Moore. He married Milly Robbins on December 1, 1803 in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, 
Theophilus and Milly Robbins Moore had children Elizabeth Moore, David Moore, Stephen Moore, 
Mary Moore, Joab Moore, Abraham Moore, Isaac Moore, Susannah Moore, Milly Moore, and 
Theophilus Moore Jr. In 1812 Theophilus Moore was listed as owning 83 acres of land and had 
$360.00 Theophilus Moore died on December 4, 1858 in Edgecombe County, North Carolina. 
The Robbins Family 

Milly Robbins was born at Batts Crossroads in Edgecombe County, North Carolina on August 26, 
1776. Millie Robbins was the daughter of William and Phebe Robbins. Milly Robbins Moore 
died on September 9, 1861. 


Elijah Moore was born inca. 1748 and was the son of James and Ann Ruffin Moore. Inca. 
1780 he married Mary Sessums. Elijah and Mary Sessums Moore had children:Samuel Moore, Exum 
Moore, Martha Moore, Etheldred Moore, Zada Moore, Theophilus Moore, and Elijah Moore Jr. 
Elijah Moore died in February of 1833 in Edgecombe County, North Carolina. The executer of 
his estate was Samuel Moore. 
The Sessums Family 

Mary Sessums Moore was the daughter of Culmore and Elizabeth Sessums of Edgecombe County 
North Carolina. Culmore and Elizabeth Sessums had children John Sessums, Joseph Sessums, 
Elmore Sessums, Amey Sessums, Mildred Sessums, Clarey Sessums, Elizabeth Sessums, Josiah 
Sessums, Sally Sessums, and Mary Sessums. When Elizabeth Sessums died inca. 1798 she left a 
will leaving a mare and a colt to her son Joseph Sessums, a chest and bed to her daughter 
Anney Sessums, a bed and chest to her daughter Mildred Sessums, a bed and a chest to her 
daughter Clary Sessums, a bed to her granddaughter Rosana Sessums, ten shillings to (her son- 
in-law) Elijah Moore, ten shillings to (her son-in-law) Richard Bell, ten shillings to her 
son Elmore Sessums and the rest of her estate was to be divided equally between John Sessums, 
Joseph Sessums, Mildred Sessums, Anney Sessums, and Clary Sessums. The executer was Joseph 
Sessums, and the witnesses for the will was Joseph Bell, and Wilkinson Mabrey. 


James Moore was born on November 14, 1729 in Bertie County, North Carolina and was the son 
of Joseph and Ann Hodges Moore. James Moore married Ann Ruffin. James and Ann Ruffin Moore 
had children Amos Moore, Moses Moore, James Moore, Elijah Moore, and Richard Moore. James 
Moore died in May of 1789 in Halifax County, North Carolina. 


NOTE: All names are spelled as they appeared in the sources I used to prepare this sheet. 
Everything I have on the Moore family is listed on this sheet if you know anything that I do 
not have or you have anything different from me please let me know. My address is Jay 
Vinson, 2201 Jack Road, Clayton, NC 27520. 
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We fail to find any record of his birth, but having conversed 
with several of our oldest people who knew him, we learn from 
Eld. J. L. Strickland that Elder Boykin was near eighty-five years 
old. Was born in Nash county, now Wilson county, which was 
formed out of Nash and Wayne counties. According to Elder J. 
L. Strickland's memory Elder Boykin was educated at Stand- 
hope, a high school, and one of the best schools in the state at 
the date of 1860. 

Elder Boykin volunteered his services, and fought four years in 
the war of 1861 to 1865. After the war Elder Boykin married a 
miss Bunn, of Nash county, and said marriage was blessed with 
six children, three boys and three girls. Two boys and one girl 
are living, Mr. S. T. and E. G. H. Boykin, both living in Wilson, 
and Mrs. Earnest Barnes, of Middlesex. 

Elder Boykin united with the church at Sand Hill under Elder 
Joe Sauls in 1869, and was granted license to preach on the 3rd 
day of September 1870, at a called conference by Sand Hill 
church, while Elder J. J. Wilson acted as moderator. At a regular 
quarterly meeting held at Sand Hill July 29, 1871, an order was 
passed for the ordination of Elder Boykin. Eld. Joseph Sauls, 
moderator. Thus commenced the long and useful life of Eld. B. 
H. Boykin as a minister of the Free Will Baptist church and of 
the Gospel of the New Testament and its Christ. 

Elder Boykin served his day and generation well; was one of 
our best informed ministers and preached the Gospel of the 
Christ fearlessly, and earnestly contended for the faith of the 
Original Free Will Baptist church. 

On the 18th of September, 1920, this long life of usefulness, 
and of sacrifice, met a relief when the angel of love and light 
came and called the spirit of that good man to the God who gave 
it, and on the 19th his body was laid to rest in the family burying 
ground, near the old Boykin home in Wilson county. Elders S. 
H. Styron and B. B. Deans conducted the burial services. 

Thus the life of our highly esteemed minister and much 
beloved friend and brother ended, but his influence will live and 
his memory will linger long with us. 

This is not as complete a record as we wish, but the best we 
could get. 

D. J. J. Wilson 

LD. J. K. Ruffin 
ELD? Bb, BY Deans, 
Committee 


Copied as closely as possible from the original as recorded in the 
1921 Western Conference Minutes in the F. W. B. Historical 
Collection, Moye Library, Mount Olive College, Mount Olive, 
N.C. 

Contributed by J. Robert Boykin 


Contributor's note. Rev. Benjamin Hardy Boykin (18 March 
1838 - 18 Sept. 1920) was the son of Hilliard Boykin and wife 
Willie Flowers. He married about 1865 to Susan Bunn, the 
daughter of Dorsey Henderson Bunn and wife Rebecca Jones 
They had seven children, Thomas ‘Yorsey, Eddie, Harriett, 
Mary, Nannie, and Stephen T 


$100 Reward 

For documentation of father of John Morgan b. ca. 1775, still liv- 
ing in Edgecombe Co., NC 1830 census. Not head of household 
1800 Edgecombe census. but "of Edgecombe Co." when pur- 
chased land 1801. Family, spouse unknown, two sons, three 
daughters, 1810 census. Lived dist. 5 bet. 20-30 years. Elsy K 
Morgan, dau., m. Thomas Barron 1828, Benjiman Sharpe bonds- 
man; Barron bondsman at marriage of Canady Morgan to Sarah 
Daniel, 1830, dau of Ephriam and Susannah Barnes Daniel. John 
Morgan literate. HELP PLEASE! 

Lucille M. Reeves, Rt 3, Box 358, Macon, MS 39341. 


[Stephen Lamm Will 





Know all men by these pressents that | Stephen Lamm of the 
County of Wilson and State of North carolina Knowing that it is 
apointed for all men once to die do make and ordain this my last 
will and testament in manner and form as follows 
first let all my just debts be paid 
2 let my land be sold and the money equilly devided between all 
my Children Except elias their names as follows Nathan Isaac 
Solomon Thomas Jonas Mary Lucas Delfey gifund and Salley 
Lamm 
3 I give my daughter Mary Lucas fifty dollars 
4 I give my Daughter Delfey gifund fifty dollars 
5 I give my Daughter Salley Lamm fifty dollars 
the rest of my property after paying the money above written to 
be equilly devided Between all my Children the money I give to my 
three daughters not to Come out of my land 
this the 17th of December in the year of our lord one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty nine 
I appoint my two sons Isaac and Solomon executors to this my 
Last will and testament 
Signed sealed and declared in the pressents of us 
test 
Stephen Lamm 


a 


Hilbert Evans 
Joseph Evans 
January _— AD 11861 
Wilson County Court 

The written and foregoing paper writing proporting to be 
the last will & testament of Stephen Lamm Decd is Exhibited for 
probate in open court by Soloman Lamm one of the Executors 
therein named, and the due Execution thereof by the said Stephen 
Lamm is known by the oath and Examination of Hilbert Evans & 
Joseph Evans the subscribing witnesses thereto. It is therefore con- 
sidered by the court that the said paper writing is the last will & 
testament of the said Stephen Lamm and the same is ordered to be 
recorded & filed. and thereupon the said Soloman Lamm Executor 
as aforesaid duly qualifies as such by taking the oath required by 


law 
Tj) GeDavis GEK 


Copied as closely as possible from the original found inN.C 
Archives 
Submitted by Sue E. Powell 
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Qty 
Wanted 
Wilson.County..North Carolina, Gensus of 1860 >" (0020776 ee ee $25.00 


(includes all six schedules: every name index: 221 pages; Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, May 1993 


Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870) ..)........2.0 eee $25.00 
(includes ail five schedules; every name index; 390 pages: Perfect binding: abstracted by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, March 1994) 


Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume l.....................a tetera $25.00 
(244 cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 pages: Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 

edited by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) 
Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume Wl. .......000..0 cece eect ce teee ences $25.00 
(75 cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions: 389 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 

edited by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) 
Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume IIb ......00.0... ccc cece eceetee eect ee rtteeeees $25.00 
(121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 350 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 

edited by Sue Evans Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 1995) 


Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for computer genealogy programs (PAF................ $10.00 
Brother's Keeper, Kith & Kin, others) of over 8500 Wilson County individuals 

Trees of Wilson, back issues from 1/92 (list which ones you want) each $2.50 
‘Lotaliofipublications ordered 2m an ee ee $ 

Sales'tax @ 6% for NGvresidents 7.2. ee. 2... ae Se ee $ 

Postage and handling) @ $2:50 per ttem=2, 4.) .4.5.. ee $ 
Membership/Subscription WCGS/Trees of Wilson @$15....................4. $ 

Total amount ofjthis orderc 7s ee eee ee $ 


(payment accepted by check or money order payable to WCGS. No cash please) 
Advance Publication Notice: Cemeteries Volume IV and Cemeteries Volume V are now in preparation. Advance 
reservations may be placed for shipment and billing upon release. Do not send payment now. 


Please reserve O) Cemeteries Volume IV, pub. date late1997 O Cemeteries Volume V, pub date tba 
CO Please reserve a place for me on the Isle of Wight Ancestor Ramble, May 3, 1997. | enclose 
my check for $25 which will be refunded if the trip is cancelled. Sorry, reservations cannot be 


accepted without payment. A complete itinerary will be provided in a few weeks. 


Name: 





Address: City: State: Zip: 


This page may be photocopied if desired. 
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TREES OF WILSON 


The Newsletter of the 


Wilson County Genealogical Society 








February 1997 





Our annual membership renewal 
period has ended and we are 
pleased to report that we have over 
ninety members at present. There 
are still a number of nonrenewals 
that we hope to hear from yet as we 
have mailed per- 
President's | sonal reminders. 
Message We don't like to lose 
anyone and know 
from experience that we'll get angry 
letters from those who failed to re- 
new for the next several months 
complaining about not getting a 
newsletter. 

Don't forget the upcoming Ances- 
tor Tour to Isle of Wight County, Vir- 
ginia on May 3. To make the tour we 
need to have a minimum number 
which hasn't yet been reached. 

We are pleased to have the oppor- 
tunity to place several new books in 
the Genealogy Room at the Wilson 
County Public Library, all family his- 
tories prepared by local researchers. 
The first of the Hugh Johnston fam- 
ily working papers will soon be 
bound and will be joined by others 
as time and money permit their 
preparation. 






Come to our 6th birthday party! With 
our February meeting we reach the begin- 
ning of our seventh year, and we will rec- 
ognize our still-active charter members 
with an informal reception following the 
business meeting and program. 

We will also hear from Monika Fleming 
on her research and interests in Civil War 
history. Monika has a lot of information 
about local "boys" who served in that war 
and will share some of her findings with 
us. She will also pass along some ideas on 
ways to use military records (not just Civil 
War) to learn more about your ancestors. 

Monika is an English instructor at 
Edgecombe County Community College 
and head of that department. She has a 
Masters degree in English from ECU and 
is now completing another Masters in 
History. She has recently compiled a col- 
lection of early Edgecombe County pho- 
tographs and is now working on a second 
volume. We look forward to having 
Monika with us. 

The meeting will be at 7 pm as usual, 
and we will welcome deposits from those 
who wish to sign up for the Isle of Wight 
County Ancestor Tour set for May 3. 








Henry Powell 

Pamir Onnecti us cfc y...cct-e-p.e+:s We: 
BV METTIOCES coe sc ia can asdc gaara eater yc iseshxs 3 
IVS BT oS ean i eet ne ani eae ie Re mee 3 
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BROS OU NLCROS east ce a Sa eeithesoneg iss 4 
Jesse Asbury Moore Bible .................5. ) 
mopert Peelle Deed of Gitt..cc.s:. scant ) 
John Dickinson Indenture .................... 8 
| Applewhite Records ...........ccccceeeee 9 
PD OWEN ODIMAIY, coo tana dcennee 10 
Houathan Thomas Dew... centen.t-ctoars 10 
Aonic Lee Phitlips Papers i<...>4-.-00 11 
Paral, Wyman Papers spec :522: sth deeseses 1] 
1996, Financial Reports.........-...--seays 11 
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This will be a wonderful opportunity to 
discover the homeland of your ancestors 
on the south side of the James River just 
across from Jamestown. Many of the early 
settlers in Wilson County came from this 
area, and our tour will focus on ancestral 
home locations. Your personal research 
will be greatly enriched by this experi- 







Virginia 





Isle of Wight Co. 
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February 25 Meeting Genealogy on the Internet 


The Internet began as a government / 
industry / university cooperative sharing 
of computer data. The computing public 
discovered the 'net, and you know the 
rest of the story. The original 'net was all 
text-based material. The World Wide 
Web (WWW) was added in response to 
public interest with a colorful graphic 
user interface, pictures, sound and the 
works. 

The GenWeb project began some time 
ago to make local genealogical resources 
available on the WWW. Indiana-based, 
this ambitious program plans to have a 
website for every county in the US and is 
well on the way to success. 

WCGS was asked recently to consider 
adopting the Wilson County page. Our 
challenge was to find a member who 
could manage the site, and Horace Peele 
stepped in to do the job. The results may 
be seen on: 
http://www. txdirect. net/~hpeele/wilson. htm 

The page presents a short history of 
Wilson County, information about 
WCGS and its publications, and a place 
for queries. Although asked, we declined 
to list our members and their surnames of 
interest. However, if you want your name 
to be listed, then please contact us by 
mail or phone with your permission to be 
included. You won't get a lot of questions 
- we've only gotten a few so far, but its all 
in the cause of supporting America's 
number one hobby. 

You don't have to have an E-Mail ad- 
dress to be listed on the WCGS home- 
page. We'll forward any queries on to 
you. 

Horace took full advantage of the 
graphical features of the WWW. One 
member E-Mailed after her first look that 
she thought she was on the strip in Las 
Vegas for a moment. It's a real attention- 
getting home page. 
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parent counties. 






This newsletter is published by the Wil- 
son County Genealogical Society, P.O. 
Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894-0802. Tele- 
phone 919-243-1024. 

Trees is published monthly except for 
December and July. An annual index is 
published as part of the March issue. An- Officers: 


nual membership is for a calendar year 

| and includes a subscription to the ten is- 

| sues published each year or issues remain- 
ing from the date of receipt of payment. 
Annual membership fee is $15. 

Materials of interest to the members 
of WCGS are accepted for publication at 
the discretion of the Editors and should 
pertain to families with connections in 
Wilson County and its neighboring and 


Powell 





Queries are accepted and printed with- 
out charge from WCGS members; non- 
members should enclose a check for $2 for 
each query submitted. All queries should 
include full name(s), dates and geographic 
location, if known, of the person(s) for 
whom you seek information. 


President: Henry Powell 

Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 

Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 
Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese 
Ferrell, Katye Alford 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue 


Regular Contributors: Grace Turner, 
Bobby Boykin, Albert Page, Sr. 
Horace Peele 

Committees: 

Queries: Reese Ferrell 

Library Assistance: Joan Howell, 

Janice Sharpe 
Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 





H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 


Wilson County Genealogical Map: 
Sue Powell 

Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 

Bible Records: Paul Darden 


Programs: Deborah Mitchell, Mary 


Helen Schaubhuth, Carol Forbes 


Please send address, name or information 


changes to WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, 


NC 27894 or tel: 919-237-1250. E-Mail 











Information revealed on families 


The WilsonCounty 
Genealogical Society meets on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month 
(except July, August and 
December) at 7 p.m. in the meet- 


Room at the library on some 
Tuesday and Thursday after- 
noons. Write WCGS at P.O. Bax 


The next meeting of WCGS will 
be on Tuesday, Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. 
The program topic will be an- 
nounced later. 


More on the Alsey High family 


Family connections 


Questions, answers and 


Information frosn the 


Wileon County Genealogical Society 


and Martha Sullivan Odum of 
Black Creek and daughter Pa- 
tience from reader SSJ of Wilson 
who reports ‘‘My great-great- 
great grandma was Elizabeth 
Sullivan Raper, b. ca 1838. Her 
parents were Gary Sullivan 
(1819-1870) and Patience Odum 
Sullivan (1815-1851). Gary’s 
parents were Jesse (d.1832) and 
Priscilla (1794-1869). Patience’s 
parents were James and Martha 
Sullivan Odum (no dates known). 
Martha was from another family 
of Sullivans who came originally 
from Ireland via England.” 


Elizabeth Sullivan Raper is 
connected, through her husband, 
Calvin, with the very extensive 
Peele family (originally spelled 
Peelle). It appears that the 
Peelles and the Rapers had been 
neighbors in Pasquotank County 
in the mid 1700s and immigrated 
to the Wilson County area at about 
the same time. Our files contain 
nearly 11,000 individuals, past and 
present, in Wilson County who are 
connected with that line. The late 
Hugh Johnston took pride in his 
Peele ancestry as do both the pre- 
sent writers of this column. One 
Peele descendent, now living in 





San Antonio, Texas, is writing a 
book on the family and even has a 
Peele homepage on the Internet 
where those interested in that 
family may share information and 
post queries. There are still many 
Peele family members (all con- 
nected to the line) living in the 
Nahunta area and some are still 
members of the very active 


Quaker Meeting in that crossroads 
community. 
Information follows on ‘‘The 


beginning in January by WUNC 
(Channel 4 on our local cable): 

The series is an introduction to 
genealogy and family history 
focusing on the impact that con- 
necting with ancestors has on in- 
dividuals and families. Powerful 
stories of people who have made 
the connection to their family’s 
past are followed by practical in- 
formation on how to begin this 
journey of a lifetime. 

Part I describes how Victor, a 
Mexican-American, builds a new 
self-concept through his 
discoveries. Experts show how to 
build a pedigree chart to begin 
your family history. 
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Part I describes how an Oregon 
family uncovers clues to their 
history with expert advice on how 
and where to look. 

Part ITI shows how Fabiana 
with Chinese-Peruvian heritage is 
able to discover family traditions 
that give her new understanding of 
herself. The experts give help in 
how to interview and document 
information from living relatives. 

Part IV. Rafael traces his fami- 
ly’s arrival through Ellis Island 
and is fascinated by their culture. 
The experts show how to use many 
different types of records to un- 
cover you heritage. 


Part V. Tom works in his local 
onto library to uncover his 

i c heritage. The experts 
show how to find information in 
other places, including Salt Lake 
City. Brief descriptions of Parts 
VI - X will be listed in the January 
column. 

Report prepared by Henry and 
Sue Powell 


Reprinted from the 


Wilson Daily Times 


December 17, 1996 
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People, Events & Things 


Members: new 
Jan Arthur, PO Box 7683, Wilson, NC 
27895. Now a family member with husband, 
Carroll. 

Danny C. Bunn, 5008 Country Day Drive, 
Zebulon, NC 27597. Tel: 919-269-7289. 
Surnames: Bunn 

Marshall B. Lamm, 104 Connor St, Wil- 
son, NC 27893. Tel: 237-5719. Junior 
member. Surnames: Lamm, Bailey, 
Townsend 

Billie Jo Matthews, 101 Wildwood Ave, 
Rocky Mount, NC 27803. 919-446-8701 
Surnames: Matthews, Works, Collins, 
Deatherage, Glover, Hocut, Lucas, Mus- 
tian, Parrish, Rackley, Stallings, others. 
Walter Williams, RR 3, Box 101, 
Yoakum, TX 7799S. 

Joyce A. Bell, 107 Hobbs Lane, Box 5-B, 
Washington, NC 27889. Surnames: Boykin, 
Davis, Wells, Williamson 

Changes: 

Billy Leegins, PO Box 7699, Wilson, NC 
27895 (address change) 

Jenny Bruffey Jones, 4112 Bremner Blvd, 
Richmond, VA 23228. 804-266-9411 (new 
address) who writes "What a joy to receive 
Trees of Wilson. Thank you very much for 
your work. I wish I lived closer so I could 
be with you for meetings." 

OTHER SOCIETIES 

Tar River Connections has asked us to 
announce they meet every month. We apol- 
ogize for the incorrect information. They 
plan to change meetings to the third Tues- 
day of each month. 







































Queries 





* Both my father, Jessy Room Bass, and 
mother, Dellar Ardeliar Ellis, were raised in 
the Black Creek area. We have my father's 
genealogy proven back to 1563 in England 
but are struggling with my mother's line. Ed 
R. Bass, 6 Cardross Lane, Columbia, SC 
29209. 803-776-5298. 

- My great grandfather, George Franklin 
Lamm, was born in 1866 in the Black Creek 
area, son of Rufus Lamm and Eveline 
(Mercer?) Gifford who were marned in 
1858. Rufus was not listed in the 1870 cen- 
sus. Can anyone help to find who his par- 
ents were and what happened to him? Mar- 
shall Lamm, 104 Connor St, Wilson, NC 
27893. 919-237-5719. 
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Family connections 


Questions, answers end 
information from the 
Whitson County Genealogical Society 





Reader wants to know 
connection with Peeles 


The Wilson County Genealogical 
Society meets on the fourth Tues- 
day of each month (except July, 
August and December) at 7 p.m. 
in the meeting room of the Wilson 
County Public Library. Néer- 
bership is open to anyone inter- 
ested in family history, and each 
meeting features a program on 
some aspect of local families. We 
can help with inquiries and offer 
assistance in the Genealogy Room 
at the library on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons. Write WCGS 
‘at P.O. Box 802, Wilson 27894 or 
call 237-1250 after 6 p.m. with 
questions which wilf be answered 
in this column. 

The next meeting of WCGS will 
be on Tuesday, Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. 
The program will feature a talk by 
Patrick Valentine, Wilson County 
Uibrartan, on the Episcopalians of 
Wilson County and his recently 
published book on that topic. 

WCGS publishes several books 
of interest to anyone working on 
tocal farnily history. The books 
include the Wilson County census 
of 1860 and of 1870, and three wvol- 
umes of cemetery surveys which 
cover nurmerous rural family plots 
along with larger community 
cemeteries including Evergreen 
Memorial. Maplewood Cemetery 
will be included in volume four 
scheduled for release late this 
year. Please cal! or write far a 
Publications List and order form if 
interested. 

Reader Response: ‘‘In your 
December column, you mentioned 
that my great-great-great 
grandma, Elizabeth Sullivan 
Raper was connected, through her 
huaband, Calvin, with the Peele 
family. This became the primary 
topic of interest in the family dis- 
cussions during the holidays. 
Could you please tell us where the 
connection is? Was Calvin's 
mother a Pesle? Thank you 80 


much for your colurnn.’’ 
8.8.J. 


Wilson 

Answer: The key work here is 
‘«connected.’’ Calvin’s mother 
(name not known) died in 18398, 
and his father, Robertson Raper, 
married Clara Moore in 1840. 
Robertson died in 1850 and Clara 
married Jesse Peelle in 1858, thus 
making Peelle stepfather to 
Calvin Raper. (Calvin and your 
great-great-great grandmother 
Elizabeth had married in 1853). 
Robertson and Clara had a son, 
Lawrence, who was progenitor of 
a substantial line which includes 
Boykin, Woodard, Lamm, Wti- 
liams, Pittman, Shingleton and 
Hardison connections. 

Jesse Peelle (note the spelling) 
was the grandson of the Quaker 
patriot, Robert Peelle of Rich 
Square. As pacifists, the Quaker 
sect did not participate in military 
action, however, Robert made a 
cash contribution in lieu of mili- 
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tary service on behalf of the Rich 
Square Friend's Meeting. 

Robert, fifth in a line with the 
same name, moved to the Black 
Creek-Nahunta area, helping to 
found a new Friend’s Meeting 
there (which is still active) and 
founding a Peele line that now 
numbers in the thousands spread 
across our nation. 

Just as with the Holland and 
Lamm families mentioned in 
previous columns, most early 
families are represented in almost 
every present family line in 
Wilson County. It has become a 
popular phrase to urge caution in 
speaking critically of anyone 
locally because of possible family 
connections. Our files contain 
nearly 12,000 local individuals all 
connected in some manner with 
Wilson County families, and more 
names are added regularly to this 
file. 

Question: I have been told that 
my Lamm family is not related to 
the large local Lamm family 
which has been described in your 
colurnn. Is this correct? 

MBL. 
WiuUeson. 


Answer: Based on the informa- 
tion which you provided we have 
been able to trace your line back 
to your great-great grandfather, 
Rufus Lamm of Black Creek. 
However, we have been unable to 
find much information about 
Rufus, e.g., birthplace and date or 
death date and place. We know 
that he married a young widow 
named Eveline (Mercer?) Gifford 
in 1858 and disappeared before the 
1880 census, leaving a son, George 
Franklin Lamm and a stepson, 
Robert (Gifford) Lamm. Can any 
readers be of help? 

More information: on the 
Ancestors Series shown on WUNC. 
We described the first five pro- 
grams in the December column, 
and here are brief details on the 
other five. The first program was 
shown on Sunday, Jan. 5 at 6:30 
Pp-m. Please check your television 
listing for times for the other pro- 
grams. 

6. Military & Census Records: A 
Vietnam-era Air Force veteran 
explores some of his military 
ancestors. 

7. African-American families: 
Information is needed to launch a 
successful search for these 
ancestors. 

8. Establishing Your Medical 
Pedigree: Trace family medical 
heredity and help spot possibie 
problems in your own line. 

9. Computers and Genealogy: 
Prison inmates show how they 
help with family history research 
using high tech methods. 

10. Leaving a Legacy: Prepare 
a history that will live for genera- 
tions and help your descendants to 
understand their heritage. 
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A Visit to NARS II More Things of Interest 


National Archives and Record Service, known today as 
NARS, you will remember as the place you visited as a child to 
see the Declaration of Independence and The US Constitution, 
housed in a stately building (built in 1931) on Independence Av- 
enue in downtown Washington, DC. Times have changed and 
the collection has outgrown its stately halls. Archives II has 
been added to house the overflow and specific departments, in 
suburban College Park, Maryland, built on land donated by, and 
adjacent to, the University of Maryland. 

The downtown Archives continues as a major research facility 
with records for genealogical reseach (census records, land entry 
files, passport applications, passenger lists, military service 
records) and US Government records that relate to American 
Indian, maritime, New Deal, Great Depression and World War I 
emergency matters. 

The College Park facility has all special media records includ- 
ing motion pictures, still pictures, sound recordings, maps, archi- 
tectural drawings, arial photography, and electronic data. (Go 
there to hear the Nixon tapes, if you are up to the task.) Paper 
records at College Park relate to foreign relations, commerce, 
labor, transportation, fiscal policy, energy, and social issues. If in 
doubt about where anything is, call User Services at 202-501- 
$400. 

We visited the College Park facility to search for maps used in 
the census of 1850/60/70. There were none on file. As the 
clerk stated, Archives only has what has been passed on from 
various Federal agencies. The census bureau never saw fit to 
save the maps of the various census districts. The earliest cen- 
sus district map found for Wilson County was dated 1910. 
Overall, Archives saves less than 5% of the Government records 
generated in any year. 

The new building is quite handsome, and parking is easy with 
clearly marked visitor spaces. This is a significant contrast to 
parking on the Mall. Downtown users are advised to take Metro 
from their housing site to avoid frustration. In College Park 
there is a reception office where new users are asked to register 
and be given a Researcher ID card for permanent use at 
Archives II. Once you get your card and shed personal belong- 
ings (not even your own pencil is allowed) in a free secure 
locker (ask for directions as there are NO signs), you are free to 
visit throughout the building. We found the staff to be friendly 
and helpful. The buildings are open until 9pm on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday nights at both locations, except that 
records may not be retrieved after regular working hours. They 
may be retrieved and held for later use, including Saturdays. 

~ Copy machines are available, and assistance is provided for diffi- 
cult documents. 


Archival Supplies: Genealogy is now considered to be one of the + 
top hobbies in the US which means a lot of people are trying to 
preserve their past. We often get questions about sources for 
photo albums, etc. suitable for such purposes. Here are some 
sources: Tricia Scott, Creative Memories, Lucama, NC 919- 
284-4165, Tricia gave a workshop for WCGS members some 
time back and is very helpful. You can order albums and other 
supplies from her and get very useful answers to your questions. 
She will also do workshops for groups at a modest charge. A 
very handy talent to know! 20th Century Plastics, PO Box 
2376, Brea, CA 92822, Tel: 1-800-767-0777. Recommended to 
us by a relative who works at National Archives in Washington, 
DC, as one of their main suppliers. Call for their free catalog of 
photo products and accessories, most of which are archival qual- 
ity. Please note that materials of this quality are not priced at the 
discount store level nor do discount stores sell archival quality 
items. Light Impressions, PO Box 940, Rochester, NY 14603. 
Tel: 1-800-828-6216. A big museum and gallery supplier with a 
wealth of unique supplies for the most offbeat requirements. Free 
catalog. Gaylord Bros, PO Box 4901, Syracuse, NY 13221. 
Tel: 1-800-448-6160. Preservation help line (Monday and Fn- 
days 1-800-428-3631). The supplier to most libraries across the 
US. Free catalog. 

Computer Stuff. Kith and Kin. This popular computer geneal- 
ogy shareware program is now available in a new edition - Ver- 
sion 3. 1. There are many new features designed to please any- 
one, including Windows 95 users. The upgrade fee is £12 or $25 
(credit cards and US$ checks ok) from SpanSoft, 11 Rowan Ter- 
race, Cowdenbeath, Fife. KY4 9JZ. That's not far from St. An- 
drews, so you might fly over, play 18 holes, and pick up a new 
copy of Kith and Kin or their superlative charting program Tree 
Draw for £10 or $17 more. Gen-Book. This gedcom compatible 
software allows you to import an ancestral file (PAF or any ged- 
com) into a word processing file, which may then be edited in 
Word or Word Perfect. You may choose from a variety of for- 
mats and options. The outcome of all of this is your own person- 
alized book. This is a well tested product with some age on it and 
appears to be well received. Order from Gen-Book, 2105 Coun- 
try Lane, Auburn, CA 95603. Tel: 916-889-8801. E-Mail gen- 
book@foothill.net or on the 'net at http://www. foothill. net/ 
~genbook. The listed price is $59.95 plus $4 shipping and is 
probably worth the investment in terms of saved time alone. 
Pre-Revolutionary War Currency: a few sets of notes are avail- 
able from 1748, 1754, 1760, 1761, 1768, and 1771. A collection 
of 30 different notes sells for $4,500 and all are North Carolina 
issue. Available from Criag F. Schexnaider, Attorney at Law, 
2210 Eas- 















Some users might not know that NARS has regional resource centers. x ; 
Some North Carolina records are stored in National Archives-Southeast ee Sate > ¢ NOSe~ N° O74 
Region, 1557 St. Joseph Avenue, East Point, GA 30344 (suburban At- D B eae the PoffefforhereofTen , - 
lanta). Tel. 404-763-7477. Holdings include Federal court records, Fed- —~’ proa Money tohe paid, ei 
eral executive agency field office reports, microfilm research rooms seal eas LEP ublicTréafiry acco ke 
(census, etc), and sale of National Archives publications. 77703. paibly: 1 

The important public documents of these United States are still dis. Tel: 409- fee welt, 
played in ceremonial splendor in the downtown Archives, just a few 892-7966. d PA oe 
steps away from the Smithsonian museums on the Mall. amet s — é 
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Jesse Asbury Moore Bible * submitted by Albert R. Page,Sr. 


Jesse was the eleventh child of the fourteen children born to 
Joab Moore and Martha Price. Joab’s parents were Theophilus 
Moore and Milly Robbins. Martha's father and mother were Joel 
Price and Nancy Evans. The Moore's were born in the southern 
part of old Edgecombe County. In 1855 when Wilson County was 
created the Moore home land straddled the northern border of 
Wilson County and the southern edge of Edgecombe County. Joab's 
family was listed in the Bdgecombe County Census £rom 1830 to 
1880. Joab's brother Isaac Moore and family moved south from the 
home land to what is now the Rosebud Church Road area (SR 1426) 
between 1850 and 1860 where they bought a farm. Before 1860 
Jesse Asbury Moore's oldest brother John Wilson Moore moved his 
family to what is now the Gardners Township near their uncle 
Isaac Moore. Jesse moved to Wilson County before 1870 to work on 
the large William Woodward farm with his brother and others. i 
1871 Jesse married as his Bible indicates below. 


On four different pages in this Bible the family recorded 
important events as they related to the Moore family. The 
information is copied verbatim. The £irst of these pages is 
entitled: 


"This Certifies That The Rite of Holy Matrimony was 
Celebrated Between" 


Jesse A. Moore of Edgecombe Co. 
and Winiford S. Owen of Wilson Co. 
on the 28th June 1871 at Orange Jones 
by Elder P.D. Gold of Wilson 
Witnesses: William Woodward & Warren Woodward 


The second page is entitled: "Marriages" 


Married June 28th 1871 
Jesse A. Moore to Winiford S Owen 


The third page is entitled "Births" 


Jesse A. Moore the son of Joab Moore and his wife Martha was 
borned Dec. ist 1846 


Winiford S. Moore his wife was borned Nov. 5 1846 


James J. Moore the son of Jesse A. and Winiford S. Moore was 
borned May 4th 1877 


Fannie Elizabeth was Borned July 9th 1873 
William Marsilos was Borned Nov 28 1874 


Charley Elbert was Borned Sept 7 1876 
Andrew Pall was Bornea Jan 8th 12.8 7-8 


Mary Colora was Bornea Aug ist 1879 


The fourth and last page is entitled: "peaths” 


Joab Moore Deceased June 18th el ste Pe3 
Borneda Nov Ss aS. 


3 
cC- Mm. i es Moore Borneda vec- cha co EX pee J 
Deceased Jan & f8 & 7 Ose. 
Sra Moore Bornedad March 219 18sa36 
Deceasea Aug 1°5 pees es 1 
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Jesse Asbury Moore Bible, continued 


Martha Moore borned May 2 1871 Z 
Deceased Sept 27 1886 


JI G Moore Borned Jan 1 
Deceased May 31 1862 


E W Moore borned March 6 
Deceased May 31 1858 


Jesse A. Moore Died June 28 1919 


Winneford S Moore Died Oct 10 1919 


intexpretation of Bible Information 


On the first page the name Owen {s actually Owens. Winniford 
Sarah Owens' mother was Rebecca Ovens. According to family 
tradition Winny was illegitimate. From a very young age she was 
raised by Orange G. Jones and his wife Mary Susan Page. From the 
“Death” page Joab Moore's birth year is 1805. _C.M.J. Moore was 
Joab & Martha Moore's daughter: Catherine Mahala J. Moore. 
S.A.E. Moore was Sarah Ann Elizabeth Moore another sister of 
Jesse Asbury Moore. Martha Moore is amore difficult case! She 
appears to be a granddaughter of Joab & Martha Moore but her 
parents are not identified in the records. If she is the Martha 
A. Moore of the 1870 Wilson Co., N.C. Census she was seven years 
old then. The 1880 Census reports her as being eighteen years 
vile! There appears to be some inconsistencies between these two 
Marthas from the stand point of birth year. J.G. Moore was Jesse 
Asbury's brother Jonas G. Moore. According to other family 
ReCord Sensi Sart lerG lige y.eict ase wict seo si cee It is reported he died in the 
Civil War and is buried in the Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond 
Virginia. E.W. Moore was also another brother of Jesse Asbury 
and his name was £11 Wilson Moore. His birth year was 1833. 
Some Moore kin report Eli Wilson died aiso in the Civil War. He 
is reported buried in the Panotts Cemetery, Darlington Cemetery, 
South Carolina. 


Jesse and Martha in their advanced years went to live near their 
san William Marcellas Moore in Macclesfield. AbDoune 9s 9489 
they became incapacitated and thetr family "broke up 
housekeeping" for them. Winny was sent to her daughter Fannie 
Elizabeth Moore Jones in Sims and Jesse stayed with Marcellas. 
They died less than four months apart in 1919. Both were buried 
in the Reddin Sugg Lewis' graveyard in St. Lewis, Edgecombe 
County among Kin and old friends. 


Thereafter, the Jesse Asburg Moore Bible lay for about sixty 
years at my grandmother's home in Sims until all our relatives 
there died and the family possessions were divided among kin anda 
the home sold. Today the family Bible of Jesse Asbury Moore is 
owned by one of the great grandsons, Vance Harper Jones of New 
Beri, iN 6 eas 


Sources 

1. G.L. Dickens, Jr. & Anne D. Davenport, Edward Moore & Some of 
LS We sCengents tay 2 

2. Edgecombe County Census, 1830-1880. 

3. Theophilus Moore Graveyard (SR 1404). 

4. Danicl Moore Graveyard (Sr 1135) 

5. Personal tnterview, Frances Jones Page, 1978 by Albert Page. 

6. Wilson County Census, 1860-1880. 

7. Wilson County Marriage Record. 

8. Reddin Sugg Lewis Graveyard, St. Lewis, EAgeconbe )GOnm-aeN 1s 

9. Correspondence with Vance Harper Jones, 26 Apr.1983. 


Research by Albert R. Page, Sr. (WCGS Member) 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Robert Peele Deed of Gift, submitted by Horace Peele 


To all people to whom these presents shall come know ye that I, Robert 
Peele, of Edgecomb County in the State of North Carolina for and in 
consideration of the love and good will that I bear unto my son David Peele 
of the County of Wayne and State Aforesaid and for other good causes me 
hereunto moving have given granted alienated conveyed and confirmed unto my 
gaid son David Peele his heirs and assigns forever one certain messuage 
tract piece or parcel of land situate lying and being in the said County of 
Wayne and on Bear Creek it being part of the lands I bought of Henry Howell 
by a deed bearing date of seventh day of January One Thousand Seven Hundred 
and Righty six and also the lands I bought of Randolph Branch by a deed 
bearing date the Seventh day of the fourth month One thousand seven hundred 
and eighty six as recourse thereunto being had may more fully appear the 
said lands now a joining together is supposed to contain two hundred and 
twenty acres be the same more or less and being the land whereon the said 
David Peele now dwells and is bounded as follows, the first part is supposed 
to contain one half of the lands I bought of Henry Howell at the lower part 
of said purchase beginning at a pine at the head of a little bottom that 
makes out of the said creek and runs by a line of marked trees between said 
land and Willis Peeles part of the same survey to a pine corner tree in the 
back line of the pattent thence the pattent line to the Board Tree Branch 
then down the meandera of the said Board Tree Branch to said creek and up 
the meanders of said creek to the first beginning. The second part is the 
lands I bought of Randolph Branch as above said beginning at a stake William 
Hams (now Bells) corner thence the various courses of the deed I had of 
Randolph Branch abovd said round to the first station which lands bounded as 
aforesaid with all the profits privileges advantages and all the 
appertaining erence in any wise thereunto belonging or appertaining I 
do hereby for my self warrant and forever defend against the lawful claims 
of any persons whatsoever claiming by from or under me or by virtue of my 
own person unto the said David Peele his heirs or assigns for ever as by the 
council learned in the law of him the said David Peele his heirs Exers. 
Admrs. Or assigns shall be devised advised or required in witnesses whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and seal this (*? ____+) day of (*?___i*d)sin 


the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety. : 
Robert Peele 


Witnessed by Willis Peele, Jesse Peele, and Jeremiah Horn. 


Recorded: Wayne County January Term 1800. Then was the written, deed 


of ' 
Gift from Robert Peele to David Peele proved in open court and ordered to be 
registered, Test Jas, Sasser C.C. 


Source: Wayne County Deed Book 7, Page 58. 


Editor's Note: The area described above has been part of Wilson County since 1855. Bear Creek runs into Toisnot Swamp near Rt 

222 which runs east from Stantonsburg to Saratoga and is part of the old stage road to Tarboro This route crosses Toisnot Swamp, 
and the bridge is noted as Peele's Bridge on old maps. Toisnot Swamp runs into Contentnea Creek a short distance to the south 

Robert Peelle had several descendents of the same name. Some are found in Wayne County, including one commemorated by Robert 
Peel Road off Rt. 117 between Fremont and Pikeville. Please see the "Family Connections" column for January 1997, on page three 

of this issue for other Peelle family information. Bs 
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John Dickinson Indenture, submitted by Grace Turner 


WAYNE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA LAND RECORD 


This Indenture made this 27" day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand Eight 
hundred and twenty Between John Dickison of the County of Wayne and State of North 
Carolina of the one part and William Ellis of the County of Edgecomb and Larry Dew of the 
County of Nash both of the State aforesaid of the other part Witnesseth that for and in 
consideration of the sum of sixty dollars in hand paid by the said William Ellis and Larry Dew 
the receipt whereof he the said John Dickison doth hereby acknowlege and therewith fully 
satisfyed and paid have given granted bargained sold and delivered and by these presents doth 
give grant bargain sell enfeoff and confirm unto the aforesaid William Ellis and Larry Dew their 
Heirs Executors administrators or assign a certain tract or parcel of Land situate lying and being 
in the County of Wayne and state aforesaid on the North side of Black Creek and bounded as 
follows Begining at the Bridge on the banck of the creek thence up the various of said creek to 
Hardy Horns corner thence s* Horns line to Chances line thence s*? Chances line to Cobbs road 
thence Cobbs line or the road to the beginning Containing Two hundred and eighty acres be the 
same more or less it being a tract or parcel of land Willed to the said John Dickison by his 
grand Father Edward Hood after the death of Patience Hood his Widow To have and to hold 
the above named bargained Land and premises unto the aforesaid William Ellis and Larry Dew 
there heirs and assigns forever after the death or Widow hood of the said Patience Hood in fee 
simple and he the said John Dickison do by these presents bind himself his heirs Executors and 
administrators forever to defend the right and title of the aforesaid Jand and premises unto the 
aforesaid William Ellis and Larry Dew there heirs and assigns free and clear from al] the lawful 
claim or claims of al] or any Person or persons whatsoever In Witness Whereof he the said John 
Dickison have hereunto set his hand and seal the day and date above Written 


In presence of John (his mark) Dickison (seal) 
Wiley Rowntree 

Jacob Farmer Wayne County February term 1821 
A Bardin Then was the within deed of sale from John Dickison to William Ellis 
& Larry Dew duly proved in open court by the oath of Arthur Barden a subscribing Witness 
& let it be Registered P. Hooks clk 


Source: Wayne County, North Carolina Deeds. Andrews-Hawkins. C. R. 103.401.1. Early- 
Exum folder. 


ESTATES PAPERS 


ISAAC DICKINSON: 10 July £792. Toa Wayne Co. Summons to Matthew Turner & John 
Fulghum admrs of Isaac Dickinson to answer George Lowe & his wife Ann for debt. 19 Mar 
1794. To Wayne Co. Summons to James Cobb clerk of Wayne Co court to appear in Geo Lowe 
& his wife Anne vs the excrs of Isaac Dickinson. 12 May 1794. Notice to take the depositions 
of Arthur Doal & Benjamin Turner at the house of William Boykins in Southampton Co 
Virginia, in the suit brought in Wayne Co by George Lowe & his wife Anne against Matthew 
Turner & John Fulghum admrs of Isaac Dickinson. [Note: Another notice of the deposition 
says Matthew Joiner instead of Matthew Turner.] 18 Jul 1794. Matthew Turner, with Burwell 
Moring & James Cobb securities, of Wayne Co gives bond to appear in district court. Jul Ct 
1794. Bill of costs in sd case. Named: Jacob Rentfrow, Ephraim Daniel, Britain Simms, Jesse 
Lowe, Simon Bazell, Daniel Dickinson. 


Source: WwW D A Ss -1810, by Bradley. 


Editor's Note: The families noted herein were all residents of the area which is now part of Wilson County. Isaac Dickison may be 
part of the family generally referred to as Dixon in current records, and that family line is a major part of the work done by Annie Lee 
Phillips as described on page eleven of this newsletter. According to her records the Dixons were of Irish origin and settled in 
Delaware and moved to Pennsylvania. By 1783 the family was living in the Quaker settlement of Snow Camp near Chapel Hill. From 
there the family spread into parts of eastern North Carolina. 
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Applewhite Records from Wayne County * submitted by Grace Turner 


This Indenture made and entered into this Twenty fifth day of January in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty nine by and between Elizabeth Applewhite of the county 
of Wayne and State of North Carolina of the one part and Elizabeth Cox of the same county and 
State of the other part Witnesseth that I the said Elizabeth Applewhite for and in consideration 
of the natural love and affection which I have and bear unto my Daughter the said Elizabeth 
Cox I have given and granted conveyed and confirmed and do by these presents give grant 
convey and confirm unto the said Elizabeth Cox all my right title and interest to the following 
property viz’, one Negro man by the name of Ishmel one negro Woman by the name of Avy and 
four children Winey Vicy Norcisci & Henry one sorrel mare all my Household and Kitchen 
furniture all my corn and fodder all my Stock of all descriptions not before named one hundred 
and four acres of Land on the clay branch known as the Scott Land and all the balance of my 
property of every kind and description whatsoever to her the said Elizabeth Cox to her and her 
heirs forever —— 

To have and to hold the above named property to her the said Elizabeth Cox to her and 
her heirs forever and | the said Elizabeth Applewhite will warrant and defend the right and title 
of aforesaid property free and clear from the lawful claim or claims of any and every person or 
persons whatsoever unto her the said Elizabeth Cox to her and her heirs forever In witness 
whereof I the said Elizabeth Applewhite have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal day and 
year above Written 
Signed sealed and delivered Elizabeth (her mark) Applewhite (Seal) 
In presence of W™ K. Lane 

Wayne County Feby Term 1845(?) 
Then was the within deed of Gift from Eliz* Applewhite to Eliz’ Cox duly proved in court by the 
oath of W™ K. Lane a subscribing Witness & ordered to be registered Jno A Green Clk 
A True copy as in my office 

R. Hooks Regr 
Source: Wayne County, North Carolina Deeds. Andrews-Hawkins. C. R. 103.401.1. Cobb- 
Duffy folder. 





Wayne County, North Carolina Wills 


WwW : Written on Feb. 21, 1835. Probated May Ct. 1835. Wife: 
Elizabeth; Sons: John, Peter, Robert, Lewis, Jesse; Grandson: Elisha Daniel; Daughters: 
Smithey Deans, Dorotha Daniel, Martha, Elizabeth; Executors: Son Robert and Zadock 
Peacock; Witnesses: Raiford Hooks and B. W. Vail. 


Ww : Written on June 3, 1828. Probated Aug. Ct. 1828. Sons: 
Elisha, John and Isaac (deceased); Daughter Martha Handley (mentions her heirs but does not 
name them); Granddaughter: Elizabeth Worrell; Grandsons: Stephen Applewhite and Isaac 
Handley; Executor: Son Elisha; Witnesses: Betheale Cobb and Tarieshe Worrell. 


JOHN APPLEWHITE: Written on July 22,1813. Probated May Ct. 1815. Wife: Elizabeth; 
Sons: Isaac, Elisha and John; Daughter: Martha Handley; Granddaughter: Elizabeth 
Worrell; Executors: Sons Isaac and Elisha; Witnesses: J. Howell and J. Dunn. (This will was 
contested in July 1815 and the caveat was successful. This copy was found by Mr. George 
Stevenson, Search Room director in a bible given the Archives). 

(Source: cts of W e Vo : 
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C. D. Howell Obituary * submitted by Bobby Boykin 


SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF ELD. C. D. HOWELL 

The subject of this sketch was born near Goldsboro, N. C., January 4, 1837. He died near the place of his birth on April 29, 1921. He 
was the son of Morris and Polly Howell. Bro. Howell entered the civil war in 1861. He served in the army till the close of the conflict 
in 1865. In that year he returned home and later in the same year professed religion and joined the M. E. church. Some time after that 
he was licensed to preach, and served as a local minister. About the year 1894, he withdrew from the Methodist church and joined the 
Free Will Baptist at Stony Hill church in Wayne county. He received full power as a minister. He was ever faithful to the charge com- 
mitted to him as long as his health would permit. It seemed to be his mission to build up weak churches, and we believe that no man 
could have done better on this line than he did. Elder Howell was twice married. His first marriage was to Miss Sophia Deans, February 
6, 1868. To this union were born five children, four boys and one girl. Three sons survive him. In September 1912, he was married to 
Miss Josaphine West, who died a few days after Bro. Howell. 

Surely a good man has laid down the working tools of life and gone to his final reward. "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; 
yea, saith the Spirit, they shall rest from their labors and their works do follow them." 

J. E. Davis 

(Copied as closely as possible from the original in the Western Conference Minutes of 1921 in the F.W.B. Historical Collection, Moye 
Library, Mount Olive College, Mount Olive, N. C. Submitted by J. Robert Boykin.) 


Jonathan Thomas Dew ¢ Transcribed from Hugh B. Johnston, Jr. Working Papers 


Jonathan Thomas Dew, son of Larry Dew and wife Nancy Bardin, was born on May 7, 1828, in Edgecombe (now Wilson) County, 
North Carolina, and died on March 28, 1870, in Wilson County. On May 10, 1853, he married Martha Ann Ellis, daughter of Wiley 
Ellis and wife Queen Esther Sharpe. She was born in 1836 in Edgecombe (now Wilson) County and died in 1881 in Wilson County. 
On October 19, 1871, with Elder Pleasant D. Gold officiating, she married secondly Elias Robbins, son of Arthur and Anna Robbins 
of Wilson County. 

On December |, 1870, Martha A. Dew petitioned to the Wilson County Court for a year's support from the estate of her late hus- 
band Jonathan T. Dew, whose administrator was John Dew, and whose responsiblilities included two children and "one bound girl". 
Commissioners Jesse M. Taylor, Joshua Barnes, and James (x) Tomlinson allotted to her a valuation of $600 in the following form: 


consumed since his death $75.00 
50 barrels of corn 250.00 
4,000 pounds of fodder 50.00 
2,000 pounds of shucks 10.00 
50 bushels of potatoes 15.00 
8 bushels of potatoes 4.00 
cash money 196.00 


In 1871 she was allotted her dower of 105 acres, beginning in the road near Joshua Barnes's Mill (formerly the Old Dew Mill), S. 
33° W. 115 poles, S. 44.5° W. 22 poles, N. 54° W. 87 poles, S. 35° W. 88 poles, N. 8° W. 56 poles, N. 35° E. 88 poles, S. 65° E. toa 
small Branch, down it to Toisnot Swamp, and down the Swamp to the first point. 

On January 25, 1873, administrator John Dew petitioned the Wilson County Court for permission to sell some of the landed assets 
of the infants George and Willie Dew in order to settle $1,600 in debts owed by an estate worth $5,800, with the agreement of Martha 
Ann Robbins, their guardian: (1) the Larry Dew estate tract adjoining G. W. and Moses Dew, (2) interest in the Willie R. Dew land; in 
all 78 acres worth $10 per acre. On March 9, 1873, W. L. Dew paid $700 for this land. 

On July 20, 1875, the estate then worth $6,300 was still in debt for $1,094, and administrator John Dew petitioned for the sale of 
additional land from the estate, with the agreement of Martha Ann Dew Robbins, guardian of the two orphans: 391 acres adjoining 
Joshua Barnes, Jesse Barnes, and the heirs of the late Arthur B. Dew, excepting the widow's dower land, valued at $5 per acre. On 
October 4, 1875, George W. Blount bid $1,197 for 133 acres of the preceding tract. 

On March 7, 1882, the assets from the personal estate of the late Jonathan T. Dew had been exhausted, leaving a debt of $156.07, 
and B. H. Bardin, administrator of the late J. T. Dew, was authorized by the County Court to sell enough land from the estate to sat- 
isfy the preceding debt, if Martha A. Robbins had not yet answered the demand for payment by November 15, 1882. 

Childred of Jonathan and Martha (Ellis) Dew; 
George Jonathan Dew was born in 1864 
Wiley Duncan Dew was born on May 31, 1868 
(Source of information: Wilson County, Special Proceedings, Book 1, pp. PEO} 123 9221J2245253/25 75625) 


Transcribed by Sue E. Powell from Hugh B. Johnston's Dew Family files. Jonathan Thomas Dew was part of the seventh generation 
of this family in his research. 


ee ee 
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nid In November 1996, Annie Lee donated a copy of 
her entire research efforts to WCGS. The collec- 
tion, with well over one hundred pages, is the re- 


sult of many years of work in digging out her ori- 
pins in southwestern Wilson County, Several announcements were made. 


Her work became a serious effort in recent years Jo Webb reported that Edgecombe County Genealogy Society 
P74, at the time of her retirement as a nurse at Wilson | had forty members and continues to grow. Membership applica- 
Memorial Hospital. A self-taught typist, all of her tions were available for any who wished to join. 

records have been typed. WCGS has made a copy Tar River Connections meets twelve times a year, and a pro- 
of everything and will bind this and place it in the Genealogy Room at the posal to change their meeting time to the third Tuesday each 
Wilson County Public Library within a few weeks. This document should month would enable persons to attend both WCGS and their 


My Families - Annie Lee Pope Phillips 








Minutes of January 28, 1997 meeting 


The Wilson County Genealogical Society met January 28, 
1997, at the Wilson County Public Library with Henry Powell, 
president, presiding. There were eighteen persons present. 


be of considerable interest and use to anyone working on any of these meeting. 

local family lines. More information was given on the Isle of Wight Ancestor 
All Dix Holland 8 
‘ ie pee Ramble on May 3. Flyers describing the day’s expected activities 

ars ue gaat were available. The cost of $25 will cover the bus, breakfast, and 

Bames Edgerton Narron : : ee 
Aeclan Faulk Phillips a printed guide. Participants should bring their own lunch. Ad- 
at Fulghum Pope mission costs (Bacon's Castle) and dinner are extra, Those inter- 
Collins Hatcher Shari ested in participating were urged to make reservations with pay- 
Creech Hayes Wilson ment. 

Annie Lee doesn't get out much any more unless it is with her walkerso | There was discussion about the Genealogy Web Site endeavor 
further research may not be quite so extensive. However, we are all in- for each county in the nation and participation of WCGS as the 
debted to her for her dedicated work and her kind gift to us all WCGS ~~ Wilson County sponsor. The matter will be discussed further by 
thanks you. the board. 


: z Joan Howell has completed the Nash County 1870 Census, and 

Wyman Work In Wilson Library it is now available for eas for $25.00 plus NC sales tax. 

WCGS member Carol Ann Tadlock Wyman of Raleigh, better Copies and flyers were available for those interested. She has 
known as "Tad", has presented some of her research for inclusion one this book independent of WCGS. 
in the genealogy collection at the Wilson County Public Library. A workshop on collecting, preserving, and providing access to 

Described as "compiled for her daughters,” Tad has presented cal history materials will be held in February at Edgecombe 
carefully researched and well prepared documents on several lo- County Memorial Library. Information regarding participation 
cal families that make up part of her own family tree. These re-  Wa8 Shared. 
ports include: Flyers were made available about a computer program which 
Holden Family: originally from Brunswick County, NC, Sem will convert some computer genealogy programs to book text 
Holden married Mahala Jane Batts and settled in Wilson County _- The minutes of the previous moras were approved as printed 
after the War Between the States. Thus, the beginnings of the ee the newsletter. The treasurer s report was given stating re- A 
Holden Family of Holden's Crossroads outside Wilson. ceipts of $982.34, expenditures of $159.76, and a balance on Jan- 


Hart Family: the early history of this family from Surrey County, U&!Y 26, 1997 of $3551; 12. The annual treasurer’s report for the 
Virginia, and their local Batts connections 1996 year was given stating total income of $4285.84 and expen- 


. : ‘ : : ditures of $2818.79. 
Tisdale Family: the early history of this family from Amelia ; 2 
County Virpinia and i Renn atts. Horn — Flowers con There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. Dr. 
aes er Pid enbe Nashtand Rye @ aunties Patrick Valentine, author of The Episcopalians of Wilson » 
: County, North Carolina, gave a talk about the process of writing 


41996 Financial Report the book, the approach to and the scope of the material included, 


and how it can be of help to genealogists. 


Wilson County Genealogical Society : 
Treasurer's Report - 1996 February Quiz - census time 


INCOME EXPENSE 


1860 Census 175.00 Advertising 133.42 1. What happened to the 1890 census? : 
aise 200.00 Heading publiosioes "39.60 2. The 1840 Federal census form contained a space to list certain 
Cemeteries II 225.00 Newsletter postage 362.36 ; s Who were these peo le. 
Cemeteries III 320.00 Newsletter-printing 380.40 people and their SEs, peop + 
Sy Heng Remernoes 130.00 FO, Box ree, ie 3. When calculating ages of ancestors from census records, sho 
N letter -back issues 30.00 Postage-publications ' ; 
Fn tole Wad 227.45 Postage-office ae you go by the date the census was actually taken or the official 
Dues 1868.75 Sales Tax Deposit 5 9 
Bank interest 69.99 Search Costs 12.40 census day’ 
Contributions 662,00 Office Equipment 793.87 January answers: 
P & Handli 100.00 Office Supplies 505.61 " f . 
Sales Tax e 42.00 HB Johnston copying __ 124,94 1. Her husband was dead. It comes from the Latin "relicta," meaning the one left. 
pestcn Fore 8:00 2. Georgia - Pennsylvania 
Overpayment 2.65 aan . , 

TOTAL INCOME $4285.84 TOTAL EXPENSE $2818.79 3. First citizenship papers filed, meaning the Declaration of Intention to become a 

citizen had been filed in court. 
NET INCOME $1467.05 


I $$$ 
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WCGS Publications Order Form 


Qty 
| Wilson County; North.Carolina, Census of 1860). ......2 225i cence ee > as connie rte eevee ae atone $25.00 
(includes all six schedules; every name index; 221 pages; Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, 
| edited by Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, May 1993) 
| Wilson County, North Carolina, Gensus’of 1870) .0. 5... feces. coh -- eae eee a, $25.00 
(includes all five schedules; every name index; 390 pages; Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, March 1994) 
Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | .......... cece ceeec tees eeeeee essa essen eeeen eens $25.00 
(244 cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, | 
edited by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) | 
| Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume Il ......... ieee eeee cece ceeeceeeeeee essa eeesn essen ees $25.00 
(75 cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions; 389 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 
| edited by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) 
Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemetenes Volume Tries... oe. ss... cnnnp oe ereeg pee ee ee $25.00) 
(121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 350 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Sue Evans Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 1995) 
Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for computer genealogy programs (PAF, 
Brother's Keeper, Kith & Kin, others) of over 8500 Wilson County individuals . ..............0.:ceeeseeeeeeee ees $10. 00) 
Trees of Wilson, back issues from 1/1992. Price varies with issue. We invoice then ship upon receipt of 
payment). Issues wanted? 





Total of publications ordered 2 te ee $ 
Sales tax.@.6% fot NC .residentSma sec. cc ete $ 
Postage’and:handiingi@i$2.50 per item 26, .....-.cs.saa ena ae $ 
Membership/Subscription WCGS/Trees of Wilson @$15...................5: ) 
Total amount of this order .00.0 wi eds. te $ 


| (payment accepted by check or money order payable to WCGS. No cash please) 


|Advance Publications Notice: Cemeteries Volumes IV and V are now in preparation. Advance reservations may be placed 
for shipment and billing upon release. Do not send payment now. 


|Please reserve: O Cemeteries Volume IV, pub. date late1997 [1 Cemeteries Volume V, pub date tba 
OC Please reserve a place for me on the Isle Of Wight Ancestor Tour, May 3, 1997. | enclose my check for $25 


which will be refunded if the trip is cancelled. Sorry, reservations cannot be accepted without payment. A complete 
itinerary will be provided in a few weeks. 


Name: 





Address: City: State: Zip: | 





_Membership/subscription to WCGS/Trees of Wilson is $15 per calendar year for an individual or $20 for two family 


_members. Payments made after October 1 will include all issues through 1998. | 
This page may be photocopied if desired. 








| 
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A big thank you goes to Monika 
Fleming for her impressive display of 
knowledge on how to trace your Civil 
War ancestors. If you missed this you 
will have a permanent gap in your 


genealogical re-sources. We don't have 






; ; a tape of the presen 
President's | tation but Monika 


Message handed out a guide 
which would be 
helpful to anyone. Please send a #10 


SASE to WCGS at PO Box 802, Wilson 
27894 for a free copy of this guide. Be 


sure to ask for the Civil War guide. 
Sue Powell has completed work on 


the Wilson County Historical Map, pre- 


pared from an early Hugh Johnston 


work given originally to Monk Moore. 


Sue has added old county boundary 
lines, post offices, townships and a 


detailed legend to help you in locating 


the old homeplace. 


In addition she has Confederate Field 


Maps which list names of many resi- 
dents of that time. These are superb 
windows into the past, along with two 
Wilson City maps. All maps are now 


available for purchase and are listed on 
the last page of the newsletter. You may 


copy the order form there. 


Highlights of This Issue 


Family Connections, February 97 
New Virginia Archives VisSit................ 
Member Publications 
Register of Deeds 
Caveman Genealogy 
Pndex Vols (1996) i.ic.-te ee eres 
PICTIIOCIS cg ast: eaten oe <tan> <a reavaraseatss 
Barnes & Grimmer Petitions 
FWB Ministers 


Volume 6 Number 3 





WCGS Meeting March 25 


Over the years we have tried to balance 
our meetings between informational pre- 
sentations such as Monika Fleming's ex- 
cellent Civil War research tips in Febru- 
ary, and subjects of personal interest to 
individual members. March is our month 
for the latter. Sue Powell will present her 
map project results featuring the several 
maps which will be of interest to members 
who want to know where the action is, or 
was, with their ancestors. 

In addition, the program committee has 
scheduled another sharing session for 
members to present a family artifact, 
story, memory or whatever that would be 
of general interest to other members. Re- 
member grandma's wedding nightgown? 
Great auntie's bloomers? See what you 
can find to surprise and entertain us all! 


Family History Tour | 

This is the final call for reservations for 
the Isle of Wight / Surry County Family 
History Tour scheduled for May 3, 1997. 
We have enough reservations to ensure 
that the trip will go but there are still 
spaces available which will be filled on a 
first come basis. 

The itinerary is pretty much final at this 
point and will begin with a tour of Bacon's 
Castle (Allen & Williamson families), on 
to Smith's Fort, Pleasant Point (Edwards 
family), Chippokes (Powell family), Ft. 
Boykin (Peacocks with feathers), Court- 
houses, St. Luke's Church (Jordan, 
Bridgers, Woodard, Holland, many other 
families). The late afternoon will be in 
Smithfield with dinner on your own there. 
We should be back around 9 pm. Break- 
fast is included, served on the bus (ham 
biscuits, sweet rolls, juice & coffee). Bring 
a picnic lunch to eat at Chippokes. We'll 
have coolers on the bus for your bag lunch 
& sodas. Everyone is sure to have a won- 
derful time, rajn or shing| 








WCGS HomePage Response 


The initial response to the new WCGS 
homepage has been excellent. We have 
had over 900 visitors in the first month of 
operation and a sizeable number of 
queries along with several new members. 

With the built-in E-Mail link, we re- 
ceive comments from members, old 
friends and new friends. Comments gen- 
erally praise the lively music (Dixie and 
Country Roads), the scrolling marquee, 
and the bouncy, up-beat look of the home 
page. The only thing that is significantly 
lacking is the list of people willing to help 
with research. One person responded to 
last month's request. Is there anybody out 
there? Hello? 


Genealogy Library Books 


There was an announcement in the pre- 
vious newsletter (February 1997) of new 
materials which have been donated to the 
Wilson County Library Genealogy Room. 
These materials have been sent by the li- 
brary staff to the bindery and will be 
shelved within 30-60 days. 

It is not possible for WCGS to copy 
parts of these materials for individual! 
members. There is simply no time avail- 
able to fill such requests. We can always 
use volunteers to help with such tasks. 
Please help us if you can. Thanks! 


Sneak Preview of April 


Grace Turner is heading a campaign 
to bring a speaker from the NC State 
Archives to work with us to under- 
stand more about ancestors who served 
in WWI and WWII. This is an as yet- 
unfunded Archives project, and we'll 
be in on the ground floor . Members 
are invited to donate copies of pho- 
tographs and family papers pertaining 
to these wars. More details later. 
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Trees of Wilson 


This newsletter is published by the Wilson 
County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 802, 
Wilson, NC 27894-0802. Telephone 919-237- 
1250. 

Trees is published monthly except for Decem- 
ber and July. An annual index is published as 
part of the March issue. Annual membership is 
for a calendar year and includes a subscription to 
the ten issues published each year or issues re- 
maining from the date of receipt of payment. The 
annual single membership fee is $15. 

Materials of interest to the members of 
WCGS are accepted for publication at the discre- 
tion of the Editors and should pertain to families 
with connections in Wilson County and its 
neighboring and parent counties. 

Queries are accepted and printed without 
charge from WCGS members; nonmembers 
should enclose a check for $2 for each query sub- 
mitted. All queries should include full name(s), 
dates and geographic location, if known, of the 

| person(s) for whom you seek information. Inter- 
net queries may be printed without charge at our 
descretion. 
Officers: 

President: Henry Powell 

Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 

Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 

Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reece 

Ferrell, Katye Alford 

| Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue 

Powell 

Regular Contributors: Grace 

Turner, Albert Page, Horace Peele 
Committees: 
Queries: Reece Ferrell 
Library Assistance: Joan Howell, 
Janice Sharpe 
Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 
H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 
Wilson County Genealogical Map: 
Sue Powell 
Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 
Bible Records: Paul Darden 
Programs: Deborah Mitchell, Carol 
Forbes 
Please send address, name or information 
changes to WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 
27894. 
The Newsletter is mailed with first-class 
| postage to subscribers of record. 





Page 2 


ebruary 18, 1997 « Wilson Daily Times 


Family connections 


Questions, answers and 
tniormatiion trom the 
Willison County Genealogical Society 


Genealogical Society 
plans family tour 


Genealogical Society Meetings: 
The Wilson County Genealogical 
Society meets on the fourth Tues- 
day of each month (except July, 
August and December) at 7 p.m. 
in the meeting room of the Wilson 
County Public Library. Mem- 
bership is open to anyone inter- 
ested in family history and each 
meeting features a program on 
some aspect of local families. 

The next meeting of WCGS will 
be on Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. 
The program will feature a talk by 
Monika Fleming of Edgecombe 
Community College on Con- 
federate Soldiers from our area 
and on using military records to 
find ancestors. 

We can help with inquiries on 
researching your own family and 
offer assistance in the Genealogy 
Room at the public library on 
many Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons. You may write to 
WCGS at P.O. Box 802, Wilson 
27894 or call 237-1250 after 6 p.m. 
with questions which will be an- 
swered in this column. 


WCGS publishes several books 
of interest to anyone working on 
local family history. The books 
include the Wilson County census 
of 1860 and of 1870 and three vol- 
umes of cemetery surveys which 
cover numerous rural family plots 
along with larger community 
cemeteries including Evergreen 
Memorial. Maplewood Cemetery 
wlll be included in volume fou 
scheduled for release late this 
year. Please call or write for a 
publications list and order form if 
interested. Copies of these books 
are alzo available for use in the 
Genealogy Room at the Wilson 
County Public Library and may be 
purchased at the circulation desk. 


Family History Tour: WCGS is 
conducting a guided tour to Isle of 
Wight County, Va., on Saturday, 
May 3. This area, on the south side 
of the James River across from 
Jamestown, is where many of our 
early local families settled when 
they first arrived in America 


We will visit Fort Boykin, 
located on some original Boykin 
land, and Bacon’s Castle, the 
oldest brick home in Virginia and 
ancestral home to the Williamson 
family of our area. We will also 
visit St. Lukes Church, home 
parish to Woodard, Jordan and 
Bridgers families among others; 
Pleasant Point, homesite of the 
Edwards family; and Chippokes, 
a Powell family settlement. There 
will be time to browse in the an- 
tique and gift shops of old colonial 
Smithfield. The cost for the tour is 
$25 which includes bus transporta- 
lion, breakfast on the bus and a 
printed guide. Guests should take 
a picnic lunch and pay admissions 
and other incidental costs. Please 
send $25 deposit to WCGS at P.O. 
Box 602, Wilson, NC 28794 to 
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reserve your place on this 
fascinating trip back into family 
history. 

Question: from Internet user, 
BB, Largo, Florida. (The WCGS 
homepageishttp:// 
www-txdirect.net/(c(til- 
da)hpeele/wilson.htm). I am 
looking for families Boykin, Ren 
frow and Etheridge of Nash and 
Wilson counties. GGrandfather 
Bill Boykin da. 1937, GGrand- 
mother Neppie Kesiah Renfrow b. 
1893, GGGrandmother Sallie Ann 
Etheridge married Benjamin 
Renfrow in 1882. Trying to trace 
back further. Would appreciate 
any information. 

Answer: We described the 
Boykin origins in an eariier coi- 
umn (October 1996) as being in 

, near Cambridge, where 
they ated from Belgium in 
the 13th century. The family 
spread into southern England and 
one branch became established in 
the village of Charing, near 
Canterbury in Kent. Edward 
Boykin left Charing in about 1685 
and settled in the farming hamlet 
of Ivor in Isle of Wight County, Va. 
(now part of Southampton Coun- 
ty), about 15 miles north of 
Franklin. His son, Edward Jr. 
bought property in Northampton 
County, N.C. and his son, Ben- 
jamin, moved to Wayne County. 
His son, Hardy, moved to Nash 
County in the area between Sims 
and Rock Ridge (now Wilson 
County) where the family re- 
mained for many years. Hardy Jr. 
had a son, Council, who produced 
Woodson, father of William, your 
great-grandfather. 

Neppie Renfrow was the daugh- 
ter of Benjamin and Sallie Ann 
Etheridge Renfrow. Benjamin 
was the son of Mabry and Cinthy 
Atkison Renfrow. Sallie Etheridge 
was the daughter of Granberry 
and Kesiah Williamson Etheridge. 

We prepared a descendency 
chart for Edward Boykin and 
found that it took 14 pages of 
single-spaced text to list the de- 
scendants in our file. There is little 
doubt there are many more, A 
local member of that family is 
currently working on a book 
detailing all of Edward’s connec- 
tiona, however, the publication 
date is still faraway. 

Question: Where are the loca- 
tions of ‘‘Old Fields’’ and ‘‘Davis 
X-Roads’’? 

JAB, Washington, N.C. 

Answer: Old Fields is a town- 
ship located in western Wilson 
County and was once part of Nash 
County where you will find rec- 
ords for families there prior to 
1855. There are several Davis 
Crossroads, one near Lucama, one 
near Black Creek and may be 
others which we would be pleased 
to hear about. 

Report prepared by 
Henry and Sue Powell 
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A Visit to the new Virginia State Library 


Open since January 1997, the new State Library and Archives 
of Virginia is housed in a dramatic modern building facing 
Broad Street in downtown Richmond. 

The cavernous two-story lobby and grandiose staircase lead 
from the street level to the second floor reading rooms (elevators 
are available) where old friends will struggle to find their way 
among the resources while hiking around the edge of the wasted 
mass of the upper lobby. 

Staff members seem to be confused and often unable to explain 
what happened to old reliable materials such as the massive deed 
volumes. The understaffed circulation desk seemed be the best 
source of whatever information is available. It took three tries to 
get an explanation of where to find the superb county resource 
book collection, now crammed into tall, narrow stacks with 
hardly enough room for two people to pass. The main reading 
rooms are lined with bound volumes of old magazines such as 
The Saturday Evening Post, hardly items of much interest to li- 
brary visitors or genealogists as no one seemed to be using these. 
It appears that the attempt to combine regular library and spe- 
cialized genealogy resources came unglued somewhere along the 
line. 

The microfilm section - heart of the Archives - is jammed into 
a low-ceiling area and you must sign up for a reader, provided 
you can find or get to the reservation desk. On a more positive 
note, the actual Archived documents section is more accessible 
than before, but we have not tested their response to a request or 
determined if they are more cooperative than in the past. 

There is a strong vision for the future, if you believe that the 
future lies on the internet. Many resources are being digitized 
and will be available via that source in coming months on in- 
house terminals. The already impressive computer catalog sys- 
tem still works the same way, somewhat cumbersome but effec- 
tive. User friendly is not a good term for that system. Most books 
are held in remote stacks and may be requested from any termi- 
nal just as before. But now it takes up to an hour instead of the 
former 15 minutes before the books are in your hands. 

Lunch in downtown Richmond can be a scary experience, es- 
pecially on foot. You might want to retrieve your car from the 
excellent free basement parking garage and head to Shockoe Slip 
or far West Broad for a less threatening venue. 

Our visit was simply a waste of time in terms of research gain. 
It took most of the day to figure out how to do anything. Their 
internet site has a lot to offer and less hassle. Use any web 
browser to get to Virginia Archives where you will find many 
digital databases that could be helpful, and many more on the 
way. That is, if their computer is in the mood. It has been off- 
line on several recent tries. 

It is refreshing to see how a State Government can focus efforts 
and resources (not always successfully) on helping the public. 
Compare the vast spaces in the Virginia Library to our little 
crowded, cramped State Genealogy Library in Raleigh - with 
empty space going unused in the same building. Wake up some- 
body in Raleigh. Look and learn from Virginia ... and for pete's 
sake, please do some staff training before you open the doors. 


[Member Publications 


It has become editorial policy to promote publication efforts 
of any current member in this newsletter. Accordingly, here 
are two addtional examples for your interest and consideration. 
Turner & Philbeck, 600 Lynwood Ave, Wilson, NC 27893 
(Grace Turner is a charter member, former board member, and 
former newsletter editor of WCGS) 

Alexander Co. NC Will Abstracts 1847-1910. $12.50 
Ashe Co. NC Will Abstracts 1799-1910. $16.00 
Burke Co. NC Surviving Will & Probate Abstracts 

1711-1910. $15.00 
Caldwell Co. NC Will Abstracts 1841-1910. $12.50 
Catawba Co. NC Will Abstracts 1842-1910. $18.00 
Cleveland Co. NC Will Abstracts 1841-1910. $18.00 
Gaston Co. NC Will Abstracts 1846-1910. $15.00 
Henderson Co. NC Will Abstracts 1838-1919 and 

Transylvania Co. NC Will Abstracts 1861-1910. $16.00 
Lincoln Co. NC Will Abstracts 1779-1910. $21.00 
McDowell Co. NC Will Abstracts 1842-1910. $11.00 
Polk Co. NC Will Abstracts 1855-1910. $8.00 
Rutherford Co. NC Will Abstracts 1779-1910. $18.00 
Wilkes Co. NC Will Abstracts 1777-1910. $20.00 
Upper Broad River Basin Pioneers 1750-1760. $24.00 
Bladen Precinct/Co. NC Surviving Land Warrants and Surveys 

1735-1749, Surviving Land Entries 1743-1751. $22.00 
Mecklenburg Co. NC Index to Land Surveys 1763-1768. $15.00 
Mecklenburg Co. NC Land Warrants 1765-1768. $19.00 
Tryon Co. NC Land Warrants 1768-1774. $15.00 
Orders should include 6% sales tax for NC residents and $1.50 
postage and handling for first book, $0.50 for each additional book. 


Generations Past, 3874-A Newsome Mill Road, Lucama, NC 
27861 (Joan Howell, owner, is founder, charter member, past presi- 
dent and former newsletter editor of WCGS) 

Nash Co. NC Federal Census of 1870. $25.00 

Nash Co. NC Federal Census of 1860. Pub. date tba 

Orders should include 6% sales tax for NC residents and $2.50 
postage and handling for each book. 


Wilson County Register of Deeds Office Moved 


The office of the Wilson County Register of Deeds has moved to 
new facilities at 101 North Goldsboro Street, directly behind the Wil- 
son County Courthouse. The office is on the second floor, served by 
outside stairs or an inside elevator. 

Most of the new space is devoted to real estate records while the 
vital statistics are kept in a small vaulted room. 


[Caveman Genealogy | 


A March 8, 1997, Associated Press report from London, 
"DNA Links Skeleton to Teacher," indicates that Adnan Tar- 
gett who lives in the town of Cheddar, Somerset, England, may 
have the oldest proven genealogical link. DNA tests recently 
showed he is genetically related to a person whose skeleton 
was found in a cave 1/2 mile away and who has been carbon- 
dated to be about 9000 years old, and probably lived about 
7150 BC 

Now, let's see how the genealogists do on filling in the miss- 
ing generations. 
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Petitions submitted by Grace Turner 





State of North Carolina Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions 

Edgecombe County November Term 1833 
The Petition of Burchett Barnes & wife Penelope (formerly Penelope Cobbs -) of full age. Sarah 
Cobb & Martha Cobb minors by their Guardian Jacob Taylor - To the Worshipful the Justices of 
the Court of Pleas & Quarter Session - 

Humbly complaining showeth unto your Worships that by the death of their Father Amos Cobb 
of s° county somewhere about the year 1828 - that they became Tenants in Common of Two tracts 
of land joining each other and forming one tract of about Five hundred acres or thereabouts, and 
adjoming the lands of William Ellis, Joshua Jordan & others - They further shew unto your 
Worships that they are desirous of having said lands divided and an equal share of it allotted to cach 
of the Petitioners and further that you will appoint Larry Dew, Seth Ward, Cornelius Jordan & 
Edwin Barnes and Frederick Robbins Commissioners to meet on the premises and make an cqual 
partition of said lands one third to each Petitioner - under their hands and seals and return the same 
to this Court - 

And that you will grant them such other and further relief as their case may require and they 
will ever pray as in duty bound &c¢ 

Henry T. Clark Atto 
pro Petitioners 
On reverse: Burchett Barnes & wife, Martha Cobb & Sarah Cobb. Petition for Partition. Ex 
parte. Nov’ Term 1833, Commissioners: Fred Robbins, Larry Dew, Cornelius Jordan, Edwin 
Barnes, Seth Ward. H. T. C. atto. 
Source: Edgecombe County, N. C. Estates Records. Amos Cobb's Estate. C. R. 037.508.26. 











Edgecomb County, N.C. 
27 March 1849 
To His Excellency Chartes Manly 
Gov’ of the State of North Carolina 
Your petitioner respectfully asks your attention and clemency to the following statement of facts in 
regard to her son Drury Grimmer - who is now in the Tarboro Jail, for the crime of stabbing James 


Dunn - 


i“ At the last Sup’ Court of Edgecomb, the said Drury Grimmer was tried and sentenced by the 
Judge of said Court to be imprisoned in the jail of said County for the term of six months - 


2™ Your petitioner respectfully states, that it is the opinion of every person with whom she has 
conversed with on the subject, that the term of imprisonment is too long, as the wounds inflicted on 
James Dunn was by no means dangerous, and that D' Mercer who attended the said Dunn, states 
that the wounds were not severe - Martin Gardner states that he saw the wounds and considered 
them slight - 

James Dunn was not confined but a few weeks and even then went about the most of the time 
and is now entirely well - The committing magistrates J. P. Pitt Esq" and Jno F. Hughes think his 


term of imprisonment too long - 
3° The said Drury Grimmer, was a volunteer in the Mexican War - served out his time and was 
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Petitions, continued 


honorably discharged - He was one of the Edgecomb volunteers - Your petitioner flatters herself that 
this fact will have its due weight with your Excellency - Your petitioner prays that your Excellency 
will reduce his term of imprisonment to two months or less - 


Your petitioner has also obtained the signatures of the annexed names in behalf of her son, and 

further prays that your Excellency will extend your clemency in the matter and restore her son to 

his liberty and relations - That you will extend your clemency in this matter 

is the humble prayer of your petitioner - 

Sarah Cummings 

To His Excellency Gov. Manly - 

The undersigned petition to your Excellency to reduce the term of imprisonment of Drury Grimmer 

who was sentenced by our last Sup" Court to six months imprisonment in the Jail of Edgecomb 

County - The said Grimmer is not considered a very troublesome man but ts as well behaved as the 

most men - We think from what we know and hear that the wounds inflicted on James Dunn were 

not dangerous - The said Dunn is now well - The said Grimmer was a volunteer from this County 

in the Mexican War and was honorably discharged - That your Excellency will give your attention 

and extend your clemency in this matter is what we desire - 

On beanie Jams(?) W. Williams William Forbes 

Jno. F. Hughes J. P. Zadock R. Braswell L. S. Cobb 

James Norvill Ja’ F. Jenkins J. H. Bullock 

Lewis Belcher Jo D. Jenkins Levi L. Lancaster 

Henry Belcher John Harrell Joshua A. Bulluck 

Benja” Bynum Mansel Wooten Thomas Ruffin 


Tho* Smith Jn’ G. Williams J. P. 


J. B. Wilkins 

F. G. Pitt 

Rob' Belcher J. P. 

Jn® R. Mercer (Dunn's 
Physician) 

Jno. O. Oates 

John Roberson 

William M. Gay 

B. B. Barron 

Solomon Gardner 

Dorsey Gardner 

Johnson Page 

William T. Braswell 


W" F. Mercer 

J. H. Barnes 

Benja W. Sharpe 
George Drake 
Starkey (X) Howard 
Ephraim E. Cobb 
Amos W. Cobb maj. 
Willis Fleming 

F. D. Little 

Enos Harrell 

F. D. L. Fleming 
Martin Gardner 
Jacob Bynum 


B. G. Braswell 
Little Boy J. Lancaster 
J. R. Williams 
W. G. Bulluck 
Amos Hagans 
Leroy Skiner 
Willy Johnson 
Asa Hill 

Levi Cherry 
Jacob Whitley 

S. E. Moore 

Jas. M. Redmond 


Source: Governor Charles Manly's Papers, 1848-1849. January-April 1849 folder. G. P. 123. 
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SEITIONS FOR G * SUSPENSIONS (PART UCK d #916. Oct. 21, 1782 to Col. 
James Glasgow, esq: Corneluas Jordan jr and Joshua Jordan swear: They "see an advertisement” of Robert 
Brown to warn anyone [not] to enter and survey “a piece" of land on Great Swamp; the land borders: 
Joseph Phillips and Corneluas Jordan in Edgecombe Co. Brown has entered 100 ac as a bounty for his 
services in the 10th Regiment "by law", which land John Morris entered and surveyed "as I am told by said 
Brown". [signed] sworn before Stephen Cobb [C Jordan and J Jordan don't sign| [on the back| Ocr. 21, 1782 
to James Glasgow: Please suspend the grant and notify a caveat on the within claim. [signed] Alex Martin; 
Robert Brown vs John Morris; certificate issued Oct. 21, 1782; [Robert Brown was u private in the 10th 
Regiment N © Continental Line enlisted Aug. 30, 1777 for 3 years and discharged Sept. 16, 1788 in N.C. 
Colonial & State Records vol. 16 p. 1017). 
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|FWB Ministers 1921-22 WCGS Minutes, February 25, 1997 


(a partial list taken from the 1921 Western Conference Minutes 
in the F.W.B Historical Collection, Moye Library, Mount Olive 
College, Mount Olive, N. C., submitted by J. R. Boykin III)) 
Pleasant Grove, Wayne, pastor's name not given 

Stony Hill, Wayne, G. C. Joyner 

Spring Hill, Wayne, M. C. Prescott 

Union Grove, Wayne, N. S. Lancaster 

Pleasant Hill, Wayne, Needham S. Lancaster 

Black Jack Grove, Wayne, name not given 

Fremont Chapel, Wayne, name not given 

Little Rock, Wilson, S. H. Styron, Pine Level, N. C. 

Marsh Swamp, Wilson, S. H. Styron, Pine Level, N. C. 

Saint Mary, Wilson, J. H. Whitley 

Milbourney, Wilson, B. J. Cash, Ayden, N. C. 

People's Chapel, Wilson, W. R. Coats 

New Sandy Hill, Wilson, B. B. Deans 

Rose Bud, Wilson, name not given 

Mount Zion, Wilson, J. H. Whitley 

Holly Springs, Johnston, W. M. Ferrell 


Flowers Records from H. B. Johnston 
















John Flowers, born 1735, son of Edward Flowers 
and wife Elizabeth Barnes, was living in Edgecombe 
County, North Carolina, on August 18, 1756, and 


recorded his cattle mark as follows: “A Swallow Fork 


in the rt Bar & a half Moon over the Left with a Nick 
John Flowers, born 1735, son of Edward Flowers and wife 


Elizabeth Barnes, was living in Edgecombe County, North Car- 


olina, on August 18, 1756, and recorded his cattle mark as fol- 
lows: “A Swallow Fork in the rt Bar & a half Moon over the 
Left with a Nick under it. E on the off Buttock.” On June 11, 


1761, James Ricks of Edgecombe County sold John Flowers for 


£3.10.0 current Virginia money 12 acres south of Tar River on 
Rick’s Branch adjoining said Flowers (from the Isaac Ricks 
patent), witnessed by Micajah Thomas and Edward Moore. On 
September 13, 1785, John (I) Flowers of Bladen County sold 
James Ricks of Edgecombe County for £133.6.8 in specie 212 
acres south of Tar River adjoining Richard Horn patent, Isaac 
Ricks, and Ricks’s Branch, witnessed by Renison (R) Tisdale 


and Redman Bunn. On March 13, 1792, the will of James Ricks 
of Edgecombe County bequeathed the land purchased from John 


Flowers. 


Sources: Edgecombe County Marks and Brands August 1732 to 


May 1809; Edgecombe County Deed Books 1, p. 254 and 4, p. 
317; Abstracts of Edgecombe County Wills, p. 277 


Transcribed by Sue E. Powell from Hugh B. Johnston’s Flowers 


Family files. so Tacrnaremeenl 
Query: WEBBER, Joseph John William Henry b. 1879. Wil- 


son Co. d. 1943 m. Mora O'Neal. Joseph was the son of Bettie 
Webber and is believed to be illegimate and the father to be of 


Indian ancestry maybe by the name of Little. Bettie's father was 


Samuel Webber. Any information appreciated. Marian Tillery 
(Internet query, please send any info to Trees for forwarding) 


The Wilson County Genealogical Society met February 25, 
1997, at the Wilson County Public Library with Henry Powell, 
president, presiding. There were thirty persons present. 

The following old business was covered: 

* The WCGS homepage is attracting visitors and queries.. Sev- 
eral members present had viewed the information and gave their 
opinions about its presentation and information. Members were 
solicited to answer queries. 

* This month is the sixth anniversary of the organization of 
WCGS. The thirty-two charter members were recognized. Their 
names are attached. 

* Sign-ups for the Isle of Wight Ancestor Ramble tour on May 3, 
1997, continue. Those interested in participating were urged to 
submit their registration and $25.00 payment. 

* Current membership is 97. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as printed 
in the newsletter. The minutes of the February 19, 1997, Board 
meeting were read. The treasurer’s report was given stating re- 
ceipts of $482.91, expenditures of $165.28, and a balance on 
| February 25, 1997, of $3,868.75. 
| The following announcements were made: 
¥° WCGS member Bill Murphy has cancer and a status report was 
given by Grace Turner. 
¢ The National Genealogical Society Conference will be held 
May 7-10, 1997, in Valley Forge, PA. 

* Edgecombe Community College will offer a class in genealogy, 
to be taught by Betty Reason March 11-Apmil 15, 1997. The tu- 
ition cost will be $27.00. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
Monika Fleming, English Department head and instructor at 
| Edgecombe Community College and member of the Civil War 
Roundtable gave a very informative presentation on how to find 
and use military records in genealogical research. Her handouts 
included an extensive bibliography of sources for further assis- 
tance. 


March Quiz - Wilson County Waterways 


1. Otter Creek flows from eastern Wilson County into Edge- 
combe County. What was the original name of this creek and 
where did it get its name? 

2. Bloomery Swamp in NW Wilson County got its name from an 
early industry in nearby Nash County. What was this industry? 
3. What one thing was owned at various times by each of these 
early residents: Stanley Boykin, Alfred Boykin, Stephen Boykin, 
Condary Boykin, Irving Boykin and Hardy Boykin 

February answers: 

1. Most of it was destroyed by fire January 21, 1921. Congress autho- 
rized disposal of the remnants. 

2. Pensioners for Revolutionary or other military service. 

3. Census day. For 1790, 1800 & 1820 it was the first Monday in Au- 
gust.; for 1830-1900, it was June 1; for 1910 it was April 15 and for 
1920 it was January 1. 







































6th Grade Test Answer: A census taker is a man who goes 
from house to house increasing the population. 
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WCGS Publications Order Form 


Qty 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860 
(includes all six schedules; every name index; 221 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, May 1993) $25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870 
(includes all five schedules; every name index; 390 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, March 1994) $25.00 


_____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume | (244 cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) 
$25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume Ii (75 cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions; 389 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) 
$25.00 

_____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume lil (121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 
350 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Sue Evans Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 
1995) $25.00 


___ Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for com- 
puter genealogy programs (PAF, Brother's Keeper, Kith & 











Advance Publications Reservation: 








Reserve a copy of Cemeteries IV (pub. date late 1997)0 


Kin, others) of over 8500 Wilson County individuals from 
the earliest settlers, all linked by birth or marriage. $10.00 
____ Trees of Wilson. Back issues of the Newsletter from 
1/1992. Price varies with issue. We invoice then ship upon 
receipt of payment. Issues wanted? 


Wilson County Maps as listed below 

____ Historical Map: old county lines, waterways, early 
roads, towns & post offices, township boundaries. Edited 
by Sue E. Powell from a Hugh Johnston map. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #1. N-S, Virginia line to Tar- 
boro, W-E, Whittakers to Mufreesboro. Geographic details, 
extensive names of residents. From NC Archives. $5.00 
____ Confederate Field Map #2. Continuation of #1 above, 
S. to Neuse River, W-E, Wilmington/Weldon RR to Wash- 
ington, NC. $5.00 

___ Confederate Field Map #3. Enlarged portion of part of 
area covered by #2 above, similar details but other resi- 
dents named. Includes Black Creek, Stantonsburg, 
Saratoga, Nahunta, Pikeville, Speight's Bridge. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #4. Continuation of map #3 
above S. to Neuse River, includes Goldsboro. $5.00 

___ Town of Wilson, 1872. block by block details by E. B. 
Mayo, redrawn by F. T. Green & Assoc.. $5.00 

___ Town of Wilson, 1882. Block by block details by 
Gray..$5.00 





Reserve a copy of Cemeteries V 


(pub. date 1998). Do not send money now. You will be invoiced upon publication, shipment will follow receipt of payment. 
Family History Tour - IOW/Surry County, VA, May 3, 1997. 0 Reserve a place on this tour. I enclose $25 for the tour cost. 
WCGS Membership: 0 Enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $15 individual / $20 family membership. 


Name 
Postal Address 
Surnames of Interest: 


Email Adress 
County Cemeteries Project 














Interested in volunteer assistance with WCGS: 0 
Library Genealogy Assistance 0 Answering queries 0 


Telephone 


state Zip 














Wilson 





Hugh Johnston Project 





Other 


This page may be photocopied if desired. 
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Thanks to the excellent support and 
Family Heritage Tour to Isle of Wight 
and Surry Counties in Virginia for May 
an "ancestor ramble", but it became 

- obvious during the 
President's % 
Message was too light a term 

for the trip. Our 
our local family origins in "Surreyside", 
and tour participants will have a first 
years ago for our very own ancestors. 
Our roots are deeply planted in the 

And a special bonus comes to an end. 
In the preparation of the new publi- 
new maps, we accidentally omitted the 
charges for shipping, handling and 
who ordered during the past month has 
had free shipping and handling with 
maps have been excellent, and we 

suspect not just because of our error in 


participation of our members, the 

3 is sold out. We originally called this 
prep-aration that this 

research has brought much insight into 

hand look at what life was like over 350 

south shore of the James River. 

cations list last month to include the 

sales tax. These are back and everyone 

sales tax paid for you. Sales of the new 

the price list. 


Henry Powell 
Family Connections ..242.%..002.3000.3:<-. Zz 
DACINDETS xt . Puss. 0%. .cesenste hos. eee S) 
LDS Family Center Hours.................... 3 
Saving Old Phots with Water Damage .3 
Member. Comments, vuenecessecct -.. eo-20t-.<- 3 
Skinner Family & Graveyard 4-7 
CCOUMICTICIING So, erent s,s. 8 
sanoston: Petition 206 acn%... ct Bhtaete 8 
Wilson County Townships 1868 9-10 
Marcha Minutes scar siiee-eoe-o-s 11 
POT UI Zea OCU caterers 11 
Announcements ie es, 20ers 1] 
Publications. jak aeciewn cate et eset. 12 
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Sion Harrington III, Coordinator of the 
Military Collections Project, North Car- 
olina Division of Archives and History 
will present a description of his program 
at our April meeting. 

Archives is in search of letters, diaries, 
reminiscences and other memorabilia re- 
lated to North Carolinians who served in 
any branch of the military between 1919 
and 1954. During Word War II alone, 
some 370,000 men and women of the Tar 
Heel State served in defense of liberty in 
the country's armed forces. 

Specifically, Archives wants to collect 
and preserve: 
¢ Personal correspondence during the mil- 
itary service period. 
¢ Discharge papers and other official 
service-related documents. 

* Selected memorabilia 

¢ Photographs (copies or originals) of 
North Carolinians in uniform. These will 
not be returned so please have a scan 
made of photos which you want to keep. 
Your local print shop can do this. Xero- 
graphic photocopies are not suitable. 

¢ Audio and/or video interviews 

If you wish to donate any of these items, 
Mr. Harrington will be pleased to receive 
them at this meeting. In addition, he can 
provide an easy-to-follow interview guide 
to record the reminiscences of a veteran. 
We all probably know someone who loves 
to tell war stories. Here is your chance to 
preserve these on video or audio and 
make an old soldier happy as well. 

Grace Turner has agreed to be our coor- 
dinator for this project. Please telephone 
her at 243-4518 if you have questions or 
need guidance on materials to be donated. 

A preview of May ... Dr. Bruce Pruitt 
will give a presentation on Suspended 
Land Grants. If you don't know what 
these are, here is your chance to learn. Dr. 
Pruitt has published many books. 
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WCGS Meeting April 22 Internet News 


The WCGS Internet home page, opera- 
tional since February, seems to be draw- 
ing considerable attention. 

A "counter" records the number of peo- 
ple who visit the web site, and the number 
displayed is a cumulative total since the 
Site was started. At the moment, the num- 
ber of "hits" is 1,115 for the first two 
months! The count seems to run at 50 or 
more per week. 

After a slow start, the number of queries 
has boomed, and we stay constantly busy 
digging up the various, often obsure, re- 
quests for family information. 

This process always produces useful 
details, such as the fact that the defunct 
Wilson Furniture Company once con- 
ducted funerals, and their records are 
stored at Joyner's Funeral Home. That fact 
may be useful to one of our readers some- 
day. 

The queries, not surprisingly, are all 
challenging. If they were easy the answer 
could have been found through other 
sources. We seem to be a refuge of last 
resort. We have had little success with 
questions regarding extra-marital and 
inter-racial matters. These details are sel- 
dom recorded anywhere. 

We have been passing out queries at the 
monthly meeting. If you would like to 
help with some of these knotty problems, 
let us know. Or check into our home page 
and pick one that interests you. Please let 
us know if you find any answers so we 
will not waste duplicate efforts. We would 
appreciate a copy of any answer which is 
then filed in the vertical file in the Ge- 
nealogy Room in the Library. 

The internet address, again, is 
http://www.txdirect.net/~hpeele/ 
wilson. htm 

If you're not yet on the net, then you are 
missing a wonderful opportunity to learn 
more about genealogy. It's great! 
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This newsletter is published by the Wilson 
County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 802, 
Wilson, NC 27894-0802. Telephone 919-237- 
1250. http://www.txdirect.net/~hpeele/wil- 
son.htm. 

Trees is published monthly except for Decem- 
ber and July. An annual index is published as 
part of the March issue. Membership is for a 
calendar year and includes a subscription to the 
ten issues published each year or issues remain- 
ing from the date of receipt of payment. The an- 
nual single membership fee is $15. 

Materials of interest to the members of 
WCGS are accepted for publication at tlie discre- 
tion of the Editors and should pertain to families 
with connections in Wilson County and its 
neighboring and parent counties. 

Queries are accepted and printed without 
charge from WCGS members; nonmembers 
should enclose a check for $2 for each query sub- 
mitted. Queries should include full name(s), 
dates and geographic location, if known, of the 
person(s) for whom you seek information. Inter- 
net queries may be printed without charge at our 
descretion. 

Officers: 
President: Henry Powell 
Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 
Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 
Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 
Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reece 
Ferrell, Katye Alford 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue 
Powell 

Regular Contributors: Grace 

Turner, Albert Page, Horace Peele 
Committees: 

Queries: Reece Ferrell 

Library Assistance: Joan Howell, 

Janice Sharpe 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Wilson County Genealogical Map: 

Sue Powell 

Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 

Bible Records: Paul Darden 

Programs: Deborah Mitchell, Carol 

Forbes, Mary Helen Schaubhuth 

Please send address, name or information 
changes to WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 
27894. 

The Newsletter is mailed with first-class 
postage to subscribers of record. 
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The Wilson County Genealogical 
Society meets an the fourth Tues- 
day of each month (except July, 
August and December) at 7 p.m. 
in the rmneeting room of the Wiison 
County Public Library. Mem- 
bership is open to anyone inter- 
ested in familly history and each 
meeting features a program on 
some aspect of local families. 

The next mesting of WCGS will 
be on Tuesday, March 26 at 7 p.m. 
The program will feature Wilson 
County maps prepared by WCGS 
and a family artifact sharing ses- 
sion for members to present. 

We can help with inquiries on 
researching your own family and 
offer assistance in the Genealogy 
Room at the public library on 
many Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons. You may write to 
WCGS at P.O. Box 38023, Wilson 
27894 or call 237-1260 after 6 p.m. 
with questions which will be an- 
swered in this column. 

WCGS publishes several books 
of interest to anyone working on 
Jocal family history. The books 
include the Wilson County census 
of 1860 and of 1870 and three vol- 
umes of cemetery surveys which 
cover numerous rural family plots 
along with larger community 
cemeteries including Evergreen 
Memorial. Maplewood Cemetary 
will be included in volume four 
scheduled for release late this 
year. Please cali ur write for a 
publications list and order form if 
interested. Copies of these books 
are also available for use in the 
Genealogy Foor af the Wilson 
County Public Library and may be 
purchased at the circulation desk. 

Family History Tour: WCGS is 
conducting a guided tour to Isle of 
Wight & Surry counties, Va., on 
Saturday, May 3. This area, on the 
south side of the James River 
acroas from Jamestown, is where 
many of our early local families 
settled when they first arrived in 
America. 

We will visit Fort Boykin, 
located on sorne original Boykin 
Jand, and Bacon’s Castle, the 
aldest brick home in Virginia and 
ancestral home to the Williamson 
family of our area. We will also 
visit St. Luke’s Church, home 
parish to Woodard, Jordan and 
Bridgers families among others, 
Pleasant Point, homesite of the 
Edwards family; and Chippokes, 
2 Powell! family settlement. There 
will be time to browse in the an- 
tique and gift shops of old colonial 
Smithfield. The cost for the tour is 
£25 which includes bus transporta- 
tion, breakfast on the bus and a 
printed guide. Guests should take 
a pienic Junch and pay admissions 
and other incidental costs. Piease 
sem $25 deposit to WCGS at P.O. 
Box 802, Wilson, N.C. 28794 to 
reserve your place on this 
fascinating trip back into family 


Wilson area are Haynes, Atkinson 
and Mercer; we are also related to 


Trees of Wilson 


Family connections 


Questions, answers and 
intormation trom the 
Wiison County Genealogical Society 


WCGS answers questions about 
Williamson, Mercer and Boykin 












Williamsotts. How does Jane 
Atkinson (mentioned in an earlier 
column) fit into our family? Is Eli 
Mercer our ancestor? Was Isaac 
Williamson our ancestor? Thanks. 

F.W.B., Wilson 

Question: Do you know the ge 
nealogy of Christian Williamson's 
father, Isaac Williamson? We 
know he married Saily Mercer 
who died before 1854. Also, in our 
Boykin line, Susanna Boykin 
Davis was the daughter of Tobias 
Boykin (b. abt 1815). How does 
Tobias fit into the Edward Boykin 
line? 

J.W.., Rocky Mount 

Answers: Isaac Williamson 
(1808-1855) is something of a 
mystery. His mother, Keziah Wil- 
Hamson (1777-7), was mentioned 
as unmarried at the time of 
Isaac’s birth. We have no firm in- 
formation on her connection to 
other Williamsons, although some 
researchers feel that she was de- 
scended from the Halifax County 
Williamson line which originated 
in Isle of Wight-Surry County, Va. 

Isaac’s father was purported to 
be Bartley Deans (1775-1860) who 
married Nancy Nichols (1777-7). 
Isaac married Sallie Mercer 
(1810-7) and divorced her around 
1850 in an ugly lawsuit which 
named her indiscretions in explic- 
it terms (NC Archives Supreme 
Court Records). Sally was the 
Gaughter of Et and Christian 
Farmer Mercer. Christian’s line 
goes back to Thomas Farmer of 
Surry County, Va., where he set- 
tled as an English immigrant in 
the 16006 and founded a large local 
daynasty. 

Eli Mercer could have been 
married at least three times, 
probably first to Barshaba 
(Nicholson?) and possibly to a 
Margaret. Isaac Williamson was 
named as executor of Eli Mercer's 
estate (he died in 1837); this Eli 
could have been a son of the 
Previously named Eli. Sallic was 
mentioned in the will. 


Tobias Boykin (1815-?) may 
have been a poorly documented 
son of Jonathan Boykin (?-1832), 
son of Hardy Boykin (1760-1832). 
Tobias married Frances Duck in 
Nash County in 1837 with Irvin 
Boykin as bondsman (possibly his 
brother). Other references to 
Tobias are vague, but we know 
that his son, Irvin (1844-7) served 
the Confederacy in his father’s 
Place. Frances was not listed in 
this household in the 1860 census, 
and the youngest child was Susan, 
age 13, who was presumably your 
Susannah. Perhaps readers have 
further information on Tobias to 
share with Boykin relatives. 


We are working on your Haynes 
and Atkinson connections but need 
more information (dates, where 
they lived, relatives, etc.) to an- 
swer your question. The Haynes 
homeplacs seems to have been at 
the intersection of Merck Road 
with Wilson Christian Road. 
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More on Member Publications Saving Old Photos from Water Damage 


In response to questions regarding last month's listing of Here is some advice by the FEMA (Federal Emergency Man- 
member-writtern publications, we should point out that this pol- agement Agency) from their web page (http://www.fema. gov) 
icy or tradition has also come to include a donation of a copy of _| along with some personal experience of the editor. 


each publication to the Wilson County Public Library for the use 
of members of the Society and the public. Photographs and photo albums are often the only records of 


momentous occasions like weddings, birthdays, and gradua- 


sible. If the negative was not damaged, you can make new 


New: prints anytime. Otherwise, save photos without negatives first. 
William Jeffrey Taylor If photos are moldy or stuck together, then the outcome is not 
1425 Rock Creek Drive too favorable. Try soaking in warm water but be prepared to 
Rocky Mount, NC 27804 lose some or all which fail to separate. When working with 
919-977-6261 wet photos remember that the surface will be fragile. Wet pho- 
Names: Taylor, Jackson, Rose, Wallace, Armstrong, Exum, tos should be rinsed in clean water and stacked with wax paper 
Webb, Wilkinson, Dew, Daws, Braswell, Boon between each, sealed in a plastic bag, and frozen for later pro- 
cessing. 
William Galloway 
PO Box 220 Later, photos may be defrosted, separated, and air-dried in a 
Walstonburg, NC 27888 single layer on a clean surface or preferrably on a horizontal 
919-753-3233 window screen. Avoid direct sunlight. The photos will proba- 
Names: Galloway, Walston, Wiggins, Lewis bly curl but can be flattened later. B&W snapshots were origi- 
nally dried on a hot stainless steel drum; studio portraits were 
Dorothy Walton usually dried between sheets of blotter paper sandwiched with 
1346 Medinah Drive corrogated cardboard, weighted, and placed in a fan blown 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 drier, much as plants are dried in a plant press. For home use, 
941-481-3646 a slightly warm dry iron can achieve the same purpose, but 
Names: Hogg never let the iron touch the surface of a print as it will melt the 


gelatine coating that holds the image. 


Changes: - 
Jacqueline Ottinger Our Members Write ... 


1206 Oxford Place 
Cary, NC 27511-4719 ... Support for your effort to organize and catalog Hugh John- 


ston's papers is a worthy activity. I personally spoke to the 
Allen Co. Public Library in Fort Wayne about subscribing to 
Membership as of 4/14/97 = 127 Trees and I believe it is a first-rate newsletter. Those of you 
who maintain its services should be congratulated. ... we de- 


4 ; | scendents of Wilson Co. residents, who have moved west 
aS Beoy EUISLOLY. CAUSE EWsIOULS ! should thank you for maintaining the records of our ancestors. 

The Goldsboro LDS Family History Center has announced new | We are related by blood and heart. 

Sunday hours on the first Sunday of each month from 1-5 PM, Barbara Broman 
excluding April and October. Fort Wayne, Indiana at, 

Some members will recall, from our visit there for a regular (Editor's Note: The Allen County Public Library has renewed 
meeting about a year ago, that this center has a wealth of infor- its subscription to Trees for the third consecutive year. Many 
mation on microfilm, microfiche, card files, and computer. The thanks to Barbara for her support and encouragement. 
Librarian Mary Spiron has considerable publishing experience We hope to make better progress on the Hugh Johnston 
and is a well known genealogist in her own right. Please take records in coming months as work has nearly stopped due to 


advantage of this opportunity to explore new avenues of research lack to availability of records. The work is only about 20% 

in your own lines. Your editors have had good successes there on | Complete to date, and we now have a better idea of what can be 

every visit and have extended several personal lines. done as the project continues. Our need for volunteer time and 
The LDS Center is relatively easy to find, being beside Rt. 70, | Monetary donations to support this project still peter inet 

The hard part comes in getting off Rt 70 onto the side streets. stong. Our current state of completion has been reached only 

WCGS member Mary Helen Schaubhuth, who provided this in- through the dedicated assistance of several volunteers. Can you 


theres Picake call her ato13 5840) society, not ours alone. Our goals are set by us for ourselves 


and for the preservation of family history.) 


a 
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William Hasleton Skinner Family & Graveyard « Albert Page, Jr. 
William Hasleton Skinner Family & Graveyard 


Florence R. Skinner 
wife of H.H. Moore 
Born: 05 Jan. 1850 
Died:201 JMarcwis9s8 


Today only the above lone ‘headstone marks whateuse= towpema 
prominent graveyard on SR 1424 in Gardners Township. Even at 
that the headstone does not even have the dignity of setting up 
right but lies slightly "disarrayed in arvclumpeoteweedsmandyemal 
trees right off the west side of the road .2 of a mile south of 
the Junction of thesRosebud” Church Road. (SR azo monde a aan 
Road (SR 1424). During the summer six years ago family history 
researcher Norma Parker on a day of visiting family cemeteries 
pointed out the single identifiable headstone of Florence R. 
Moore. Mrs. Parker reported that old family members she had 
interviewed told her Florence Rebecca Skinner Moore wanted to be 
buried on the farm of her father William Hasleton Skinner. Her 
husband Henry Hayward Moore buried her according to her wishes in 
the Skinner family graveyard. Mrs. Parker's research and 
interview information on the graveyard has been confirmed by 

this researcher. In 1992, now deceased, John Everette Brice who 
lived and farmed in the area for most of his early years reported 
that in the 1920"s and 1930"s ‘there “use to be®abouteitataeaedozen 
attractive marble headstones in the graveyard and that there were 
about twelve to fifteen people buried there. His father-in-law 
George W. Howard in 1911 had lived in the old farm house and 
tended the acreage there. Mr. Brice said that Cad Moore (John 
Caswell Moore died abt. 1902 or 1903) had been buried there too. 


William Hasleton Skinner (born abt 1808 or 1809) was one of the 
sons of Henry Skinner and his wife Elizabeth Little. William 
inherited a one ninth share at the early death of his father in 
1826. William H. married Rebecca Gill (born abt 8 2eormist) 
the daughter of Thomas and Mary Gill on the 19th of February 1829 
in Edgecombe County. It appears by the 1830 Edgecombe County 
Census W.H. Skinner, his young wife and son Thomas H. moved into 
what is today the Gardners Township of Wilson County. Over the 
next two decades William's family and fortunes grew considerably. 
The 1850 Edgecombe County Census reports his assets as: 150 
improved and 257 unimproved acres, two slaves: a male twenty and 
one sixteen year old female, children in school and a farm value 
of $1,250.00. By 1853 all his children were born and they can be 
identified from the 1850 Edgecombe and 1860 Wilson County Census 
reports. 


The surviving children of William Hasleton Skinner and his wife 
Rebecca Gill and their vital statistics are as follows: 


1. Thomas H. Skinner (CSA) 
Born: 1629 Edgecombe County, N-c. 


Marriage: Elizabeth Barnes, 27 Nov. 1866, Wilson County, N.C. 
Death: Abt 1899 
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Cemecery sWmaehe Skinners farma(?)eWilsonsCo. Nic. 

Mary Ann Skinner 

BDOUCicw meMaren O51. pe RagGecombe, County, eN.c. 

Marriage: William Harrell (CSA), 30 Mar 1854, Edge. Co., N.C. 
Death 03 June 1920, °Rocky Mount, Edgecombe Co., N-C. 
Cemetery: Maplewood, Wilson, N.C. 


Martha Ann Skinner 

BOrMEM Zell LYeeos 5, =Bagecombe? Co. yaNcG. 

MeanmloderMordecatebasSmc CoA) ~me Loe Deca! 956, eNilsonmcor, N.C. 

Deatieweo Jane logo, ewilsonacoe, NaC. 

Cemetery: Mordecai & Martha Ann Skinner Bass farm (SR 1424), 
Wilsons Com, ENaC. 


Jesse Lester Skinner (CSA) 

Dorm, sewosvebagecombeaco., N.C. 

Marriageécmc lst) rannies As Thorn,) 16erebs 1869s (2nd) > Elizabeth 
PLCC Man; wecreMaree Oy eWillsonkCon a Nac. 

Death: Aft 1900 

Cemetery: Wm. H. Skinner farm (?) (SR 1424), Wilson Co. N.C. 


Nancy Jane Skinner 

PORN mo LmAUgeLOSo, Bagecombe, Co2, N.C. 

Manca eral Sole COGm (GOA) mOd Jan el S66,—a Wilsons Con;eN.Cc. 
Death maC4 oe pie. 359; mrRockvVeMount erEagecombe? CO. BNic. 
Cemetery: Pineview, Rocky Mount, Edgecombe Co., N.C. 


Van Buren Skinner (CSA) 

DOU mADUNLo4) »mEagecomberco. N.C. 

Manrilage: 

Death» 9VNov 1862, Staurton, Vir: Hospital® (Civil War) 
Cemetery: Staurton area, Virginia 


FeliclashL. Skinner 

Born: 27 Mar 1845, Edgecombe Co., N.C. 

Marriage: Shadric Felton (CSA), 06 Dec 1866, Wilson Co., N.C. 
Deathee s0BMare LILL,  WilsonyCo.,)N-c. 

Cemetery: Maplewood, Wilson, N.C. 


William Ann Skinner 

Born: 29 Sept 1847, Edgecombe Co., N.C. 

Marriage: Martin Barnes (CSA), 18 Mar 1869, Wilson Co., N.C. 
Death-1c0 Julyel9is7 WilsonsCo; 7 Nec: 

Cemetery: Maplewood, Wilson Co., N.C. 


Florence Rebecca Skinner 

Born: 05 Jan 1950, Edgecombe Co., N. 

Marriage: Henry Hayward Moore, 18 a Wie Wilsomeco. N.C; 
Death: 01 Mar 1898 

Cemetery: Wm. H. Skinner farm (Sr 1424), Wilson Co., Nace 


.Della Skinner 


Born: 18 Feb 1853, Edgecombe Co., N.C. 
Marriage: Frank Procker, 27 Jan 1877; Widson,Coz,.N.Ce 


a SS 
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Death: 23 Dec 1928, Rocky Mount, Edgecombe Co., N.C. 
Cemetery: Pineview, Rocky Mount, Edgecombe Co., N.C. 


The 1860 Wilson County Census reports the William Hasleton 
Skinner family doing exceptionally well. By then William owned 
672 acres of land (250 improved and 422 unimproved), six slaves 
with two slave houses, real estate value of $6,290.00, personal 
value of $5,765, children in school and two daughters married. On 
May 10th of this year William gave his daughter Martha Ann Bass 
seventy acres from his holdings, "...in the County of Wilson 
adjoining the lands of Stephen Cherry, Isaac Page & W.W. Batts 
known as the Eason Sharp tract...". However, even though it 
appears the family was doing well economically William Hasleton 
Skinner apparently was experiencing ill health and at the young 
age of about fifty-two decided to write his will on September 
8th, 1860. He appears to have died soon thereafter because his 
will was probated October 10, 71860)" in the Witsen county, Court. 
In his will he left his "plantation" which was on "both sides of 
the swamp" and included 423. acres to his wife Rebecca and 
children. He named five slaves (Randall, Judy, Peter, Jo and 
Matilda) and there seems to have been others not named that were 
to go to his family. His "piney woods" next to Hollaway 
Etheridge and others he directed to be sold along with Matilda to 
the highest bidder and the proceeds be divided among family 
members. It >was his wish thateatter the death ofeimsew1 reencuecca 
Gill Skinner that the land be divided between sons Jesse Lester 
and Van Buren. The remaining slaves at that time were to be sold 
and the money divided between Thomas, Mary Ann, Jane, Lisha, 
William Ann, Florence, Della and Martha Bass’ heirs. 


Son Thomas H. Skinner was assigned as executor of his father's 
will and on January 11th, 1861, a sale was held in which 
numerous items of property were disposed of at an auction. 
Common items listed were: tools, bushels of cotton seed, barrels 
of corn, hogs, bee hives, mules; and “a barrel =ot brandy ie 
three items that brought the greatest amount of money to the 
estate were: raw Cottons toOeW. Wes Bacts fLores4d 24.0 0emunempiiey 
woods (224 acres of land) to Thomas H. Skinner for $600.00 and 
the femalevslave Matilda soldstoed.J. Taylor foreso7 os. 0G sre 
total income from the sale was reported as $2,066.78. 


The coming Civil War had a negative impact economically on this 
family as it did throughout the entire slave holding states of 
the South. The sons and son-in-laws served the Confederacy and 
some of both (Van Skinner & William Harrell) never came home 
again. Several of the others survived wounds and Shade Felton 
was highly decorated for bravery. 


The decade of the 1860's was typically disconcerting for the 
Skinners compared to the good years prior to 1860. Finally the 
mortality schedule with the 1870 Wilson County Census reported 
that mother Rebecca Gill Skinner passed away on February 9, 1870. 
It seems reasonable that she was placed by the side of her 
husband in the William Hasleton Skinner graveyard there on the 
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family farm (SR 1424). 


The Wilson County Probate Court records on February 12th 1870, 
indicates that William Woodard was the administrator of the 
estate of Rebecca Skinner. The sale of the property of Rebecca 
Skinner was held on March 7, 1870, with the live stock (roan 
horse, mules, ox, pigs and geese) generating about fifty per cent 
of the total income ($1040.84) from the auction. Many household 
items were sold evidence of breaking up house keeping for this 
family. Perhaps the last sign of this process was the fact that 
the "Family Bible" was sold to son-in-law Wilson Todd the husband 
of Nancy Jane Skinner. 


Sources: 


1. Florence R. Skinner Moore's headstone SR 1424 (Cattail 
Rd.) Gardners Township, Wilson Co., N.C. 

2. This researcher has had several interviews over the last five 
years with Norma Parker formally of Rocky Mount and now of 
Came Ss UO sa wtc Oo UesnASmS NaAmeCOemuCch mote Nerspersonaimsmesear ch 
information with me concerning family lines we are both 
related to such as the Moores, Skinners and Gardners. 

3. Numerous interviews were conducted between 1987-1995 with John 

Everette Brice. He had an exceptional recollection of events 

relating to the families who had lived and were living around 

Saratoga, the Gardners Township and Elm City. 

Henpye skinner s*willein bdgecombe Co.,; N-C., Jans 11, 1826. 

Bdagecombe: Co, ,7N:C." Marriages 

Edgecombe’ Cow, N oC. Census 1830) & 1850. 

WiisonmCompuN.ComCensuseel 86 0MS1 870~ 

Wa sone GOe sEN.CtaMarriLagemrecord:. 

Maplewood Cemetery, Wilson, N.C. 

10.Mordecai & Martha Ann Skinner Bass Graveyard SR 1424, Cattail 
Rd., Gardners Township, Wilson Co, N.C. 

11.Pineview Cemetery, Edgecombe Co., Rocky Mount, N.C. 

12.N.C. Troops 1861-1865 A Roster Compiled by Weymouth T. Jordan, 
iin 

ioewie son ucoeemeN: Cc. Willg 7 (WM. bh okinner 21500). 

(4p WPlSOn COP mN «Cea bandeRecords:, 

15.Wilson Co., N.C. Probate Court Records (Wm. H., 1860 & Rebecca 
Skinner ae oo. 0y ce 
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Archival Records ¢ submitted by Grace Turner 


COUNTERFEITING 


State of North Carolina Superior Court of Law 

Newbern District January term 1803 
The Jurors for the State upon their Oaths present that of the twenty-seventh day of August in 
the Year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and two and in the twentieth Year of the 
Independance of the State aforseaid Joseph B. Boyte one of the Justices of the peace for the 
County of Wayne in due form of Law did make his warrant of Commitment under his hand to 
wit at the County of Wayne aforesaid bearing date the same day and year aforesaid, directed 
to the Keeper of the Common Goal or New Bern in and for the said District of New Bern by 
which said Warrant of Commitment the said keeper was required to receive into his custody the 
body of Mills Howell who was therewith sent to him the said keeper, (the said Mills Howell 
having been brought before the said Joseph B. Boyte the justice aforesaid and charged upon the 
Oath of Adam Carraway with felonious by conterfeiting one note of hand on Adam Carraway 
for Eight pounds ten shillings against the Act of Assembly in that case made and provided) and 
him safely to keep in the Goal of New Bern District to be dealt with according to law in that case 
made & provided as by the same Warrant more fully appears; by virtue of which said warrant 
of commitment, afterwards to wit on the said twentieth day of August in year aforesaid at New 
Bern in the District of New Bern aforesaid John Gooding then being the Keeper of the Common 
Goal of the said District of New Bern did receive the said Mills Howell into his custody in the 
said common goal there situate. And the Jurors aforesaid upon their oath aforesaid, do further 
present, that the said John Gooding take of the said town of New Bern in the District of New 
Bern aforesaid yeoman, to being Keeper of the said common goal, and having the said Mills 
Howell in his custody in the said goal on that occasion afterwards to wit on the twenty second 
day of September in the year aforesaid, at the County of Craven in the town aforesaid & in the 
District aforesaid in lawfully and voluntarily did permit the said Mills Howell (to being a 
prisoner committed to the said goal as aforesaid) to escape and go at large from and out of the 
Custody of him the said John Gooding and of the said prison, whereover he would, to the great 
hinderance and obstruction of Justice, in contempt of the Act of Assembly in such case made and 
provided, to the evil example of all others in like cases offending, and against the peace and 
dignity of the State. Blake Baker Att® Gen! 
On reverse: State vs John Gooding. Jud‘. Escape. Newbern District Jany term 1803. The Gov' prov 
Charles Williams p’ it. Sworn & sent. W. Arnett CSC. Not a true Bill. Morgan Jones. Foreman. 
Blake Baker A. G. 


PETITIONS FOR GRANT SUSPENSIONS 


April 13, 1784. Wayne Co. Jacob Langston "aged" 70 years swears: about 4 years "or upwards" ago, 
Risdon Nicholson and Jacob Langston agreed to "take up" 100 ac in Wayne Co on E side of Stoney Cr; 
the land borders: David Jernigan and Thomas Daughtry. But the land was entered in Nicholson's name, 
although Langston paid for the entry and survey. Langston paid the fees to the surveyor for the grant, 
and Nicholson agreed to relinquish his right to Langston. But "lately" Langston was informed Thomas 
Daughtry "since the removal" of said Risdon to a "remote" part of the State had prevailed on him to give 
a deed to Daughtry for all the land. Daughtry intends to get a grant for the land due to the survey issued 
in Risdon Nicholson's name. Langston asks the Governor to issue a caveat against the grant. [signed] 
Jacob Langston before John Coor Pinder, Wayne Co J. P.; also William Howell and George Langston 
say they were present and heard Risdon Nicholson "engage to relinquish" his right to the land. [signed] 
"Wim Howell" and Geo Langston's mark "X" before John Coor Pinder, J P;; May 8, 1784 Hillsborh. 
to Secretary of State: please suspend the grant and notify a caveat. [signed] Alex Martin. 


(Source: Petitions For Land Grant Suspensions in N. C. 1776-1836, by Dr. A. B. Pruitt. 
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1868 Description of Wilson County Townships ¢ submitted by Marion Woodard Moore 


Auqust 13th 1868 


The Board of Commissioners for the County of Wilson met in the Court House 
Mal so on Thursday the 13th Auqust 1868 accordina to adjournment Auaust 
th. 
Present N. D. Oewns, Soloman Lamm & D. W. Barnes. (Cn motion Soloman Lamm 
was Chairman Protem. First business before Said Board was to reconsider a 
resolution past at the last regular meeting in fixing the fees for tax list 
takers and land appraisors. On motion each tax list taker is allowed five 
dollars for taking the list & each land appraisor to be allowed two dollars 
per day. . The Commissioners reported in wrtina their Town Ships &-boundarys. 


Wilson Town Ship No 1. 
Beginning at the mouth of Wilie Simms old mill swamp at 
Contenta Creek thence up said creek to the mouth of Grate Swamp thence up 
Grate Swamp to the old County Line. Thence up the old County Line to James 
Thomlinson's an air line across Tosnot Swamp thence to the forks of the road 
near John J. Thorne's thence a straight line to the South corner of Hardy 
Cobb's field thence a straight line to Little Swamp near William Gardner's 
old place thence a straight line to Tarboro road where buck branch crosses 
near L. D. Farmer's old place thence down said branch to Tosnot Swamp thence 
down said swamp near and between Warren Woodard's & the old Ruffin place 
thence to th Stantonsburg road where Linn branch crosses thence nearly a 
straight line west to Wilie Simms old mill thence down said mill swamp to 
the beginning. 
Commis. James Wiggins 
N. D. Qwens 
Soloman Lamm 
D. W. Barnes 


Wilson N. C. August 13th 1868 
Black Creek Town Ship No2. ; 
Beginning at Horn's Bridge on Contentna Creek run the auaker road to Davis 
Lamm's path thence down said path to the east prong of the Cabin Branch 
thence down said branch to Black Creek thence up the said creek to the 
mouth of a small branch a line between Jessee Bass & John Hays to the big 
path thence a direct line across to the Wayne County line at the foot of 
the Grate Swamp Bridge near William N Barnes thence with said County Line 
east to Turner's Swamp thence down said swamp to Black Creek thence down 
said swamp to Contentna Creek thence up said creek to Horn's Bridge at 
the beginning. 


Crossroads Town Ship No 3. ' 
Beginngin at Horn's Bridge running with the Black Creek Town Ship line to 


the Wayne County line thence west with the said county line to the Johnson 
County line thence North with the old county line to the Sprina branch 
thence up said branch to the mouth of the Mill branch thence up said branch 
to the Smithfield road thence a direct course to the mouth of Sandy run at 
Contentna Creek thence down said creek to the beginning. 


Springhill Town Ship No 4. 
Beginning at the Wayne & Johnson County Line thence with the Cross Roads 


Town Ship line to Contentna Creek thence up said creek to the Wilson County 
Line thence with the Wilson County Line to the beginning. 


Ne 
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4868 Description of Wilson County Townships ¢ submitted by Marion Woodard Moore 


Oldfield Town Ship No 5 

Beginning in Contentna Creek at the mouth of Grate Swamp thence up 
Contentna Creek to Mockason Bridge at the Nash County Line thence along 
the said line to Grate Swamp thence down said Swamp to the beginning in 
Contentna. 


Taylor Town Ship No 6. 

Beginning at the forks of the road at John J Thorne's and running up the 
road to the Nash Line thence along the Nash Line to Grate Swamp thence 

down said swamp to the old County Line road thence down old .couty line road 
to James Tomlinson's thence an air .Jine across Tosnot Swamp to the forks 

of the road near John J Thorne's at the beginning. 


Joyners Town Ship No 7. 

Beginning in Town Creek Edgcomb County Line and running along the said 
County Line to the Nash County Line thence along said Nash Line to where 

it strikes the county road near Arnold Williford's house thence down said 
road to the forks near John J Thorne's thence a straight line to Rail Road 
at the South weat corner of the field at Hardy Cobb house thence straight 
to where Little Swamp crosses the road the William Gardner old place thence 
along the said road to White Swamp near H. G. Flowers thence down White 
Swamp to Town Creek thence up said Creek to the beginning. 


Gardners Town Ship No 8 

Beginnina below Larry D Farmer's old place at buck branch thence down said 
branch to Tosnot Swamp thence down said swamp to White Oak Swamp thence up 
said swamp to the old Stage Road thence down said road to Edgecomb Line 
thence along said line to Town Creek thence up said creek to White Swamp 
thence up said swamp to the new road leading from Elizabeth Farmer's old 
place to J J Taylor's thence up said road to William Gardner's old place 
then a straight line to the beginning at said buck branch. 


Saratoga Town Ship No 9. 

Beginning in the Tarboro road where Edgecomb line crosses thence down said 

road to White Oak Swamp thence down said swamp to Tosnot Swamp thence down © 0 
Tosnto Swamp to Green County Line in Tosnot Swamp thence with said line 

to Pitt County Line thence with said line to Edgecomb line thence with said 

line to the beginning in said Tarboro road. 


Stantonsburg Town Ship No 10. 

Beginning at Green County Line at the mouth of Tosnot Swamp and running 
west with Green County Line to Wayne Line thence west with Wayne Line to a 
point where the davis path crosses said Line and thence with said path a 
northerly course to Contentna. Creek thence running up said creek to the 
mouth of Wilie Simms Mill Swamp thence up said swamp to mill thence a 
straight line nearly east running to a point between Warren Woodard's and 
the old Ruffin place near Woodard's to Linn branchwhere it crosses the 
road thence to Tosnot Swamp thence with said swamp to the beginning. 
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WCGS Minutes, March 25, 1997 


The Wilson County Genealogical Society met March 25, 1997, 
at the Wilson County Public Library with Henry Powell, presi- 
dent, presiding. There were twenty-two persons present. 

Several announcements were made. 

New members were named and introduced. 

Reese Ferrell presented the Tar River elevation map which has 
been given to WCGS by the Tar River Connections. It traces the 
river from Patterson’s Mill Dam at Louisburg, NC, to the bottom 
of the Little Falls opposite the mouth of Horn’s Branch. 

Betty Reason proposed that the Edgecombe, Tar River, and 
Wilson genealogical societies have a joint social meeting once a 
year. The idea received a favorable response and will be referred 
to the board to arrange with the other two groups. 

At the suggestion of a member, a request for a newsletter ex- - 
change with the Old Dobbs Genealogical Society has been mailed 
to their officers. No response has been received. 

Communication has been made with the Pitt County group, and 
it is hopeful that a cooperative relationship can be established. 

Membership is now at 120, twice what it was at the end of Jan- 
uary 1996. 

Final plans have been made for the Ancestor Ramble to Isle of 
Wight and Surry Counties in Virginia. The itinerary was re- 
viewed, and information was given regarding eating arrange- 
ments. Due to the reservation response received and a good group 
rate, there will not be an additional cost for Bacon’s Castle for the 
participants. 

Grace Turner was asked to chair arrangements for our June so- 
cial. 

The program for the April meeting will be presented by Sion 
Harrington, Coordinator of the Military Collection Project of NC 
Archives. Members were asked to bring photographs of North 
Carolinians in uniform, letters, diaries, reminiscences, and other 
memorabilia related to North Carolinians who served in any 
branch of the military between 1919 and 1954 to contribute to NC 
Archives. 

The May program will be presented by Dr. Bruce Pruitt on Sus- 
pended Land Grants. He is a land research specialist who has 
published over fifty books about land records in over half of the 
North Carolina counties. 

The WCGS web page continues to attract attention, favorable 
comments, queries. 

The current queries were read and several persons volunteered 
to research the questions. 

Several workshops were announced: 

Computer Genealogy Workshop, May 31, 1997, Sponsored by 
North Carolina Genealogical Society 

Putting the Pieces Together: Using Complementary Sources for 
Research, May 3, 1997, Sponsored by Friends of the Archives and 
North Carolina State Archives 

Historical and Genealogical Workshop & Book Fair in Hender- 
son, Kentucky 

Other announcements: 

Arcadia Publishing has a program called “Images of America” 


which funds photographic histories paying royalties to authors. 


: Information is available if anyone is interested. 


National Historical Publishing Company has published and 
offers for sale several indexes of military records. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as printed 
in the newsletter. 

The treasurer’s report was given stating a beginning balance 
of $3,868.75, receipts of $1,325.32, expenditures of $262.97, 
with a closing balance on February 25, 1997 of $4,931.10. 

Sue Powell presented the Wilson County map collection, a 
collection of seven maps which are now available for purchase. 
Two maps of the Town of Wilson show the businesses and resi- 
dences along the streets in 1872 and in 1882. There is a Confed- 
erate field map in two parts which shows in detail the area of 
North Carolina east of the Wilmington-Weldon Railroad to the 
coast from the Virginia line to the Neuse River. On the map, the 
roads and residents along them are named as well as other 
structures such as churches, bridges, towns. A second Confeder- 
ate field map on a larger scale presents the same type of infor- 
mation for a smaller area north of the Neuse River to Wilson. 
The last map is of Wilson County showing the evolution of 
county boundaries until Wilson County was formed, the water 
ways, early roads, towns, township boundaries, historic sites, 
and other historic facts. These maps can be purchased for $2.50 
each plus sales tax to North Carolina residents. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned 
for a member “Show and Tell” time. 


April Quiz - Wilson County Roads 


1. Cornwallis's Route through Wilson County was known afterwards 
as British Road. What is the present name of this road? 

2. What was the onginal name of the road from Wilson to Greenville 
(now Rt. 264)? 

3. What was the old popular name of Rt. 222 from Tarboro to Stan- 
tonsburg.? 

4, What is the present name of the old Wilson- Goldsboro Road? 


March answers: 

]. Autrey Creek, named for an early landowner 

2. An iron foundary where crushed ore was melted into iron and slag, 
or bloom, on top. The mine was in Nash Co. at the head of Toisnot 
Swamp. 

3. All were water mill owners 


Announcements 


Putting the Pieces Together: Using Complementary Sources for 
Research. May 3, 1997, sponsored by The Fnends of the Archives 
and The North Carolina State Archives. Conference Room, 2nd floor, 
Archives Building, Raleigh. $35 nonmembers, $29 members. Box 
lunch $7. Reservations to Archival Services, 109 E. Jones St., Raleigh 
27601. Covers basic records, bonds, deeds, Secretary of State records, 
Treasurer's & Comptroller's records, military records, County Court 
minutes, Supreme Court records. 


Genealogy - Online Research and Computer Resources. May 31, 
1997. NC Genealogical Society, Henderson, NC. Vance-Granville 
Comm. Coll. Topics: Exploring the Web, Getting Online from A to Z, 
Software and Digital Information. $50 nonmembers, $45 members. 
Lunch $5. PO Box 1492, Raleigh, NC 27602. 


a ee 


April 1997 


Trees of Wilson 


Page 11 


Trees of Wilson 

The Newsletter of the 
Wilson County Genealogical 
Society 

P.O. Box 802 


Wilson, NC 27894 





























Qty 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860 
(includes all six schedules; every name index; 221 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, May 1993) $25.00 


Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870 
(includes all five schedules; every name index; 390 pages; 


Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, March 1994) $25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume | (244 cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) 
$25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume Il (75 cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions; 389 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) 
$25.00 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume Ill (121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 
350 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Sue Evans Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 
1995) $25.00 

____ Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for com- 
puter genealogy programs (PAF, Brother's Keeper, Kith & 


WCGS Publications Order Form 





Kin, others) of over 8500 Wilson County individuals from 
the earliest settlers, all linked by birth or marriage. $10.00 
____ Trees of Wilson. Back issues of the Newsletter from 
1/1992. Price varies with issue. We invoice then ship upon 
receipt of payment. Issues wanted? 


Wilson County Maps as listed below 

____ Historical Map: old county lines, waterways, early 
roads, towns & post offices, township boundaries. Edited 
by Sue E. Powell from a Hugh Johnston map. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #1. N-S, Virginia line to Tar- 
boro, W-E, Whitakers to Murfreesboro. Geographic details, 
extensive names of residents. From NC Archives. $5.00 
____ Confederate Field Map #2. Continuation of #1 above, 
S. to Neuse River, W-E, Wilmington/Weldon RR to Wash- 
ington, NC. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #3. Enlarged portion of part of 
area covered by #2 above, similar details but other resi- 
dents named. Includes Black Creek, Stantonsburg, 
Saratoga, Nahunta, Pikeville, Speight's Bridge. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #4. Continuation of map #3 
above S. to Neuse River, includes Goldsboro. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, 1872. block by block details by E. B. 
Mayo, redrawn by F. T. Green & Assoc. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, 1882. Block by block details by 
Gray.$5.00 








Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $2.50. Shipping costs for maps is $2.50 for 1-4 items. Add 6% sales tax for 


an NC residents. Total of items ordered . Shipping 


Sales Tax Total Enclosed 


Advance Publications Reservation: 1) Reserve a copy of Cemeteries IV (pub. date late 1997)0 Reserve a copy of Cemeteries V 
(pub. date 1998). Do not send money now. You will be invoiced upon publication, shipment will follow receipt of payment. 
WCGS Membership: 0 Enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $15 individual / $20 family membership. 


Name 
Postal Address 
Surnames of Interest: 


Email Adress 


Page 12 


Interested in volunteer assistance with WCGS: 0 
County Cemeteries Project 0 Library Genealogy Assistance 0 Answering queries 0 Other 
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State__— Zip 





Hugh Johnston Project 0 Wilson 
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_ We can only report that your Society 
| gets busier. Membership continues to 
grow and queries come in daily. We 

| recently read an observation that 
genealogy is now the #1 hobby in the 


| United States. 
President's 
Message about 100 visitors per 
week and just 
printing incoming E-Mail has become a 
lengthy daily event. 
| That's the good news. The rest of the 
story is that we still need all the help we 
can get. Not the kind that says ”...just 
tell me what to do and I'll do it ", but 
the kind that says "... which day can I 
come to help copy stuff or fold 
newsletters." Or the best kind of all"... 
give me some of the queries so that I 
can help answer them." Don't be 
bashful, and if our telephone is busy, 
keep trying - it's probably connected to 
the internet. 
Thanks for your forthcoming help! 
Henry 


The Internet home 
page is now getting 


Family Connections .................00c0000000 2 
Miscellaneous Notes ..........0..00.c:c0ccceeee: 8 
The Varnell Famiily....................cc000000. 4-5 
BEEALOL, LTCSPASS .......sciccascs.csseessectenaeess 5 
LIVES a sei Net i eat ena an 6 
Beeeeilis Vrain J) 5, ee 6-7 
Meminossey Peele 22507, fe) .erane ne 8 
Oldfield Township Militia.................... 9 
Area Revolutionary Soldiers................. 9 

) Henry Harrison Culpepper ................... 9 
Kehukey Association...............0cc0:c0000 10 
BRENT FIOQWETS...05..5.c.00.cse0cusecssecesesseees 10 
Hardy Gray Flower ..............:.0.c00000 10 
ert Minutes 2100.00.00... 0... 11 
BDOCTS I Lee Ot oe tne 11 
SE UZ AS scenes Seanennes 2.25. aia Se 11 
Announcements ................sce.ccsesesesees 11 
Bepricationst?. es uta’ ae ae 12 
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Highlights of This Issue 





TREES OF WILSON 


The Newsletter of the 


Wilson County Genealogical Society 


Many researchers soon learn that land 
grants are a fine way to help pin down an 
elusive ancestor. However, sometimes a 
grant application was made and then not 
followed through, thus becoming an aban- 
doned grant with no subsequent deed or 
other land record. These too can be a 
valuable source of information, and Dr. 
Bruce Pruitt, noted researcher and writer, 
will be with us for the May meeting to 
share the inner secrets of squeezing all 
you can from the abandoned grants. 

A preliminary look at the June social ... 
Grace Turner has arranged for the same 
location as last year, Lawyer Allen 
Thomas' place in the country, complete 
with screened natural air conditioning. 
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, June 24 
and start thinking about what you will 
bring to our old time country supper. 





Saturday, May 3 was a successful day by 
all accounts when we ventured forth via 
motorcoach to our ancestral home 
grounds of Isle of Wight and Surry Coun- 
ties, Virginia or Surreyside as the area 
was known to our forebearers. 

The attentive group of 40 travelers 
spent the day learning how English and 
Welsh settlers of the period from 1620 to 
1650 settled along the south side of the 
James River and then a hundred years 
later sent their offspring to eastern North 
Carolina in a repeat migration. These are 
our ancestors and the evidence was clear 
as we viewed gravestones at the Old 
Brick Church and checked names in the 
old Smithfield Courthouse. 

The tour began with a detailed explana- 
tion of the Jacobean architectural features 
of Bacon's Castle and was followed by a 
pleasant rustic lunch on the banks of the 
James River at historic Chippokes Planta- 
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WCGS Meeting May 27 Military History Project 


The April meeting was the largest ever 
recorded for WCGS and the record atten- 
dance was attracted by the program on the 
preservation of 20th century military 
records, a new project of the NC State 
Archives. 

Si Harrington presented a compelling 
discourse on the need to have these 
records placed in archives while memo- 
ries are still fresh and veterans still 
around. He stressed the interest of the 
Archives in military discharge papers 
(original or photostatic) along with let- 
ters, diaries, reminiscences, souvenirs and 
memorabilia related to military service in 
the 20th century. Donations are preferred. 

The contact address is: Sion H. Harring- 
ton III, NC State Archives, 109 East Jones 
St., Raleigh, NC 27601-2807. Call Si at 
919-733-3952 if you have any questions. 









sle of Wica ht/Surre | Count Tour Rep 





tion. We then drove past Pleasant Point, 
the well-named site of the early colonial 
home of William Edwards, then passed 
by Smith's fort and Surry Courthouse. A 
fulfilling visit to the Old Brick Church 
was a highlight of the day, followed by a 
pleasant stroll in old Smithfield. 

Bennett's Creek Marina Restaurant of 
Suffolk fed us in good style and we rolled 
along back to Wilson, replete with good 
seafood and a full day of genealogical dis- 
covery. Tour members received our six- 
teen page guide to Surreyside with de- 
scriptions of all sites visited. There are a 
few copies of this guide still on hand and 
one may be obtained by sending a NC 
state tax deductible donation of $10 to 
WCGS. 

There will be another trip scheduled for 
the fall for the Wilson-Edgecombe area. 
Details later. 





Page 1 


Trees of Wilson April , 1997 ¢ Wilson Daily Times 


This newsletter is published by the Wilson County Ge- 
nealogical Society, P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894- 
0802. Telephone 919-237-1250. http:// 
www.txdirect.net/~hpeele/wilson. htm. 

Trees is published monthly except for December and 
July. An annual index is published as part of the 
March issue. Membership is for a calendar year and 
includes a subscription to the ten issues published each 
year or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. The annual single membership fee is $15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the members 
of WCGS are accepted for publication at the discretion 
of the Editors and should pertain to families with con- 
nections in Wilson County and its neighboring and 
parent counties. 

Queries are accepted and printed without charge 
from WCGS members; nonmembers should enclose a 
check for $2 for each query submitted. Queries should 
include full name(s), dates and geographic location, if 
known, of the person(s) for whom you seek informa- 
tion. Internet queries may be printed without charge at 
our descretion. 
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President: Henry Powell 

Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 

Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 

Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reece Ferrell, Katye 
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Horace Peele, Janice Sharpe 
Committees: 

Queries: Reece Ferrell 

Library Assistance: Joan Howell, 

Janice Sharpe 
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ELB. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 
- Wilson County Genealogical Map: Sue Powell 

Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 

Bible Records: Paul Darden 

Programs: Deborah Mitchell, Carol Forbes, Mary 

Helen Schaubhuth 

Please send address, name or information changes to 
WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894. 

The Newsletter is mailed with first-class postage to 
subscribers of record at the date of mailing. 
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bring 
copies only. Some loca! print 
shops can make scans of 
that would be acceptable. All 
items should be labeled with per- 


hepenerreaanpe nik penvintad pithy 
We can help with inquiries and of- 
fer assistance im the Genealogy 
hae at the public library on 
many Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons. You may write to 
WCGS at P.O. Box 803, Wilson 
whh questions which will be an? 
with questions an- 

swered in this column. 
Wilsom County Genealogy 
several 


three volumes of cemetery 
surveys which cover numerous 
rural family plots along with 

cemeteries in- 


larger 
cluding Evergreen Memorial. 
will be in- 


eall or write for a publications list 
and order form if interested. 
these books are also 


Room at Wilson County Public 
Library and may be purchased at 
the desk there. 

3 Looking for informa- 
tion on s and 


grandiatker, Jonathan Edgar 
Pearson. His sister, “Miss 
Sallie’? Baldree was a school 
teacher 


and lfetime resident of la 


Black Creek. 


T.P. 

Mercer Island, Wash. 

(Internet query) 

breech Your great-grand- 
father, J 

(1859-1942) was a well-known 


Creek and was jisted as constable 
im 1980 ety parece ind éopiadiognet He 

goods and 
druggist business from a Dr. 
Woodard 


Trees of Wilson 








were active members of th. 
Methodist Church where ‘Miss 


ples f Cham kevtuna alent the Benday 


Ciarenoes, eee 

Mae (m. Herndon), Frances (m. 

Lamm), Esther Gaynell (m. 

Smith), Sarah Elisabeth (m. 

Baldree), Jonathan E. (your 
Millard. 


grandfather) and J: 

Jonathan's were Wil- 
liam Pearson and Rowena 
Frances 


(1840-1922). 
There were two other children: 
Howard and Léuetta (m. 
Flowers). William (birthplace 

Wilson County) lived in 
Greencastle, Ind., where his 
Parents (possibly Icabod and 
Elizabeth) 


Pearson, : 

dy’’ and worked for the ACL 

Railroad until retirement. He 

married Emily Bonsy in Wilming- 

ton and was station agent in 
had five children. 


of Wight County, Va., before 1650, 
as part of the same English 
Puritan movement that brought 
the Pilgrims to Massachusetts to 
escape religious harassment. 
Puritans 


jansemond County 
(now Suffolk) and, like many 


other Puritans, later became 
Quakers. 
Your own line 


Peter, John, a and 
- Jonathan married Rebecca 
Elliott (and later Sarah Bogue),. 
to Dobbs (W: County) 

and had nine children, one of 


with the help of Wanda Lamm — 


Taylor. 
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_ |Members Bound & Shelved Genealogy Lessons at home 
mitted by members which were turned over to the Library for those who want to improve their family research skills. 
binding. http://www.familytreemaker.com 
and the Genealogy Room now has new hardbound copies of: Maker, where you will find the first course on line. It's called 
My Families, Annie Lee Phillips "Your Great Ancestral Hunt: A Beginner's Course for Discover- 
My Wilson County Families, Carol Ann Tadlock Wyman ing Your Family." There is no charge for taking the six-part 
My Family, Robert Handley course. You will learn about locating vital records and using the 
Looking Back - Hugh B. Johnston, Jr., an index by National Archives. 


| J. Robert. Boykin III to the HBJ newspaper columns | ; 

| The work on photocopying the Johnston working papers con- | A Volunteer's Success Story 

| tinues, and the first sets of records are ready for binding. These 

3 f F ¥ About five years ago I volunteered to be what our local geneal- 
| include some of the family records for: Batts, Woodard, Lan Opy society calls a gene helper at the main library in Spokane, 


| eg: 

caster, Holland, Gardner/Garner, and Some Black Families of : , , : 

Wilson County. We have made the final copies to be bound on ES coe : pores orie ay SUPP Hes OES S 

: ; 5; ; - the library, and the library has a genealogy section with books 
heavy archival-quality acid free paper. We are holding discus- : 3 
ae. : : F : bought both by the library and by the genealogy society, and do- 
| sions with the Trustees of Mr. Johnston's estate regarding their ; 
ssible financial support for this work and for making an addi GN ae ESET He chock monty foul 

= PPO 6 6 to 9 P.M. helping people find their way around the library. 


og ae fencer forse oeen eb fea ene When I first started I knew almost nothing about the library as I 
6 P y P y had only been there a couple of times. I got a tour of the library 


| Fe . rs Baths sae eta eee) sone ao See di by the then head of volunteers and research guru of the society, 
| = ois ME ao INEM Te ONO pe who said the best way to learn to research is to do research for 


it i 
| will be a pleasure to have them available. We have a number of ; : 
‘ : others. The first few times I was at the library nobody came ask- 
other family sets underway, and these will be completed as soon ing for help, so my equally n helper and I just did some of 


| ae are nope nth “reicbareneas ee en our own research. When someone did come to ask for help I don't 
P Ray P & | think I was much help, but he thought I was an expert since I was 


| the Johnston papers which have potential as saleable materials. : 

| Again, the Trustees must agree to their publication, with the pro- a eat ne mor oe acts fn mrect hatit | did 

| ceeds to go toward further work of the Society. Grace Turner has hf - es : pee eo ‘te a hey fie AF 
one such manuscript in hand at the moment, North Carolinians Te GiaasE oe ae ais ae Oe eas ceils. 

| Who Left. Grace has a lot of research materials of her own which coe me COU USPCMNS, Glee We 2a) . HS eG) eine eas: 
er aded to thisand would made a valuable d neem local histories, etc., and I learned a lot. Since I was at the library 

| the index which she proposes p ing. We'll tae Proerese on a regular basis, I learned what was there and how to find it, so 

| report on this project as it develops and publication permission is AACE GEN 2 ala paca a ron am sea ae 


Peained. By: Charles Hanson 


| 

| 

| 

| |More Military Records Sought 4/26/97 
| (Ed. note: WCGS would certainly benefit by having someone to 


' Mili ; inet ! ines ; obtain and coordinate volunteers for the genealogy room at Wil- 
“es , Ss ade : eee son County Public Library. There is a big need for help as you 
from those who served during World War II in order to preserve 4 : ane ae Cac. 
Wi & F ; : : will find when reviewing the visitors’ register. Joan and Janice 
information about their experiences. Contact: Army Services Ex- : : 
: , : Mili ; Re are doing far more than their share. Is there anybody out there 
eo RESCUE SIU 5 EES ESOS) Wes who will take on this task? Or just volunteer to help.) 
| Carlisle Barracks, 22 Ashburn Dr., Carlisle, PA 17012-5008 or 


call 717-245-3611 and request a copy. Their web site is located Members Comment 


at http://carlisle-www.army.mil/usamhi/. 


| | ‘ . ¢ Please keep up the great work. We out of towners really ap- 

More WEB sites of interest preciate the efforts of your volunteers. :Pam Greene, Portage, MI 

\ ae ‘ wee * Keep up the great work you are doing with your publications. 
OOP CSS ae cE What a wealth of information is being made available to Wilson 






















MD, Rockwell, NC 
* Ienjoy the newsletter very much. Jewell Ozbirn, Searcy, AR 


http://www.apgen.org/~apg/ et, 

i: 7 ae County researchers! Joan Wallace, Springville, NY 

aod ei ee a «...I hope to come home to Lucama in the near future and thank 
diet hk i . We ha joyed the issues of Trees. Roy Lamm 
| ise History Network you in person. We have enjoy ei ry 


http://www.thehistorynet.com/home.htm 
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The Varnell Family submitted by Janice Sharpe 


In 1790, John Varnell was living in Gates County. NC with 3 males 


over 16, 1 male under 16, and 2 females. In 21800, he was: Living in 
Edgecombe County, NC Listed as age 45+ with 1 male 16-26, 1 temale O~-10 
and 1 female 45+. This particular Jot Varnell could not be located in 


the 1810 Census. but there was a female age 45+ Living in Eduaecombe 
County, NC with Benjamin Varnell. 


Benjamin Varnell was a son of John Varnell. fenjamin is found in 
the 1800 Edgecombe County, NC Census as agé 26-45 with 2 males age 0-10, 
and 1 temale age 26-45. Renjamin is also Listed in Edgecombe County. NC 
Census records for the years 1810, 1820, and 1830. BenJjJamin was the 
father of at least 3 known children: 
1. Elizabeth Varnell who married Enoch Flora in Edgecombe 
country. NC von fT Jul’ 1827) senochiwasy 4 SOneoimiuetea 
Winifred Flora 


2. Tsiah Varnell who married Penninah__.. : 
%. Levi Varnell who married Barsheba Brinkley | ‘in eo inace noe 
County on 26 Dec 1822 bonded by Isiah Varnell. Bar sheba 


was born in 1787. 


The Varnell’s of Wilson County descended from William Varnell who 
was a son of Levi Varnell and Barsheba Brinkley. William was born in 
Edgecombe County, NC on 27 May 1824. He married sally Barnes, the 
daughter of James Stephen Barnes and Obediance Johnson ihn Edgecombe 
County, NC on 2 Jun 1846. After Sally died in 1885, William married 
second Penninah Edwards in Wilson County, NC on 12 Ju) 1%. William 
died 30 Jun 1898 in Edgecombe County, NC and his will was probated July 
Ct. 1898 as follows: 

My money shall be divided between my sons Bolin. John, Jackson, and 


Robert Varnell, who have already been advanced their share of land. dat 
my wife, Penina should survive me. I give her $200, caw, ete ., as well as 
all the property she awns and that she owned when we marrred. This is 


done with the consent of my wife, who wishes to live with her claughter . 
In case my wite should dissent from my will, all legacies to Iver shall he 


revoked and the $200 shall be paid te my son James: Varnell. Daughter 
Elizabeth Edwards-lite estate in land where she now lives adj. Ricks, the 
Rooty Branch containing 40 acres. Daughter Sallie Varnell land adj. the 


Sparta Road, Little Swamp, Reid, Garrett Webb. and containing SO acres. 
Daughter Bede Woodard, wife of James; Woodard-land at the road adj. Little 
Swamp, Sallie Varnell, Rooty Branch and including the tamily residence 


containing 40 acres. Som James Varnell-balance of my home tract, 
containing 60 acres. which I bought of the heirs of Garry Sherrod about 
RAZ. Son James Varnell-land I hought from T. W. Owens adi. Franklin 


Webb and Thomas Felton and containing 60 acres, and he is to rent this 
out during the Lifetime of Wiley G. Sharpe, husband of my daughter 
Theresa and pay her the profits from same. Son Joseph Varnell-land I 
bought of Franklin Pitt adj. Arthur Reid and Bolin Varnell and containing 
50 acres. Daughter Mary Pitt-land I bought from Wiley G. Webb adj. said 
Webb and Jackson Varnell and containing 40 acres. The lands devised to 
my sou James do not include the graveyard and I set one acre aside as A 
family burying ground to surround the present graveyard. 

Ixy: Son James, son-in-law James Woodard 

Wit: James Pender, J.D. Brown 


( The record indicates the widow Pennina Varnell entered her dissent to 
the will and this dissent was filed in Wilson County. NC ) 
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The Children of William Varnell & Sally Barnes - submitted by Janice Sharpe | 


ys Bolin Varnell b. 1847 married Louisanna Harrell in Edgecombe 
County, N. C. S&S Jan 1869 


2 John Varnell b. 22 Dec 1948 d. 18 May 1921 married Sallie Forbes 
in Edgecombe County, N. C. 20 Jan 1870 


= Ve Jackson Varnell b. 5S Dec 1850 d. 12 Dec 1904 married William 
Ann Webb in Edgecombe County, N. C. 22 Mar 1877 


4. Robert Varnell b. 6 Jul 1852 d. 25 Oct 1908 married Mary 
Elizabeth Woodard in Wilson County, N.C. 3 Jan 1880 


He Elizabeth Varnell b. 8 Apr 1854 d. 10 Apr 1923 married A. J. Edwards 


Joseph Varnell b. 1855 married Margaret Elizabeth Batts in Wilson 
County, N. CC. 4 Jan 1885 


Fic Obediance (Beedy) Varnelli b. 17 Oct 1857 d. 3 Feb 1933 married 
James Bullock Woodard 


8. Evelina Varnell b. ca. 1859 


Theresa Varnell b&b. 10 Apr 1861 da. 98 Feb 1935 married Wiley Gray 
Sharpe in Wilson County, N. C. 21 Jan 1885 


10. Saliy Varnell 6. ca. 1863 


a1 tee James Stephen Varnell b. 17 Sep 1866 d. 11 Oec 1949 married 
William Ann Sumlin 16 May 1888 


5 ir ee Mary J. Varnell b. 30 May 1868 d. 16 Jul 1921 married W. D. Pitt 


The cemetery records for the William Varnell family will be printed in the next issue of Trees. 


A Plea of Trespass - submitted by Grace Turner | 


State of North Carolina Know all men 
Green County By these presents 


That we Ezekiel Ward & Burwell Ward and Neomi his wife & Best Ward Jeremiah Barrow Fr~ 
Dixon are held and firmly bound unto Henry Best Sheriff of Green County afore S* in the Sum of 
two thousand pounds lawful money of This State which payment well and truly to be Maid we bind 
our Selves Exetors and administrators And assigns jointly and Severly firmly by these presents 
Sealed with our Seals and dated this 26" day of June 1802 

The Conditions of the above obligation is such that if the above boundens Ezekiel Ward Burwell 
Ward and Neomi his wife and Best Ward Do and Shall Make their persona! appearance before the 
judges of the Superer Court to be hild for the District of Newborn on the fifteenth Day of July mext 
Then and their to answer James Moultrie of A plea of truspass vi el armes &c to his Damage one 
Thousand pounds then Stand to and abide by the judgment of S* Court and not Depart the same 
without leave first had and obtaind that then the above obligation to be Void and ef no afect 
otherwise to remain In full force and Vartue 


Signed Sealed and Ezekiel Ward (Seal) 
Delivered in presents of Burwell Ward (Seal) 
Test Jeremiah (X) Barrow (Seal) 
Ja* Eastwood Fr“ Dixon (Seal) 


I Henry Best Sheriff of Green County Herein by assign over the with in oblagation and Condission 

to James Motrey the plaatif His Executors and adminisrators to be issud for and recovered 
agreeably to the Statute in such case made & provided - ; 

Im witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand & Seal this 15 day of July 1802 

Henry Best Sheriff (Seal) 


Source: New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers. D. S. C. R. 206.326.5. 
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Gleanings from the daily flow of information that reaches WCGS 


Death Notice from the Raleigh Farmer and Mechanic, Nov _— Boyd Publishing Company. Historical and Genealogical Publi- 


29, 1882. Peel, Owen, aged 62, no date, at his residence in caitons. Their 1997-1998 catalog has been received listing 63 
Sampson Township, Wayne County. From the book compiled by pages of publications. State and county records, many from fa- 
Stephen E. Massengill & Robert M. Topkins, 1990. miliar NC researchers, e.g. Bradley's Edgecombe County Deeds, 


To Save Newspaper Clippings. Add 1 tablespoon of milk of 4 volumes (1759-1794). 912-452-4020 after 6pm. PO Box 367, 
magnesia to one quart of water and let set for 24 hours. Pour it Milledgeville, GA 31060. 

on the clipping (I usually use a glass cake pan) and soak fortwo Blanding Genealogical Publications. A non-profit philan- 
hours. Dry between paper towels. The mixture neutralizes the thropic foundation which publishes genealogies FREE on micro- 


acids in the paper so it will not turn yellow or disintegrate. film and places these with the Ryerson Film Library in Grand 
EMail from David & Sandy Johnston, Salt Lake City, UT. Rapids, MI which will make a free copy for any library on mi- 
Please list us as researchers on your Internet site for the New- crofiche. Write for a copy of their acceptance criteria and appli- 


some, Jordan and Barnes surnames. We have some limited in- cation to 6812 28th St SE, Suite J, Grand Rapids, MI 49546. 

formation on Aycock, Hinnant and Wooton spouses. We heard The foundation does no editing or clerical work but publishes 

today from Ralph Barnes (age 80), PO Box 757, Lucama, NC _ genealogies exactly as received. 

27851. He is a walking databank on the Newsome family anda Pioneers of Old Frederick County, Virginia, Cecil O'Dell, 464 

great "oldtimer" although not a genealogist. Dave and Sandy can Morse, Liberty, MO 64068. $49.50 + $4.50 p&h. This old 

be reached at davensjohnston@sprintmail.com and are available county covered most of central Vriginia and West Virginia from 

to help with small research tasks in SLC when all else fails. 1738. Legal disputes prevented land records from being saved 
but O'Dell has reconstructed many from other sources. 


More Information on Elisha Ellis, Jr. - submitted by Albert R. Page, Jr. 


Elisha Ellis, Jr. was one of the sons of Elisha Ellis, Sr. 
and his wife Charity. According to the will of Elisha Ellis, 
Sr. written 12 September 1824, he and his wife Charity had nine 
children. There were five sons: Dennis, John, Elisha, Lewis and 
Charles and four daughters: Elizabeth, Polly, Emillia and Nancy. 
Elisha Ellis, Sr. appears to have died between 12 September and 
November, 1824. Elisha, Jr. married Temperance probably in 1815 
or 1816. The TARBOROUGH PRESS published on November oe A Je Vc 
“at an advanced age" Elisha Ellis (Jr.) died November 2, 1843. 
Tempy Ellis listed as being born in 1796 on the Wilson County 
1860 Census probably died between 1860 and 1870 because she is 
not with the family on the 1870 Census. 


Elisha, Jr. and Temperance Ellis children's Marriages were: 


1. Ira Gray Ellis mar. Harriet S. Rountree 2 Feb. 1848, 
(Edge.Co.). 

2. Alfred Jackson Ellis mar. (1) Abselliah Menshew abt 
1846-47; (2) Martha Ann Edwards 28 May 1850 (Edge.Co.); & 
(3) Polly Ann Ward 17 Oct. 1880 (Wilson COnmr 

3. Mary Jane Ellis mar. Calvin Rodgers 29 Apr. 1844 
(Edge.Co). 

4. Robert Alfred Ellis mar. Jackey Ann Eliza Daniels 1850's 
3S. Martha Ann Ellis mar. (1) Jonathan Thomas Dew 10 May 1853 
(Eadge.Co.). (2) Elias Robbins 19 Oct 1871 (Wilson Co.) 

6. Jackey Ann Della Ellis mar. William Everette 22 Dec 1859 
(Wilson Co.) 


Elisha, Jr. and Temperance Ellis children’s death: 


aie Gray Ellis({(?) 

Alfred Jackson Ellis 16 Mar 1893 Everette Grave ard (SR 

Mary Jane Ellis Rodgers 18 Apr 1886 Everette pe apt os ie 
Robert Alfred Ellis 25 Feb 1902 Ellis Graveyard (SR 1537) 
Martha Ann H. Ellis Dew 1881 

Jackey Ann Della Ellis Everette 22 July 1922 Everette 
Graveyard 


Dub WN PH 
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Elisha Ellis, Jr. continued 








| 


| 


I1-G. Ellis & A.J. Ellis & M.J. Bllis «& R-A. Ellis & 
Harriet Rountree abseliliah Minshew Calvin Rodgers Jackey Daniels 
Leon E11is Drucilla Ellis Franklin Gray Rodgers 
Bettie Ellis mar. K.M.Perkins Robert A. Rodgers 


18 May 1872 (Wilson Co. ) 


C2) ywifte:>: Martha A. EGQwards Ellis’ children: 
Almirah Ellis (O04 May 1851-25 Sept 1852) 
Viola Ellis (17 Sept 1853-00 OOOO OOOO) mar. 


Jonn Wesley Owens 30 Nov 1875 (Wilson Co.) 

Falconer Ellis (20 Jan 1856-28 Jan 1920) 
mar. Tillitha abt 1879 €& Annie 
Peoples 7 Apr 19122 (Wilson Co.) 

Harley Ellis (18 Feb 1858-10 Feb 1925) mar. 
Mary Eliza Mercer 17 Feb 1907 (Wilson Co.) 

Augusta "Gristie” EBE1iis (June 1860-before 
1884) mar. Duncan Skinner 27 June 1880 
(wilson Co.) 

Fannie Ellis (abt 1862-19377) mar. LaFayette 
Owens 19 Jan 1879 (Wilson Co.) 

Ira James "Jimmy™" Ellis (08 Dec 1865-15 Feb 
1909) mar. Calphurnia "Cally™ Moore 19 Jan 
18e8s6 

Martha Jackson EBllis (01 Feb 1869-25 Sept 
1955) mar. James Starkey Thigpen 18 Apr 1894 

Elisha Cullen Ellis (between 1870 & 1872-07 

Nov 1872) 


M.A. EB11Llis & J.A.D. EB1LLis 4 
Jonathan T. Dew William Everette 


George J. Dew Alva M. Everette 
Wiley Duncan Dew 
mar- Julia Forbes 24 Dec 1890 (Wilson Co.) 


Many of the above are buried either at the Everette or Edwin 
Owens (SR 1526) Cemeteries. 


Children of the above Martha Jackson EB1llis and James "Jim" 
Starkey Thigpen (10 Jan 2869-04 Mar 1939) family: 


1. James Paul Thigpen (15 Apr 1895-03 Oct 1980) mar. Nettie 
Virginia Etheridge (OS Jan 1904-06 Nov 1965) mar. 30 Dec 
1922 Eawin Owens Cemetery 

2. Nannie E. Thigpen (1899-1900) Everette Graveyard 

3- Moses James Archie Thigpen (15 Apr 1905-04 July 1926) Edwin 
Owens Cemetery 

4. Joseph Henry Thigpen (19306-1908) Everette Graveyara 


Number one above James Paul Thigpen and Nettie Virginia 
Etheriagge’s son & family: 


1. EGward Lee “Buster” Thigpen (16 Jan 1924) mar. Margaret 
Owens in 1944 and their children are: 


1. Edward Lee, Jr. mar. Susan Baker 
2. Margaret Elizabeth "Betty" mar. Stephen Russell 
3. Martha Owens mar. Jonn Cayton 


Sources: 


1. Abstracts of wills Edgecombe County North Carolina 1733-1856, 
1956, by R.S.Williams & M.G.Griffin, Elisha Ellis, Sr.'s 
ial alah, jefetc, a Rakic ie 
- Ea@gecombe County Census, 1800-1850. 
- Deaths and Marxiages from Tarboro, North Carolina Newspapers 
= , 1983, by H.B.Johnston, Elisha Ellis’ death, pg 22. 

- Wilson County, N.C. Census: 1860-1880. 

- Johnston's work above: Tarboro Press, I-G.Ellis’ mar. pg. 82. 

- Wilson County, N.C. Marriages. 

- Everette Graveyard (SR 1537). 

- Ellis Graveyard (SR 1537). 

- Edwin Owens Cemetery (SR 1526). 

10.Burress Cemetery (SR 1507) in Saratoga, N.C. 

11-.-Alfred Jackson Ellis’ Bible owned by EBdward Lee “Buster" 
Thigpen, Saratoga, N.C. 

12.Bistory of Wilson County & Its Families, 1985, "Dew Family", 

See OPr eer iit en f£amil history pgs. 373 & 374. 

1 eee et tetied arts: iLthREadas a Lee "Buster”™ Thigpen, by Albert 
Page ae oo E.I. Thigpen is the same Navy patriot that 
survived during WWII in the South Pacific 20 major sea 
battles, sinking of his ship the USS Hornet & the shipwrecked 
USS Henry Bergh. 


DONAUA WN 


age aa Ser a Ie ea 
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John Jossey Peele: move to Georgia - submitted by Horace Peele with an addition by Sue 


Powell 





John Jossey Peel (1777-1844), son of Robert Peelle (1730- 
1808) and Margaret B. Jossey (1732-1796), was born in Edge- 
combe County, NC on 25 January 1777 on his father’s planta- 
tion which was located on Toisnot Swamp near its entrance into 
Contentnea Creek. His parents were Quakers in good standing 
who had moved their membership in 1773 from Rich Square to 
the Contentnea Monthly Meeting in Wayne County, NC. He 
received the rudiments of rural education and at the age of 21 in 
1798, he was deeded his share of the family land. In 1799, at 
twenty two years of age, John married Elizabeth Woodard 
(1778-1859), daughter of Elisha Woodard, Jr. and Sally Howell. 
He was disowned by his family for marrying a non-Quaker girl, 
being deprived of his birthright in the Quaker Church. He was 
left a token of ten shillings in his father’s will dated September 
5, 1807. 

In accordance with the Act of April 10, 1812 in preparation 
for the war of 1812, Private John Peelle was listed on the roster 
of the Second Company of North Carolina State Artillery, a unit 
detached from the Edgecombe County Regiment which fortu- 
nately was never transferred to the United States Army for acti- 
vation. John was also one of the earliest members of the Ma- 
sonic Lodge at Stantonsburg. John prospered in every way and 
by 1820 owned five slaves and considerable land, but misfortune 
visited unexpectedly. 

Willie J. Stanton, a "friend" of the family needed John’s help 
in obtaining a loan for a certain amount of money. John, oblig- 
ingly, signed a blank note. The friend proceeded to fill in and 
pass the note at Tarboro, NC, for three times the amount re- 
quested. Eventually, John being the unfortunate endorser, was 
forced to sell most of his land and slaves in order to make good 
the payment. Having been reduced from their former comfort- 
able position and feeling that they could never make a satisfac- 
tory economic and social recovery in their native surroundings, 
his sons persuaded him to move. Their attention turned to the 
State of Georgia where a great deal of land could be purchased 
for a small amount of money. John’s oldest son, Elisha - a 
youth of 20 years, left Edgecombe on 26 Feb 1832 and arrived 
in Troup County on the 26th of March. Elisha returned to 
Edgecombe County with satisfactory information about Troup 
County. John made preparations to move his family in the fall 
after gathering the crops. They were enroute the night “when 
the stars fell" on Georgia and Alabama, 13 Dec 1833. But not 
everyone moved, the first six children, all girls, had married by 
this time. Margaret and Elizabeth moved to Georgia while 
Sally, Mary, Delpha and Patsey stayed behind North Carolina. 

The personal indignity of this indebtedness must have been 
great because John also changed the spelling of his last name 
when he moved to Georgia. Both John and his father were 
learned people. His father Robert, signed his will as "Peelle” 
and named John with that spelling in his will. However in 
February 1836, John served on a jury which tried a person for 
murder in Troup County. The Superior Court record, dated 20 
February 1836, which documented the life imprisonment pun- 
ishment of the murderer was signed by five of the jury members. 
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John signed his name as "Peel", having dropped the last "Ie". 

On 11 May 1836, John and Elizabeth got a financial boost 
when they inherited one hundred and fifty acres as their share of 
her fathers estate. Then on 3 May 1838, John bought his Geor- 
gia home place of 101 acres from George Henry, the land being 
about eight miles southeast of La Grange. By 1841 John’s 
health had began to fail. On 13 Dec 1841, he deeded his home 
place for love and affection to his sons Robert A. Peel and John 
W. Peel on the single condition that they care for their parents 
during the rest of their natural lives. With the real estate went a 
Negro woman named Hannah - about 35 years of age, one 
horse, two cows, sixteen hogs, one two-horse wagon with har- 
ness, three beds with furniture, and the household and kitchen 
furniture. The deed also provided $200 each to William J. Peel 
and Martha Peel. John is listed as one of the Charter Members 
of Union Lodge 28 of Free and Accepted Masons at La Grange. 
This worthy gentleman passed to his eternal reward on 2 Dec 
1844 in Troup County, GA. 

MARY PEELLE’S INHERITANCE 
(THE REST OF THE JOHN JOSSEY PEEL STORY) 

Robert Peelle, son of Robert Peelle and Margaret Jossey 
Peelle, was born on March 6, 1767, in Northampton County, 
North Carolina. The Edgecombe County Court of February 3, 
1789, referred to him as an invalid. He made his will in Edge- 
combe County on February 24, 1803, and it was probated on 
March 3, 1803. In it he named his wife Esther and three chil- 
dren, Josiah, Tempy, and Mary. Jacob Horn and Jesse Farmer 
were named as executors. 

February 1806 court records show that Esther and one of the 
orphans died soon afterwards. February 1811 and 1815 court 
records show that Jacob Horn was guardian of Josiah and Polly 
Peel, orphans of Robert Peel. 

Notes from Hugh B. Johnston’s Peele family file show that 
Josiah was born 1797 and died 1818, and that Tempy was born 
1795 and died 1805. Lewis Ellis’s family Bible records show 
that Mary was born February 1800. She married Lewis Ellis Au- 
gust 10, 1820, and their son J. R. P. (Josiah Robert Peele) Ellis 
was born June 11, 1821. Mary died in 1822. 

Lewis and Mary began proceedings in 1821 which were still 
being pursued by Lewis as late as 1837 to obtain Mary’s inheri- 
tance. Reading estates records of Robert Peelle, Lewis Ellis, — 
and Jacob Horn, one finds that Jacob Horn invested her funds in 
a loan to Willie Stanton. Apparently Willie lost the money, 
somehow involved John Jossey Peelle in additional losses after 
obtaining his signature on a loan against Mary’s inheritanice. 
When Lewis carried the matter to court in 1827, Willie Stanton 
testified that he could not repay the loan and by default John 
Jossey Peelle was held accountable. 

Depositions in this suit were made by: Henry Horn, William 
Ellis, John Barnes, Epraim Daniel, William Mumford, John 
Horn, Blake Little, Turner Dickinson, Henry Harrison, Agatha 
Jordan, Elizabeth Hedgepeth, David Bundy, Levi Daniel, James 
D. Simms, and Bartley Deans. 


May 1997 





OLDFIELD TOWNSHIP MILITIA OFFICERS 


One of the descendants of Stephen D. Boykin of Oldfield 
Township in Wilson County has a small notebook used by his 
grandfather just before the Civil War. Following a notation made 
apparently in 1860, and prior to the date November 13, 1861, 
there is a list of officers of a Company of Wilson County Militia 
which may be almost unique because of the rarity of the survival 
of that sort of thing prior to the enlistment of local Companies 
for service in the Confederate States Army. The original list fol- 
lows, without the substitutions that will be noted later: 

Captain Stephen D. Boykin 
Ist Lt. Willie Lamm 
2nd Lt. John C. Mercer 
3rd Lt. Bennett Bullock 
Ist Sergt. B. J. Bunn 
2nd Sergt. Isaac Williamson 
3rd Sergt. John Lamm 
4th Sergt. Willie Deans 
5th Sergt. Willie S. Williamson 
Ist Corp. G. H. Horn 
2nd Corp. J. M. Parker 
3rd Corp. Dempsey Peelle 
4th Corp. Griffin Simpson 
Ensign W. W. Williamson 
Drummer James J. Narron 
Fifer Simeon Taylor 
There will now follow the substitutions of a slightly later date: 
3rd Lt. Willie Williamson 
Ist Sergt. John T. Simpson 
2nd Sergt. Benjamin G. Simpson 
3rd Sergt. Solomon Lamm 
ist Corp. Haywood Scott 
2nd Corp. Ruffin Barnes 
3rd Corp. Thomas Mercer 
4th Corp. Jethro Harrison 

Benjamin Griffin Simpson actually stepped up seven grades, 
| but the other seven men (with the possible exception of Willie 
|W. Williamson) were all new names on the list. He was later a 
private in Company B, 2nd North Carolina Infantry Regiment, 
|C. §. A. William Lamm was in the 2nd Company A, 2nd North 
| Carolina Regiment, C. S. A. 
| Simeon Taylor was in Company F, 19th North Carolina (2nd 
Cavalry) Regiment, C. S. A. John Lamm was in Company G, 5th 
/ North Carolina Regiment, while Ruffin Barnes, Bennett Bullock, 
and Dempsey Peelle were in Company C, 43rd North Carolina 
| Regiment, CESeAs 
| Jethro Harrison, William Lamm, Haywood Scott, John T. 
Simpson, and Willie S. Williamson all served in Company A, 
| 55th North Carolina Regiment, C. S. A. Stephen D. Boykin was 
‘in Company K, Ist Home Guards Regiment. 

Some or all of the other seven men may have fought in the 
Confederate Army, but no proof has been sought as yet in the 
manuscript records of either the State or the Federal Department 
of Archives. If no record of them can be found there for them (or 
for one of your own ancestors), it must be presumed that they 
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were never genuine soldiers in the Confederate States Army. 

This manuscript with the handwritten notation “The Wilson 
Daily Times, July 9, 1973” was prepared by Hugh B. Johnston, 
Jr. and bound, with others, by Mr. Johnston and placed in the 
Wilson County Public Library. 


Area Revolutionary Soldiers 


The Comptroller’s Accounts for May 1783 in Halifax 
Military District contained these names associated with 
what is today Wilson County (Book K, p. 92); also the 
amounts in currency of their Certificates: 

No.122 Britain Barnes £40-0-0 

116 Thomas Dixon 460-0-0 
132 Benjamin Emmerson [Amason] 5,000-0-0 





115 Isaac Farmer 60-0-0 
118 Cornelius Jordan 1,250-0-0 
117 Joseph Simms 700-0-0 
135 James Stanton 1,200-0-0 
134 Jonathan Tart 3,000-0-0 


Taken from Hugh B. Johnston’s records. 


HENRY HARRISON CULPEPPER 


Henry Harrison Culpepper, son of William Culpepper and 
wife,lived in Nash County, North Carolina. He was born April 
24, 1820 and died September 11, 1884. 

On May 1, 1855, Henry H. Culpepper married Catharine 





Braswell of Nash County, with Exum L. Curl, J. P., officiating, 
and witnessed by Reuben A. Culpepper. Catharine, probably a 
daughter of John and Elizabeth Braswell of Edgecombe County 
and a granddaughter of Zadock Braswell, was born on December 
30, 1828, and died on November 25, 1868. 

On November 23, 1858, Henry H. and Catharine (X) Culpep- 
per sold to John R. Mercer for $20.00 their interest in the lands 
of the late John Braswell of Edgecombe County, adjoining said 
Mercer; witnessed by R. H. Pender. On July 8, 1870, Henry H. 
and Catharine (X) Culpepper sold to John N. Braswell for 
$63.25 their eleventh-interest in 80 acres of John Braswell’s 
land adjoining Jerry Batts and James Oneal in Edgecombe 
County; witnessed by Dunkin R. Braswell; proven in both Nash 
and Edgecombe Counties. 

Children of Henry and Catharine Culpepper 

The names of the first and second children are not known. The 
third child was Cicero Culpepper who was born on January 1, 
1861. 

Sources of information: Edgecombe County Deed Books 27, p. 
841 and 33, p. 1. 

Transcribed from the Hugh B. Johnston Culpepper Family files 
by Sue E. Powell 
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his Journal often times about stopping at the home of Henry 
Flowers, Sr.” 
Children of Hery Flowers and wife Patsey Savage: 


Kehukey Association Messengers 


The minutes of the Kehukey Association of the Primitive Bap- 
tist Church list the messengers from the Tar River church and 1. Archibald Flowers 
Tossneot Churches in Edgecombe County. 2. William Flowers 

1769 Tar River John Moore, Elisha Battle, Elias Fort, | 3. Bennett Flowers 


Wm. Horn 4. Elizabeth “Betsey” Flowers 
Tossneot Jonathan Thomas 5. Sarah “Sallie” Flowers 
1770 Tar River Elisha Battle, William Horn, James 6. John Flowers 
Wiggon 7. James Flowers 
Tossneot Jonathan Thomas, Moses Baker 8. Mary “Mollie” Flowers 
1771 Tar River John Moore, Elias Fort, William Horn, | 9. Nancy Flowers 
Elisha Battle, Henry Horn 10. Olivia Flowers 
Tossneot Jonathan Thomas, Moses Baker, John | 11. Henry Flowers, Jr. 
Thomas, Ruben Hays 12. Jacob Flowers 
1772 Tar River John Moore, Past’r; Elias Fort, Elisha | Sources: Edgecombe County Records, Deed Book 3, p. 268; Sell- 
Battle, William Horn ers, History of Marion County 
Tossneot Jonathan Thomas, Past’r; Moses Transcribed by Sue E. Powell from Hugh B. Johnston’s Flowers 
Baker, Nathan May Family files. 
1773 Tar River John Moore, Pastor; Elisha Battle, 
William Horn, Daniel Ross Hardy Gray Flowers 
Tossneot Jonathan Thomas, Past’r; Moses 
Baker, Nathan May Hardy Gray Flowers, son of Hardy Flowers and wife Mary 
1774 Tar River John Moore, Pastor; Elisha Battle, (White?) was born in Edgecombe County and died before the 
John Moore, Jr., Henry Hart Census of 1870 of Wilson County. On September 8, 1832, he 
Tossneot Jonathon Thomas, Pastor; John married Sarah “Sally” Batts in Edgecombe County, bonded by 
Thomas, Moses Baker Hardy Flowers. She was born in 1813, a daughter of William 
1776 Tar River John Moore, Pastor; Elisha Battle, Batts, Jr., of Edgecombe County, by his first wife. They appeared 
Elias Fort, Jacob Dickinson in the Edgecombe County Census taken on June 1, 1850, with 
Tossneot John Thomas, Pastor; Theophilus eight children, five of whom were enrolled in school (Wilson Co. 


Thomas, Moses Baker, John Stancil, Ruben 
Hayes, Godfrey Stancel 
1777 Tar River John Moore, Daniel Ross, Elias Fort 
Tossneot John Thomas, Aaron Tyson, Wm. 
Bond, Ephrm Daniel, John Stancil 
Submitted by J. Robert Boykin. Abstracted by Sue E. Powell 


Henry Flowers | 


Henry Flowers was probably born in what is now Southampton 
County, Virginia, and came in his childhood to Edgecombe 
County, North Carolina. On October 22, 1777, he was living in 
Bladen County and sold John Cohoon of Edgecombe County for 
£100 proclamation money 290 acres south of Tyancokey Swamp 
(patented by the said Henry Flowers on February 6, 1760), wit- 
nessed by Aquilla Cohoon, William (F) Folk, and Moses (x) 
Coleman. 

Henry Flowers is said to have married Patsey Savage, daughter 
of Lovelace Savage, Sr., who came to Edgecombe County from 
Surry County, Virginia. They moved from Bladen County to 
Marion County, South Carolina, before 1782. “Old man Henry Sources: Original Marriage Bond, 1850 Edgecombe County, NC 
Flowers,” wrote Sellers, “built the first Methodist Church in Mar- | census, household #374. 
ion sometime about 1782 and it was called Flowers Meeting 
House of which his 7 sons and 5 daughters were members. This | Transcribed by Sue E. Powell from Hugh B. Johnston’s Flowers 
church was about four miles from the present town of Marion and | Family file. 
the First Methodist Church in Marion is the same organization as 
was Flowers Meeting House. Bishop Asbury makes reference in 


Census, July 12, 1860, p. 60, no. 605, 600, of Joyners, Wilson 
District, worth $2,750). 


Children of Hardy and Sarah Flowers: 
1. William Hardy Flowers was born in 1833. Co. B, 2nd N. C. 
Regiment, C. S. A. 
2. Elizabeth Flowers was born in 1836. 
3. Duncan Lamon Flowers was born in 1838. Co. B, 2nd N. C. 
Regiment, C. S. A. 
4. Jacob Henry Flowers was born in 1840. Co. B, 2nd N. C. In- 
fantry, C. S. A. 
5. Wiley Gray Flowers was born in 1842. Co. B, 2nd N. C. Regi- 
ment, C. S. A. 
6. James Edwin Flowers was born in 1844. Co. B, 2nd N. C. 
Regiment, C. S. A. 
7. Obedience “Beady” G. Flowers was born in 1846. 
8. Robert W. Flowers was born in 1849. 
9. George W. Flowers was born in 1852. 
10. John T. Flowers was born in 1856. 
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J/CGS Minutes, April 22,1997 | 27284. 910-275-0281. Woodard. (Ed. Welcome back to a long- 
time friend of genealogy in Wilson County) 


ape py son panty ce: eu Soy met April 22, 1997, at} Jane Taylor Greenberg, 1318 Nelson Ave, Clearwater, FL 

e Wilson County Public Library with Henry Powell, president, | 34615. 813-447-2080. Woodard, Holland, Sauls, Stewart, 
esiding. There were 32 persons present. Eline 

A report was made by Henry Powell on the Wilson County Martha M. Taylor, 504 Martins Creek Blvd, S erville. SC 


ome Page on Internet, its usage by others, and responses to 29485. 803-873-0605. Woodard, Sauls, Holland, Evans. Elkins, 
leries which have been posted. The queries posted since the last | Stewarts 


eeting were read, and members were asked to assist in the Current Membership Count = 136 
eparation of answers. 
Grace Turner reported that she has arranged for a location for 
ur June Social. : 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as printed 
the newsletter. The treasurer’s report was given stating a be- 
nning balance of $4,931.10, receipts of $794.65, expenditures 
$526.90, with a closing balance on April 22, 1997 of 
),198.85. 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
on Harrington, Coordinator of the Military Collections Project 
‘North Carolina State Archives presented an explanation of the 
ial to better document the state’s twentieth century military ex- 
‘rience. In order to protect and preserve the military heritage of 
e state, Archives is seeking to copy photographs of North Car- 
ina veterans in uniform, and to locate letters, diaries, reminis- 
nces, souvenirs and memorabilia related to military service be- 
reen 1900 and 1954. Archives is particularly interested in ob- 
ining either original or Photostat copies of the military dis- 
large papers of North Carolinians. Approximately 80% of army 
sonnel records have been destroyed by fire. Persons having 
ly materials that will contribute to this effort are encouraged to 
nate or loan them to the Archives. 
Mr. Harrington also presented facts and figures about North 
irolinians' contributions to the war efforts during World Wars I 
id II, the Korean Conflict, and Viet Nam relating the numbers 
10 served, the number of casualties and deaths as well as the 
mes of the units in which they primarily served. He concluded 
again asking for the items listed above as well as volunteers to 
nduct personal interviews with living veterans of World Wars I 
dil. In addition, letters to state legislators in support of the 
gject could help in obtaining funding for continuance of these 
‘orts of State Archives. 
‘¢ Powell, Secretary/Treasurer 


































Note regarding the Annual Membership List and Surnames of 
Interest. Several members have asked about listings which they 
have not been able to contact. Our policy has always been to 
keep names on the list even if membership is not renewed. As a 
result, some names presently listed may have been inactive for 
five years cr longer and perhaps are no longer correct listings. 


You will note that current members are indicated by an M in the 
margin beside their names. We will probably discontinue the 
listing of inactive names after this year to avoid wasting the 
time of active member researchers. Please send your opinions on 
this matter to the editor. 


May Quiz - Wilson County Bridges 


1. The crossing over Contentnea Creek on Rt. 58 E. of Stantonsburg is 
called ? 

2. The crossing over Contentnea Creek on Old Black Creek Road has 
always been known as ? 

3. Where was Batts Bridge, mentioned in 1858. 

4. The 1791 bridge over Upper Town Creek was called? 

5. Where would you find the Woodbridge? 


April answers: 


1. London Church Road, formerly Waterworks Road 
2. The Plank Road 

3. Stagecoach Road 

4. Frank Price Church Road 


Announcements 


Family History Study Tour of England and Wales, May 1998. 
A two week escorted study trip based out of five touring cen- 
ters: Hampshire, Devon, Wiltshire, Lincolnshire, and Kent. 
These centers were key emigation areas for ancestors of families 
who came to Surreyside Virginia and Eastern North Carolina. 
This experience will be limited to 18 guests and includes air 
fare, escorted coach transportation, historic inns, admissions, all 
breakfasts and some dinners. Further information from: Ances- 
tral Connections, PO Box 1971, Wilson, NC 27894. 
Pitt County Family Researchers First Annual Family Re- 
union, Saturday, October 18, 1997, 8AM to 5PM, Willis Build- 
ing, First and Reade Streets, Greenville, NC. Registration fee of 
$5 covers lunch. The purpose is to meet together and to discuss 
familes of interest as well as some problems we face in our fam- 
ily searches. Registration by June 1 to Annette MacRae, PO Box 
940, Bethel NC 27812-0940. 


embers 


hee 
:amond A. Allen, 4210 S. Artesian Avenue, 2nd floor, 
hicago, IL 60632-1204. 773-254-2903. Allen (Nash, Wilson 
).) 
. D. Barnes, Jr., 1907 South College, Tulsa, OK 74104. 918- 
4-8378. Barnes, Baker 

ed Habicht, 2517 Barrison Point Rd, Essex, MD 21221. 410- 
2-4496. Boykin. CWXR60A @prodigy.com 

\fany DeBusk Roberson, 908 Onslow Drive, Greensboro, NC 
(408. 910-854-0578. Joyner (Joiner), Davis, Williams, Vick, 
idgen, Parker, Cobb, Tart(e). Luvwookie@msn.net 

hn A. Woodard, 2152 Rougemount Ln, Kernersville, NC 
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WCGS Publications Order Form 


Qty 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of-1860 
(includes all six schedules; every name index; 221 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, May 1993) $25.00 


Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870 


(includes all five schedules; every name index; 390 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, March 1994) $25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume | (244 cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) 
$25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume Il (75 cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions; 389 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) 
$25.00 

_____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume lil (121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 
350 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Sue Evans Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 
1995) $25.00 

____ Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for com- 
puter genealogy programs (PAF, Brother's Keeper, Kith & 





|Kin, others) of over 8500 Wilson County individuals from 


the earliest settlers, all linked by birth or marriage. $10.00 
____ Trees of Wilson. Back issues of the Newsletter from 
1/1992. Price varies with issue. We invoice then ship upon 
receipt of payment. Issues wanted? 


Wilson County Maps as listed below 

____ Historical Map: old county lines, waterways, early 
roads, towns & post offices, township boundaries. Edited 
by Sue E. Powell from a Hugh Johnston map. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #1. N-S, Virginia line to Tar- 
boro, W-E, Whitakers to Murfreesboro. Geographic details, 
extensive names of residents. From NC Archives. $5.00 
____ Confederate Field Map #2. Continuation of #1 above, 
S. to Neuse River, W-E, Wilmington/Weldon RR to Wash- 
ington, NC. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #3. Enlarged portion of part of 
area covered by #2 above, similar details but other resi- 
dents named. Includes Black Creek, Stantonsburg, 
Saratoga, Nahunta, Pikeville, Speight's Bridge. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #4. Continuation of map #3 
above S. to Neuse River, includes Goldsboro. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, 1872. block by block details by E. B. 
Mayo, redrawn by F. T. Green & Assoc. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, 1882. Block by block details by 
Gray.$5.00 





Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $2.50. Shipping costs for maps is $2.50 for 1-4 items. Add 6% sales tax for 


an NC residents. Total of items ordered . Shipping 


Sales Tax Total Enclosed 


Advance Publications Reservation: 0) Reserve a copy of Cemeteries IV (pub. date late 1997)D Reserve a copy of Cemeteries V 
(pub. date 1998). Do not send money now. You will be invoiced upon publication, shipment will follow receipt of payment. 
WCGS Membership: U Enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $15 individual / $20 family membership. 


Name 
Postal Address 
Surnames of Interest: 


Email Adress 
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Telephone 


Interested in volunteer assistance with WCGS: 0 Hugh Johnston Project 0 Wilson 
County Cemeteries Project 0 Library Genealogy Assistance 0. Answering queries 0 Other 
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June 1997 


It's that time of the year again when 
we let down our hair and kick up our 
heels and relax for an evening of fun 
and conversation at the annual social 
gathering. Actually, it's more a race to 
see who can get a rocking chair, but we 
President's en oat 
Message | Turner for wielding 

her influence to 
obtain the site through her loving 
daughter. Let's make it a big evening 
and celebrate our growth. 

Thanks for the great response to last 
month's request for volunteers. We now 
have a plan for more library assistance 
and Hugh Johnston;s records are being 
copied at a good pace. Thank you. 

Dr. Bruce Pruitt's May talk will be 
included in our next issue. 

Plans are being made for our fall 
family heritage tour. Details inside. 
Please sign up now as seats will be 
limited. 

We need more contributed material 
for the newletter. Take some time now 
to send us your family tree or a writeup 
on what you have found. 


Henry Powell 


Highlights of This Issue 


TREES OF WILSON 


Wilson County Genealogical Society 





The Newsletter of the 

















Volume 6 Number 6 
Event: WCGS Annual Social 
and picnic supper | 

Date: Tuesday, June 24, 1997 
Time: 6:00 PM 
Place: Allen Thomas Farm on C 

Lamm Road off Rt. 264 W. 
For: All WCGS Members 
What to Bring: Your favorite 
dish suitable for a country supper on the screened porch. Suggestions ... barbecue, fried 
chicken, potato salad, succotash, brunswick stew, steamed okra, cheese biscuits, coun- 
try ham ... or your own family speciality to show off and brag on. Don't forget the 
sweets. Any good fresh coconut cake makers out there? 
We'll provide: Cups, ice, sweet tea, water, plates, napkins, cutlery, serving spoons, 
tables, chairs, good weather and a pleasant evening. If you want to drink something 
with more kick, bring it along. Puritans, please leave attitudes at home. 
Bonus: Back by popular demand, everybody's fa- 2 
vorite local folk singer, Kermit Bass will be with us, 7" 4 Special Treat - 
pickin and singing traditional songs to remind us of Kermit Bass 
old times down on the farm. Folk Singer 
Cost: There is no charge to members for this event. 
How to Get There: 
From Wilson, go west on Rt. 
264, past Harris Teeter and 
KMart, past Finch's Mill and 
the Cracker Barrel to the traffic 
light just beyond 195 at Lamm 
Road (look for the Home Place 
florist). Turn left, proceed about 
1/2 mile and look for the yellow 
sign on your left with "WCGS" 
on it. Turn left into the drive 
and park near the house. "Y'all 
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Family Connection. ..................00:0:0006 2 |come on in and set a spell and 
Fall Family Heritage Tour.................... 3. | have a bite to eat while you're 
rember Queries «,../..086..0. cased. 3 | here." 
Virginia Census 1624 ..00.......c0cee eee 4 
Edenbridge Project :i.........02..sedseceveseeeees 4 
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May , 1997 « Wilson Daily Times 





This newsletter is published by the Wilson County Ge- 

nealogical Society, P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894- 

0802. Telephone 919-237-1250. Internet (GenWeb): 
http://www.txdirect.net/~hpeele/wilson. htm. 

Trees is published monthly except for December and 
July. An annual index is published as part of the 
March issue. Membership is for a calendar year and 
includes a subscription to the ten issues published each 
year or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. The annual individual membership fee is 
$15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the members 
of WCGS are accepted for publication at the discretion 
of the Editors and should pertain to families with con- 
nections in Wilson County and its neighboring and 
parent counties. 

Queries are accepted and printed only from WCGS 
members. Queries should include full name(s), dates 
and geographic location, if known, of the person(s) for 
whom you seek information. 

Officers: 

President: Henry Powell 

Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 

Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 

Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reece Ferrell, Katye 

Alford 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue Powell 

Regular Contributors: Grace Turner, Albert Page, 

Horace Peele, Janice Sharpe 
Committees: 

Library Services Coordinator: Joan Howell 

Library Assistants: Joan Howell, 

Janice Sharpe 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Wilson County Genealogical Maps: Sue Powell 

Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 

Bible Records: Paul Darden 

Programs: Deborah Mitchell, Carol Forbes, Mary 

Helen Schaubhuth 

Please send address, name or information changes to 
WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894. 

The Newsletter is mailed with first-class postage to 
subscribers of record at the date of mailing. 
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Whtesn County Ganesatogica| Beatery 





lon from the 





More information 
on Pearson family 


Boctety Meetings: 


The Wilson 

Society em the fourth Tues- 
day ef each month (except July, 
gust lane) Deceit, tue wine 
in the room of the Wilson 
County Public Library. Mem- 
bership inter 


Genealogy 
Reom at the public Mbrary on 
many Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons. Write to WCGS at P.O. 
Box 903, Wilson, N.C. 27894 or call 
237-1250 after 6 p.m. ee cena 
which will be answered in 


Wileen Ceunty Genealogy 
3 wcas several 
‘of interest to vor erga work- 
ing om local family The 
include the Wilson 
ef 1880 and of 1870 and 
three volumes of cemetery 
surveys which cover numerous 
rural family plots along with 
in- 


ite 


larger community cemeteries 
eluding Evergreen Memorial. 
iL) be in- 


publications 
end arse. form if bo aces a 
Caonilen these books also 
Seana ee use im the Gaensalony 
Room at the Wilson County Public 
Library and may be purchased st 
the circulation desk there. 
Family Histery Tower: WCGS 
conducts tours to 
lecations of interest to Wilson 
Ceunty family historians. We 
made a visit to Isle of 
Wright and Surry Counties in 
(origin for most early 


Question: Looking for 
tion co my great 
Needham A. Bunn, 


who entered the Confederate 


Army from Wilson County on June 
14, 1864. 
AB Jr. 
Yerktown, Va 


Answer: 
Bunn was born 1847 and died Feb. 
22, 1014, at age 67. He was a farm- 
er in the Old Fields township area, 
once part of Nash County. His fa- 
ther was Bryant Bunn, and his 
mother was J - Needham’s 
wife was Nancy (died 1926), 

and Billie 


had 100 acres land 
and 44 acres of land. 
None of the family could read or 


how that family name came about 
and how the family grew and 
spread in America. 


themselves Fitzpenne (son of 
Penne) which over the years 
changed to variations such as 
Fippen, Thippen, Filippen, Fitz- 
pen, Tippet, Thickpenny, and, 
event 


ually, S 
The first family immigrant to 
America, James Fippen from 
land bemarie 


m surname variation 


derived from James’ brother who 
settled there. 
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Homesteads of Lower Edgecombe 


Save the date - Saturday, October 11, 1997 - for 
this in-depth look at the early days of what is now 
southern Wilson County. 

We'll follow the stagecoach / oxcart road leading 


| from Old Sparta through Saratoga, Stantonsburg and 


_ Black Creek, pausing along the way to look at the re- 





licts of early homesites. We'll trace the beginnings of 
families such as Thomas, Ellis, Peele, Applewhite, 
Whitley, Reason, Tyson, Hill, Stanton, Shelton, 
Woodard, Evans, and many more. 

Weill visit the remnants of the 1745 Toisnot Church 
cemetery and stand on the site of that first local church. 
We'll see the site of the Ellis Meeting House, and we 
hope to be able to visit an old stagecoach inn once 
owned by the Amasons. We'll see lots of old homesites, 
such as Robert Peelle, James Stanton, and Josiah Ellis 
and will stop at Stanton's Bridge for a detailed look at 
what was once downtown Stantonsburg, now a quiet 
residential street blocks away from the present down- 
town. 

We'll stop along the way for a picnic lunch (bring 
your own) on the grounds of a country church. Bever- 


| ages will be provided. 


For those of you with Woodard connections, we 
hope to tour Elisha 's plantation. A tour of Black 
Creek will pinpoint many of the early settlers in that 
area - Daniels, Tomlinson, Bardin, Dew, Pearson and 


| others. 


We will return via Quaker Road which has only the 


| Name remaining to commemorate the once thriving 


Friends community and continue back into town by 


| that all-purpose local landmark, Roney Williamson's 


Store, as a preview to a future trip to the Old Fields 


| area. 


There are forty seats available on the tour and reser- 


_ vations will be taken on a first come basis upon receipt 
_ of your check for $15 which is the full cost. That cov- 


ers the chartered bus transportation and refreshments/ 
beverages. Each tour member will receive a booklet 
listing principal sights which will make a handy refer- 


_ ence for future use. Mail your check now to WCGS, 
PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894. Please note that it is 


_ for the fall 97 tour and name the people included in the 
' Teservation. 
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In Appreciation of "Dixie" 





Trees of Wilson 





I have to tell you how much I enjoyed hearing the music 
"Dixie" when I got into the Wilson County page. My Gr- 
Grandfather was John Tomlinson who came to Arkansas, along 
with his brother, Garry Tomlinson, after the Civil War. The Tom- 
linson's were from Black Creek in Wilson Co. I had the privilege 
of visiting there several years ago and was shown around by J. 
Clifton Tomlinson who was a relative of mine. Tho small in 
stature, he was a GREAT man. And I thought Wilson Co. had the 
tallest pine trees I have ever seen and was a beautiful place. 

Betty Guthne McCollum 
Melbourne, Arkansas 72556 
bgmac@centuryinter.net 


Members' Queries 


I have a late uncle who was a pastor in the Nash/Wilson area, 
Elder Willie Floyd Allen. He was a pastor at Saint Matthews Dis- 
ciple Church in Wilson and was part of their Goldsboro/Raleigh 
Assembly Board of Elders for 33 years. He was also a member of 
Allen Masonic Temple Lodge No. 3. I would appreciate any help 
your society might give my queries about him. Leamond Allen 
4210 South Artesian Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60632-1204 


I am looking for records of the Wilson County Hospital that was 
during the Civil War. I have records of an ancestor, James 
William Bridgers, that served in that war and was admitted to 
this hospital at least twice during his service. I have found letters 
from the staff at the hospital but few patient records. Any help 
would be greatly appreciated. Vince Bridgers 
11337 Pebble Garden Lane 
Austin, TX 78739 


I am having problems with the Ned/Ed Davis line. Find him in 
the 1850 Nash Census with Clara but can not get back any fur- 
ther. No death date on either at this time. Is anyone working on 
this line? Joyce A. Bell 
107 Hobbs Lane, Box 5-B 
Washington, NC 27889 
jbell@coastalnet.com 


Question on the family of Catharine Peelle (d.6/17/1812), wife of 

Robert Peelle (1730-1808). Was her maiden name Fitzgerald or 
Garrall? Who were her parents and siblings? Which name did her 
father use? Horace Peele 
12806 Chateau Forest 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
hpeele@txdirect.net 

(Ed. Note: See Page 9 of this issue for a copy of her will) 


Further Note: The WCGS Board of Directors recently took action 
to limit queries printed in this newsletters to those submitted by 
current members. Nonmembers are invited to join WCGS to re- 
ceive this benefit or to post queries on our internet home page. 
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Virginia Census of 1624 


Despite the many settlers imported to the new Virginia Colony 
from 1607, mortality was high and survivors were few. After the 
Indian massacre of Good Friday in 1622, the governor ordered a 
census in 1624 to determine how many people there were. Here 


who may have been our ancestors. The total population count of 
the Virginia Colony was 1033. It grew rapidly thereafter. We 
will list later arrivals in future issues as the period from 1625- 
1650 seems to be the main period for arrival of many of our Wil- 


is a list of some residents from the south side of the James River 


son County ancestors. 


Source: The Internet 


County / Settle- Name County/Settlement Name The census covered these settlements: 
ment # people 
Over the River Elizabeth Abbitt Over the River | ThomasGates | Archers Hoop 17 
i 6 Basse Choise a2 
Basse Choise John Army Basse Choise Nathaniel Gau- Champlains 20 
Nase College Land 20 
Warwick Squeake John Atkins Basse Choise Margaret Giles | Eastern Shore 73 
; ae Elizabeth City Co. 285 
Warwick Squeake _— Francis Banks Basse Choise Benjamin Han- Flourdien Hundred 55 
dleare Glase Howse 5 
Over the River Sarah Banks Over the River Ellias Hinton Hogg Island 20 
: : Indian Thickett 10 
Basse Choise William Barnard Over the River Robert Lindsey James City Co. 24 
Warwick Squeake _ Richard Bartlett Basse Choise Richard Longe __| James Island 20 
, 3 ‘ : Jordans Forney 20 
Basse Choise Nathaniel Basse Warwick Squeake Edward Mabin Narinetionel 20 
Basse Choise Samuell Basse Warwick Squeake John Maldman {Neck of Land 19 
. : , Over the River 20 
Warwick Squeake John Batt Basse Choise Nathaniel Moper vieinie eoany 96 
Over the River William Bedford Basse Choise William New- Warwick Squeake 20 
man West Sherlow 71 
Over the River John Bottam Warwick Squeake Henry Phillips How did your ancestors arrive? 
Over the River William Bullock Warwick Squeake Henry Pinffe We often hear claims that an ancestor came on 
the Mayflower. While there may be a few local § 
Warwick Squeake George Clarke = Warwick Squeake John Pollentin residents who can actually make that claim § 
Warwick Squeake _ Peter Collins Basse Choise Andrew Rawley _ || tefugees from New England?), most of us de- § 
‘ ; i scend from English settlers who arrived on one 
Warwick Squeake Thomas Collins Warwick Squeake Anthony Read of the dozens of ships that sailed to Virginia in ; 
Warwick Squeake William Denham Warwick Squeake Christopher the 17th century. Some of these are: Sea : 
Reinold Flower, Mary Gold, Neptune, Susan, Eliza- 
a : : beth, Starr, Bona Nova, George, Swan, War- 
Basse Choise Richard Evans —_ Basse Choise John Shelley wicke, Swallowe, Flyinge Hart, Marie Provi- 
Over the River Richard Fenn Basse Choise Thomas Sheword || dence, Margett & John, Jacob, and Edwin. 
Over the River Thomas Flower _ Basse Choise Benjamin Simes 





A Bridge to the 1600s 


The NC Department of Transportation recently starting dig- 
ging a new Chowan River bridge foundation in Bertie County 
and came up with more than they expected. Workers found the 
remnants of a colonial village, tentatively dating from about 
1660 and called, for research purposes, Edenbridge. 

Some archaeologists are calling this the second oldest settle- 
ment in North Carolina (the oldest being the Lost Colony). There 
is evidence of four or five buildings with a protective wooden 
stockade. About 15,000 artifacts have been recovered, including 
a brass button with a likeness of Charles II of England which 
clearly dates the find as being after 1660. A jug was found with a 
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likenss of King George I (1714-1727) which appears to be one of 
the latest items recovered. 

The houses seemed to have leaded glass panes because of small 
twisted pieces of lead found in the rubble, which indicated that 
the inhabitants lived fairly well. Glass windows were something 
of a luxury in the wilderness. There were many clay pipes, wine 
bottles and fireplace tiles to suggest how residents spent some of 
their time. Women's touches were found in the many shards of 
fine china and pottery. 

Most of the dwellings appeared to be of the type called post-in- 
ground where corner posts are sunk with walls constructed be- 
tween them. This type of dwelling usually decays from ground 
rot after about 30 years. (continued on page 5) 
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| American English, Black English, Southern Accent, 17th Century English English ? 





From a syndicated column by Walter Williams on December 26, also had a way of softening recognition Defending their posi- 
1996 in The Wilson Daily Times. Opinions expressed herein are Hace laren for seven, tion, they pointed to the =r 
solely those of the columnist. “chimbly” for chimney, ‘‘mo"’ for of be! to denote ongoing actions, 


g more and “wid” far with. 


like “He be going to work.” But 


Y’aw! might axin me why Ah be = Virginia speech patterns were that's precisely how ill-bred 

writin dis way. Y'awi might tink F not invented in America. They Siuaboos if carver opi 
upbringin. awl might say Ah be per nglish. 3 the and west of % ” 
@ no-count, woebegone yaller |T'aint so. It's another regional — south brutal “insensitivity” of people 
dawg fit for nothin but taters and southern English dialect, possi- England during the 17th century in telling them they spoke incorrect- 
ee opted gi bly from Devon. Ithasbeen See Ra nae ly and, at the same time, demand- 
innards learning, y’awl | greatly influenced by radio and | Hampshire, Dorset, Devon, ing proper grammar and pronut 
eee a. a TV, and "Hoigh Toide" is get- Wiltshire, Oxford andGloucester. ciation. 


ting more rare. 


By the late 18h century, these 


Today, people are buying into 


ran that paragragh be co ¢7 “mummmommssosecamsansemcy WoT bad all but disappeared the nonsense that “I be” talk i 
America’s intellectual David H. Fischer, in his book, | {0m pllle wage, Fischer #98, pat ofa black bertage. So-called 
to get his reading. “Albion Seed,” described New | ‘In the 20th century, black English is simply an at- 
Ipredicted that five will get youl0 Jersey-native Philip Fithian’s | disordatwererarelybeardinany  ternpied coverup of government 
he'll perks up and say, “Why, that’s visit tothe Richmond, Va.,areato | part of rural England, but they school corruption and capitulation 
black English!” But it taint; it's teach at Nomini Hall in1773.Inhis | persisted among poor whites and to mediocrity. If 1 were con- 
te till coal aig Journal, Fithlan wrote how North- blacks in the American South.” splracy-minded, I'd believe that 
: : ; “she unt Say ie mee to Fischer, afew Al- undercover Klansmen have in- 
It ee interesting to Wt whereas Virginians, “even If high ricanisms crept into the English  filtrated the Oakland school board 
track local speech to See ifit sank preferred to any “I be” | language, even words of African” and are trying to make 
#5 Agi B “you be,” “she ain't” and “I | origin. “The major features of the out of blacks. 
other parts of the nation. f hain’t.” Fithian discovered that Virginia accent, however, were [t's not simply a matter of 
Do Pearsons/Boykins/Ful- fF the Virginian dialect even had its established before African slaves ‘black English" being hard on the 
Lice oe apalery auch 28 | could possibly have had much im- ears. Poor command of language 
p “afeared” for afraid, ‘‘cater- " 
j cornered” for crockad, “chomp” | Péct oa language.” The botiom is devastating to lerning pile 
Tell us about some of your for chew and “disremember” for line is the language we often hear tia! and reasoning skills. Afterall, 
your F 
speech peculiarities in far fe ‘onset. spoken among blacks has little or language is how we transmit 
away places. We'd like to list : Virginians tended to add sylla- nothing to do with Africa. It’s as knowledge and experiences. 
Berrie at these in fuatlre iste f bles to words and embellish English as you want to get. But don't take my word. Just ax 
q Nowels, such as “‘ha-alf” for half, Last week, the Oakland, Calif, yourself: How many successful 
p , Puriddy” for pretty and “wah-a- | schoo} board gave black English, blacks be talkin black English? 
a: tah-mill-i-an” for watermelon. what they call Ebonics. official Fit etapa 





_1A Bridge to the 1600s, continued this was the remnants of the Lost Colony. This theory fails to 
explain where the colony was for nearly 100 years before Eden- 

| Stains in the earth indicate that the settlement had an orchard _ bridge, and where they would have gotten contemporary English 

__ or vinyard; other buildings and animal bones indicate domestic _ buttons and wine jugs. No prize for that theory. 

_ animals. Surprisingly, there seemed to be no evidence of privies. _ For our local interest, Nathaniel Bass was considered to be the 

One archaelogist laughingly explained that there were plenty of first permanent resident of North Carolina when he built his fur 

woods and no neighbors. trader's cabin on the Albemarle Sound. Perhaps he had friends 
Preliminary investigations have shown possible documentation in Edenbridge. Bass was a descendent of the Nathaniel Basse 

_ for a settler arriving in this area around 1663 who later attracted who founded Basses Choise, an early settlement in present Isle 

_ adozen or so more residents into the area. The settlement was of Wight County. The first Nathaniel returned to London where 

_ Possibly ended by continuing Indian harrassment. he died, but one of his sons married a Nansemond Indian and 

__ Work on the site is being conducted by the NC Department of _ their son, Nathaniel was the fur trader above. The Nash County 

Cultural Resources through a contract with Coastal Carolina Bass family are presumed to be descendents of the original 

_ Research, an archaeological firm under the direction of Loretta Nathaniel Basse. 

_ Lautzenheiser. The present day chief of the Nansemond Indian tnbe is named 

One theory has been brought forth by an intrepid historian that Bass. Adapted from the Raleigh News & Observer. 
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Supreme Court Case #2221: Edgecombe County 1830 (Drake, Peele, Fen, Den, Wallace, 
Taylor, Gardner, Causey, Solomon, Phillips, & Norville. Submitted by Grace Turner 


State of North Carolina Superior Court of Law held 
Edgecombe County held for Said County—— 


Transcript of a cause tried in the said Court wherein Den on demise of Hines Drake, and others are 
Plaintiffs and Fen and Henry Drake and Mills Peele are Defendants (to wit) —— 


State of North Carolina Superior Court of Law 
Edgecombe County SS Fall Term 1830 

John Den complains of Richard Fen, in custody, &c. For that whereas Hines Drake, Drewry Drake, 
George S. Wallace and Jane his Wife, Gray J. Drake, Sarah A. Taylor, Jesse Gardner, Lazarus Gardner 
and Patsey Causey, Hardy Scarborough & Jemima his Wife. Solomon Phillips & Elizabeth his Wife, & 
Enos Norvill & Susan his Wife on the first day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred & thirty at Edgecombe County aforesaid, had demised, granted, and to farm let, to the said John 
Den, a certain tract or parcel of land, situate, lying being in the County aforesaid and bounded as follows, 
beginning at a Cypress on Tyan Coky Swamp in the mouth of a small branch, thence up the vanous 
courses of Said Swamp to a corner Red Oak formerly called Joseph Bordan's comer, thence along the said 
Bordan's line (formerly) to the high hill branch, thence up the said Branch to the new Road, thence along 
the new Road to a pine, thence along Jesse Ruffin's line (formerly Nettle's line) to the County road at a 
comer Red Oak, thence along the County Road to a Post Oak Jonas Edward's corner, thence along said 
Edward's line to a White Oak, thence along said Edward's line to the first Station containing One Hundred 
and fifty acres, more or less, with the appurtenances, to have and to hold the said tract of land, with the 
appurtenances to the said John Den and his assigns, from the said first day of January unto the full End 
and Term of seven years thence next ensuing, and fully to be completed and ended by virtue of which 
said devise the said John Den entered into the said tract of land with the appurtenances and was possessed 
thereof, until] the said Richard Fen afterwards, to wit, on the same day and year last mentioned, by force 
and arms entered into the said tract with the appurtenances demised to the said John in form aforesaid, 
for the Term aforesaid, which is not yet expired, and ejected the said John out of his Farm, and other 
wrongs to him did to the great damage of him the said John, and against the peace of the said State, 
whereby the said John saith he is injured, and hath sustaincd damage to the amount of one hundred 
pounds, and therefore he bringeth suit &c. 

Geo. W. Mordecai 
John Doe, Richard Roe} pledges &c Pttf's Att® 


To Henry Drake and Mills Pesie 
Sirs: I am informed that you are in possession of or claim title to the premises mentioned in the above 
declaration of Ejectment, or some part thereof, & being sued in this action as a casual Ejector, and having 
no claim to the same, do advise you to appear at Tarborough at the Courthouse therein, being the Court- 
house of Edgecombe county on the Second Monday of March next, by some Attorney of that Court, then 
and there to cause yourself to be made defendants in my Stead, otherwise I shall suffer judgment to be 
entered against me, and you will be tured out of possession. 
Your loving fnend,Richard Fen — 
23° Feby 1830 — 
On the back of the Writ was endorsed "Delivered a copy of the within declaration to the defendants; 
delivered to the wife of H. Drake at his house and Peele the 26" of February 1830 - for John Parker Shff - 
Jo" Danie! D. S. — 
Solomon T. Braddy and Thomas Amason were endorsed as Securities for the Plaintiffs and Josiah 
Freeman and seven others were endorsed as Securities for the Defendants - George W. Mordecai Attorney 
for the Plaintiffs 
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At March Term 1830 of our said Court the said cause was entered upon the Appearance Docket and the 
Defendants Attorney pleaded thereto, viz “common Rules and not Guilty“ 

And at the September Term 1830 of our said Court the said cause was tried and the following opinion 
of his Honor Joseph J. Daniel the presiding Judge was entered (to wit)" Levi Edwards before the 
Legislature passed the private Act of 1802 could not have inherited from any of the Legitimate brothers 
or Sisters which he might have had on his Mothers side - It was possible for his mother to have been 
Lawfully married and to have had issue by that marriage - neither could he have inherited from any of 
the Brothers or Sisters of his mother, or from any of the more remote collateral relations of his mother, 
nor could the aforesaid collateral relations have inherited by any possibility, from him the said Levi 
Edwards: The case supposed are not within the Act of Assembly of 1799: I think without any very 
forced construction the private Act of 1802, (although badly penned and the meaning imperfectly 
expressed) placed Levi Edwards (afterwards Levi Drake) in the situation of a child who had been born 
in Lawfull Wedlock, so far as relates to the blood relations of his Mother, But I cannot discover from the 
Act of 1802, that if William Drake had died intestate that Levi Edwards alias Levi Drake could have been 
his heir at Law. The Legislature must declare him such a person, as could inherit the Estate of William 
Drake by such words, that the Court could so reasonable understand or infer it, from the speaking of the 
Legislature, by the private Act of 1802 itself: (viz) that he was made capable to succeed to the Estate 
of the said William Drake by descent proof aliunde from the Act of Assembly itself cannot be admitted 
to shew what the Legislature ment. If Levi Drake was the only child and heir at Law of William Drake 
he would take this land by descent: for it is a Rule of Law founded upon feodal principly | admit, but 
still it is a Rule of Law in this State that when the same Land and the same Estate in the same would 
come to the devisee by descent, if no will had been made, then the making of a will and devising the 
Land will not make the taker a purchaser of the Estate, The Law declares that he shall take by descent. 
The Lessors of the Plaintiffs must recover by the strength of their own title, possession 1s sufficient for 
the defendants untill the Lessors can shew a better title. If Levi Drake had have died Seized and 
possessed of land could William Drake if he had been alive, have succeed to the Land for life as his 
Levi's Father by the rule or cannon in the Act of 1808? To have ascertained and decided this Question 
we would be refered to the private Act of 1802, in looking into that Act no reasonable inference could 
be drawn, that the Legislature intended to make Levi Drake the Legitimate son and heir of William Drake 
therefore the said William Drake would not have succeeded to the Land of Levi Drake had he died 
leaving William Drake alive, neither can the lessors of the plaintiff because they clam by descent and 
claim through and by the blood of William Drake, I say nothing of the maternal relation of Levi Edwards, 
alias Levi Drake they are not before the Court — at common Law Levi Drake was Millius fillius and had 
no inheritable blood in him by the Act of 1799 he was while illegitimate capable of inheriting in a few 
express and inumerated cases by the private Act of 1802, the lessors of the plaintiffs alledges, that he was 
changed from a Bastard to a legitimate person having all the heritable blood of a person bom in Lawfull 
Wedlock. The question then is “heritable blood” to whom? look into the Act and you cannot discover 
it is from or to William Drake and his blood relations. This fact cannot be avered and proved by anything 
but the Act of the Legislature itself. that does not prove it and I think the Lessors of the plaintiffs who 
are Brothers and Sisters of William Drake deceased are not the heirs at Law of Levi Drake it may be 
contended that the ascertainment of the fact, that A. is heir at Law of B. depends upon such proof as 
satisfies the mind of a Jury so in this case the declarations of William Drake that Levi Drake was his son, 

is sufficient to constitute the said Levi Drake son and heir at Law of him the said William Drake and 
iconverso the said William Drake, legal Father, capable of taking a life estate in the Land of the said Levi, 

had he died before the said William without issue or lawfull Brothers or Sisters or the issue of such and 
also to have enabled the Lessors of the plaintiff to support, their title in the present case as heirs at Law 
taken by descent, the Lands which belonged to the said Levi Drake....Here is the bone of contention (viz) 
could William Drake if he was alive claiming the landed Estate of Levi be permitted to come into Court 
and prove dehors the Act of 1802 that he was the Father of the quandam Bastard, Levi Edward, | think 
he could not be heard to make such proof - and as he could not | think the Lessors claim through him 
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Supreme Court Cast #2221, continued 


cannot be permitted to do so, and if they could the bare recognizition of Levi by William as his son is 
not sufficient evidence of itself to enable the Lessors of the Plaintiff to take the Land, of Levi by descent 
they cannot recover let Judgment be entered for the Defendants. From which Judgment the Plaintiffs 
payed an appeal to the Supreme Court which was Granted they having entered into Bond and Securities 

agreeable to Law with Alexander S. Cotton, Spencer L. Hart and William D. Jenkins Securities which 
Bond accompanies this Transcript 
State of North Carolina 

Edgecombe County I Nathan Mathewson Clerk of the Superior Court of Law for the County 
aforesaid do hereby certify that the foregoing copy contained a full and complete Transcnpt of the 
Records of the suit therein named —— 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of Office —— 

Test 
N Mathewson Clk 
Case 


William Drake of the County of Edgecomb being seized in fee of the Messuage and Premises set forth 
in the declaration of Ejectment did on the 14" of February 1827 duly execute and publish his last will and 
testament in writing and therin did devise as follows "I give and bequeath to my beloved Son Levi Drake, 
the Son of Elinor Edwards deceased all my estate both real and personal to him & his heirs forever" and 


on the day of 1827 died without having altered cancelled or revoked said will. The 
said Levi upon the death of the said William entered upon the premises and was seized thereof and being 
so seized on the of died intestate without issue and without brother or sister or the issue 


of such except so far as is herein after mentioned. The said Levi was the natural child of Elinor Edwards 
a single woman A. and being bom out of wedlock have originally the name of Levi Edwards. At the 
session of the General Assembly which began on the 15" November 1802 B. the Act was passed in the 
following words viz 

(Heirs set forth the act) 
After the passing of this act the said Levi have the name of Levi Drake and was recognized by the said 
William as his Son. 

Before the passing of the act aforesaid Elinor Edwards the natural mother of the said Levi had bomme 
three other children also born out of wedlock — Delila, Elizabeth and Mary. Of these Mary died in the 
life time of Levi Drake without leaving issue: Delila is now alive and the Wife of Mills Peel one of the 
Defendants who sets up title to the premises in right of his said Wife, and Elizabeth married Henry Drake 
one of the Defendants and then died in the life time of the said Levi leaving two infant children yet alive 
and for whom their father the said Henry Drake also claims the premises. Elinor the natural mother of 
Levi Drake and of the said Delila, Elizabeth and Mary died on the of having never been 
married nor borne any other children, and leaving brothers and sisters who are yet alive. 

William Drake herein before named was never married. The lessors of the Plaintiff are his brothers 
and sisters and if Levi Drake had been bom to the said William in wedlock they would then have been 
the nearest collateral relations of the said Levi on the part of his father. 


On reverse: Den on demise of Hines Drake & others vs Fen and Henry Drake & Mills Peele - Transcript 
to Supreme Court. 12. From Edgecombe. Filed 28 Dec’ 1830. John S. Henderson CSC. Recorded. 
Source: Supreme Court Case #222]. Drake vs Drake & Pecle. Date on folder: 1830. 


HECESSESESKEEET HD 


LEVI DRAKE, division of negroes in order to allot shares to Benjamin Sharp for the children of Henry Drake and 
to Mills Peale and wife, Delilah, Dec. 26, 1833, Feb. Ct. 1834. Account of sale of a negro by Benja. Sharp in order 
to make a division between William H. Drake and George Drake, Dec. 28, 1839, Feb. Ct. 1840. 

Source: Vo). II of Estate Records of Edgecombe County, North Carolina, 1820-1850, by Joseph W. Watson. 
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Will of Catharine Garrell Peelle, submitted by Horace Peele 


Jun 17, 1812. Recorded: November 1814, County: Edgecombe, NC 
Deceased: Catharine Garrell (1730-1814) 
Father: 
Spouse(s): Jonathan Tartt (1730-1789), 
Robert Peelle, Jr. (1730-1808) 
In the name of God Amen. I, Catharine Peelle of the County of Edgecomb and state of North Carolina being in the decline of life 
and this time under infirmity of body, yet of a sound and disposing mind and memory thanks to Almighty God for the same bless- 
ing, do make and ordain this my last Will and testament, viz. 
Imprimis. My will and desire Is that all my just debts shall be paied by my Executor. 
Item. I give and bequeath to my grandson Enos Tartt Negro man named Anthony to him and his heirs forever. 
Item. My will and desire is that my two Negro men named Brister and Frank be at liberty to chose whom they may be willing to 
live with and that they may be valued by three good men whom the court of Edgecomb shall appoint for that purpose and those men 
whom they chose to live with to pay up the full valuation. If they see cause otherwise, the said Negroes shall be lend out annually 
as long as they live, to such persons as they may be willing to live with. 
Item. My will and desire, is that my two Negro men Dempsey and Sam shall be valued by three good men whom the court of 
Edgecomb shall appoint and that my grandson Enos Tartt shall take the said Negroes at the valuation and the money arising from 
the said Negroes to be equally divided btwen my grandaughter Catharine Spates and grandson Elnathan Eason. 
Item. I give and bequeath to my qrandaughter Catharine Spates my chania and its furniture also one led coulard chest also one 
iron bound trunk also one bed and furniture with calico curtains also one hundred dollars to her and her heirs forever. 
Item. I give and bequeath to my grandaughter Catharine Tartt, daughter of Enos Tartt, one bed and furniture and the curtains 
belonging to it to her and her heirs forever. 
Item. I give and bequeath to my grandaughter Margaret Phillips, daughter of Frederick Phillips, one bed and furniture together 
with a silk rug to her and her heirs forever. 
Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth Farmer Ten Shillings to her and her heirs. 
Item. I give and bequeath unto my grandson Elnathan Eason my house desk to him and his heirs. 
Item. I give and bequeath unto my grandaughter Sally Phillips one third of my pewter and riding chairs and gear to be sold and 
money arising from that to her and her heirs forever. 
Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter Martha Eason and my grandaughter Catharine Spates. All my kitchen furniture to be 
equally divided [between] them and their heirs forever. 
Item. My will and desire that my old Negro woman named Pen be at liberty to chose whom she is willing to live with and if it is 
thought that she is not able to support herself by her labor that she shall be separte out of my Estate. 
Item. I give to the said old Negro my weaving loom and (*?) also the wheels and cards she has genuinely used in my service. 
Item. I give unto my sister Mary Perce Five dollars to be had yearly as long as she shall live by my Executor. 
Item. I give and bequeath unto my nephew John Garrell one Negro woman named Ginney to him and his heirs forever. 
Item. [My] Will and desire further is that my stock of every kind whatsoever be sold at six months credit and my farming tools 
also my blacksmith tools and the money except the legece left to my sister Pearce and the support for Negro Pen to be taken out and 
the ballance to and with the money that my Negro Frank and Brister shall sell or hire for also my crop of corn either in the house or 
_ else when to be divided as follows one thousand dollars to the heirs of my grandaughter Sally Phillips the ballance if any to he di- 
vided equally amoung the heirs of my daughter Martha Eason. 
Item. I give and bequeath unto James Jones Phillips, son of Frederick Phillips one case of white bottles to him and his forever. 
Item. I give and bequeath unto Pherebey Phillips, daughter of Frederick Phillips one bleu chest to him and his heirs forever. 
And I do hereby constitute, ordain and appoint my nephew Enos Tartt, Ephraim Daniel, and Charles Coleman my whole and sole 
_ Executors of this my Last Will and Testament. 
"C" - Catharine Peelle 

Ratifying this and no other to be my Last Will and Testament. In witness whereof I the said Cathron Peelle have hereunto set my 
hand affixed my seal this 17th Day of June AD 1812. 
| "C" - Catharine Peelle 

Witnessed: Signed, Sealed, Published and Declared by the Testator to be her Last Will and Testament in presence of 
 Semuel Daniel 
- John Coleman 


Copied from the original in the NC State Archives by Horace B. Peele, edited for publication. 
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William Varnell Cemetery, submitted by Janice Sharpe 


The graveyard mentioned in William Varnell’s will is located on the 
Branch of Bynum Mill Creek near Macclesfield, NC on Hwy #124. The 
cemetery is still in use and is well kept and fenced in. 


William Ann Varnell b. 7 Feb 1857 d. 8 Nov 1948 
Jackson Varnell b. 5 Dec 1850 d. 12 Dec 1904 
William Varnell b. 27 May 1824 d. 30 Jun 1898 
Sallie Varnell b. 4 Aug 1828 d. 1 Oct 1885 
Counel W. Varnell b. 8 Nov 1884 d. 6 Jun 1908 
James Stephen Varnell b. 17 Sep 1866 d. 11 Dec 1949 
Fred Jackson Varnell 

(Bgir. US Army } b. 29 Aug 1891 d. 3 Dec 1979 
Royce Lee Varnell 

(son of Woodrow & 

Eunice Varnell ) b. 17 Aug 1953 d. 29 Mar 1972 
Woodrow Varnell b. 5 Oct 1916 d. 21 Apr 1975 
Rosa Webb Varnell b. 13 May 1905 d. 5 Mar 1988 
Joe C. Varnell b. 27 Dec 1920 d. 31 Dec 1987 
Albert Leslie Varnell b. 8 Jan 1917 d. 4 Dec 1953 
Lucy Pitt Varnell b. 30 Aug 1892 d. 18 Dec 1962 
Alex Varnel} b. 8 Nov 1886 d. 13 Aug 1958 
Robert Perry Varnell De wel eOC.C aL a7, d. 11 Mar 1969 
Bolden Connie Varnell b. 25 Dec 1879 d. 28 Apr 1952 
Bettie Calhoun Varnell b. 11 Aug 1890 d. 24 Mar 1969 
Oscar C. Varnell 
(NC SFC 8TRY A2 FIELD 
ARTY WWI & KOREA) b. 24 Dec 1920 d. 4 Oct 1969 
James W. Varnell 
CTEC 5 US ARMY ) b. 5 Oct 1916 d. 21 Apr 1975 
James Willis Varnell b. 1915 a1971 
Ronald Lee Varnell 
(son of Mr & Mrs 
L.R. Varnell ) b. 2 Sep 1938 d. 29 Oct 1938 
Leroy Varnell b. 9 Nov 1912 d. 6 Jun 1984 
Oscar B. Varnell b. 27 Aug 1890 d. 23 Aug 1959 
Ida Varnell 
(wife of 0.B.Varnell ) b. 30 Oct 1890 d 7 Feb 1922 
Leslie Fred Varnell 
(son of Mr & Mrs 
F.J.Varnell ) b. 8 Jan 1931 d. 2 Feb 1935 


There are many others buried in this cemetery with the surnames of 
Braswell, Webb, Owens, Edwards, Gardner, Summerlin, Rose, Pitt, Harrell, 
Pittman, Walston, Phillips, Vainwright, Williams and Wisdililamstonn 


Sources: Census records, marriage licenses, deeds, wills, and other 
courthouse records. 


a a Sa a ne ret 
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WCGS Minutes, May 27, 1997 | There being no further business the meeting was ad- 


Tpe'wilson County Genealogical Society met May journed. Dr. Bruce Pruitt, compiler of over fifty ab- 
27, 1997, at the Wilson County Public Library with stracts of numerous county land records, explained the 


: Soe _ | process used in filing land grant entries or claims, how 
ale president, presiding. There were 18 per they could be challenged, and how the grants or 


BF business: patents were issued. He shared examples of the docu- 

Seine social will be held June 24, 1997, at 6:00 ments citing some of the difficulties experienced by the 
PM at the Allen Thomas Farmhouse on Lamm Road. potas 
Members are asked to bring a “covered dish,” and the 
society will furnish plates, cups, utensils, ice. Deborah 
Mitchell is checking into the possibility of entertain- 
ment. 

The nominating committee will be appointed to meet 






























Sue E. Powell, Secretary 


June Quiz - Wilson County Post Offices 


Name the dates, location and postmaster of these early post of- 
fices: 
1. Hickory Grove 


in August and to present a slate of nominees in Septem- | 2. Wilbanks 
La 3. Westover 

Betsy Johnson reported that the National Genealogi- i sham 
val Society annual meeting in Valley Forge May 1997, | & oun 


was most beneficial. She showed the syllabus which 
barticipants received stating that it alone was worth the 
cost of attendance. She encouraged members to plan to 
attend the 1999 conference which will be held in Rich- 
mond, VA. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved 
is printed in the newsletter. The minutes of the board 
neeting held May 26, 1997, were read. The treasurer’s 
‘eport was given stating a beginning balance of 
54,493.41, receipts of $1,291.27, expenditures of 
51,996.71, with a closing balance of $4,493.41. 

Queries received on the home page were read. Mem- 
.eTS were encouraged to volunteer to research and an- 
swer them. As decided at the board meeting, queries 
vill be forwarded to members who have the same sur- 
lames of interest to request their assistance. 

The home page continues to attract attention, queries, 
lew members, and sales of our publications. 

New business: 

Plans are being made for a fall tour of colonial roads 
ind homesites in Wilson County. The proposed route 
vould be Hwy 42E to Macclesfield, the old stagecoach 
oad to Saratoga, then to Stantonsburg, Black Creek, 
Quaker Road to Hwy 42, and back to Wilson. Lunch 
vould be a "bring your own" picnic along the way. The 
toposed date is October 11 with an anticipated cost of 
115.00. More information will be given later. 

Betty Reason announced that Wilson Tech Commu- 
tity College will offer a Genealogy Class during sum- 
ner session which she will teach. 


May answers: 

1. Peacock's Bidge 

2. Rountree's Budge 

3. Town Creek 

4. Upper Town Creek Bridge 

5. Between Stantonsburg and Black Creek on Woodbndge Road. 
originally known as Woodard's Bridge 


Members 
New: 


Louise C. Johnson, 307 Sunset Rd, Wilson, NC 27893. 291- 
3088. Cheatham, Mann, Johns. 

Frances R. Steadman, 8802 Fieldflower Ln., Tampa, FL 
33635. 818-891-0353. Askew, Bynum, Coston, Freeman, Hall, 
Ellis, Turner (all NC). 

Henry E. & Diane Evans, 5259 Frank Price Church Rd., Wil- 
son, NC 27893. 237-5708. Evans 

Cherry Page Evans, 3959 Dean Avenue, Nashville, NC 27856. 
937-4755. Page, Moore, Webb, Skinner, Owens. 

C. Wendell Horne, 1100 Neal Pickett, College Station, TX 
77840. 409-696-7663. Horn/Horne, Womack. 

Membership as of 6/10/97 = 141 


| . 
iMiscellan 


You know that you have become a genealogist when ... 

- you brake for libraries 

- you hyperventilate at the sight of an old cemetery 

- you would rather read a census schedule than the latest 
best seller 

- you store your clothes under the bed because your closet is 
full of books and papers. 

- all of your letters begin with "Dear Cousin" 

- you think every home should have a copier 

- the local register of deeds locks the door as you approach 
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WCGS Publications Order Form 


Qty 
Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860 


(includes all six schedules; every name index; 221 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, May 1993) $25.00 


Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870 


(includes all five schedules; every name index; 390 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, March 1994) $25.00 


___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume | (244 cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) 
$25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume Il (75 cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions; 389 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) 
$25.00 

_____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume _ Ill (121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 
350 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Sue Evans Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 
1995) $25.00 

____ Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for com- 
puter genealogy programs (PAF, Brother's Keeper, Kith & 








Kin, others) of over 8500 Wilson County individuals from 
the earliest settlers, all linked by birth or marriage. $10.00 
____ Trees of Wilson. Back issues of the Newsletter from 
1/1992. Price varies with issue. We invoice then ship upon 
receipt of payment. Issues wanted? 


Wilson County Maps as listed below 

___ Historical Map: old county lines, waterways, early 
roads, towns & post offices, township boundaries. Edited 
by Sue E. Powell from a Hugh Johnston map. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #1. N-S, Virginia line to Tar- 
boro, W-E, Whitakers to Murfreesboro. Geographic details, 
extensive names of residents. From NC Archives. $6.00 
___ Confederate Field Map #2. Continuation of #1 above, 
S. to Neuse River, W-E, Wilmington/Weldon RR to Wash- 
ington, NC. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #3. Enlarged portion of part of 
area covered by #2 above, similar details but other resi- 
dents named. Includes Black Creek, Stantonsburg, 
Saratoga, Nahunta, Pikeville, Speight's Bridge. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #4. Continuation of map #3 
above S. to Neuse River, includes Goldsboro. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, 1872. block by block details by E. B. 
Mayo, redrawn by F. T. Green & Assoc. $5.00 

___ Town of Wilson, 1882. Block by block details by 
Gray.$5.00 





Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $2.50. Shipping costs for maps is $2.50 for 1-4 items. Add 6% sales tax for 


NC residents. Total of items ordered . Shipping 


Sales Tax Total Enclosed 


Advance Publications Reservation: () Reserve a copy of Cemeteries IV (pub. date late 1997)0| Reserve a copy of Cemeteries V 
(pub. date 1998). Do not send money now. You will be invoiced upon publication, shipment will follow receipt of payment. 
WCGS Membership: 0 Enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $15 individual / $20 family membership. 


Name 
Postal Address 
Surnames of Interest: 


Email Adress 
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Telephone 


Interested in volunteer assistance with WCGS: 0 Hugh Johnston Project 0 Wilson 
County Cemeteries Project 0 Library Genealogy Assistance 0 Answering queries 1) Other 
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Welcome to the 3-H club (heat, haze 
and humidity). Never is there a better 
time to camp out in a cool library and 
take your time searching for that elusive 
ancestor. 

Speaking of which, we continue to get 

_ ;_] queries from folks all 
President's around that want 
Message some help with the 

mystery people. We 
note that the Genealogy Room at the 
library is consistently drawing a good 
crowd. Our query file is thicker than 
ever, and the web page is busy. 
However, there is a big problem. We 
don't have help to answer queries. Past 
requests have been met with excuses 
that "I'm too busy with my own 
research," "I'm not from around here," 
"I don't know enough to be able to 
help," or "I don't have time." 

Please! Climb on your white horse 
and come to the rescue. There is a lot of 
Satisfaction in answering queries and a 
terrific learning experience. You 
already know more than most inquirers. 

Now is the time to help. We're waiting 
for your call. 


Henry Powell 
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Highlights of This Issue 

















And a good time was had by all ... at the 
annual social in June. The food and fel- 
lowship were special indeed. 


September 23 Meeting. 





To kick off our 1997-98 year, the pro- 
gram committee has chosen to have an- 
other evening for members to share family 
artifacts and rememberances. 

Past programs have brought forth to- 
bacco twine antimacassers, granny's wed- 
ding nightgown, aunty's best black dress 
and bonnet, and numerous photographs 
along with priceless objects fortunately 
saved from lives of many years ago. 

Bring along whatever you fancy. This is 
always a popular program. 


Johnston Trustees Give OK 


Henry and Sue Powell met with the 


Trustees of the Hugh B. Johnston Estate in 


May to discuss progress with the preserva- 
tion of Mr. Johnston's working papers. 
Discussions also included the several 
seemingly unpublished manuscripts that 
were found among the papers. 

In late June we received notice that the 
Trustees had given permission for WCGS 
to publish these manuscripts, with the pro- 
ceeds to be used for completing the copy- 
ing of the working papers. 

The first manuscript, They Moved Away 
- North Carolinians Who Left was edited 
and indexed by Grace Turner and will be 
released in the fall. More later. 


|combe County 
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Colonial roads and early 
homesteads of Lower Edge- 


Mark your calendar for Saturday, Octo- 
ber 11 for this narrated bus tour through 
the part of Wilson County once known as 
lower Edgecombe. 

Unlike fine home tours conducted by 
other local groups, this WCGS tour will 
focus on the everyday settlers of the 18th 
century and where they lived. 

We will follow the stagecoach road that 
ran from Tarboro through Stantonsburg 
and on to the area of Black Creek. From 
there we will follow the western boundary 
of old Edgecome along Quaker and 
Lamm , Wilson Christian, Airport and 
Lake Wilson Roads to British (London 
Church) Road. 

We won't be able to identify every plot 
of land along the way, but that would be a 
challenging project for anyone. However, 
we have been able to pinpoint many early 
homesites where we will pause for a few 
words and a time for photos if you wish. 

Betty Reason, faithful WCGS member 
and President of the Edgecombe Ge- 
nealogical Society, will travel with us to 
narrate the first part of the tour through 
the area along the Stagecoach Road that 
she knows better than anyone. Her knowl- 
edge is amazing and seemingly endless. 

We will visit the Stantonsburg grave of 
the early pioneer, James Stanton, after 
viewing his homesite on Peacock's Bridge 
Road. 

We will pause for an indoor picnic 
along the way. Bring your own bag lunch 
or order one through us, and we will pro- 
vide the beverages. 

The tour departs from the Wilson 
County Library at 10 AM and will return 
at about 4 PM. Reservations may be made 
by sending $15 to WCGS. Don't delay as 
many seats are already taken. 


nn cE, me 
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This newsletter is published by the Wilson County Ge- 

nealogical Society, P.O. Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894- 

0802. Telephone 919-237-1250. Internet (GenWeb): 
http://www.txdirect.net/~hpeele/wilson. htm. 

Trees is published monthly except for December and 
July. An annual index is published as part of the 
March issue. Membership is for a calendar year and 
includes a subscription to the ten issues published each 
year or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. The annual individual membership fee is 
$15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the members 
of WCGS are accepted for publication at the discretion 
of the Editors and should pertain to families with con- 
nections in Wilson County and its neighboring and 
parent counties. 

Queries are accepted and printed only from WCGS 
members. Queries should include full name(s), dates 
and geographic location, if known, of the person(s) for 
whom you seek information. 

Officers: 

President: Henry Powell 

Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 

Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 

Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese Ferrell, Katye 

Alford 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue Powell 

Regular Contributors: Grace Turner, Albert Page, 

Horace Peele, Janice Sharpe 
Committees: 

Library Services Coordinator: Joan Howell 

Library Assistants: Joan Howell, 

Janice Sharpe 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Wilson County Genealogical Maps: Sue Powell 

Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 

Bible Records: Paul Darden 

Internet Queries: Terri Menzel 

Programs: Deborah Mitchell, Carol Forbes, Mary 

Helen Schaubhuth 

Please send address, name or information changes to 
WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894. 

The Newsletter is mailed with first-class postage to 
subscribers of record at the date of mailing. 








June , 1997 Family Connections 


Genealogical Society meetings: 
The Wilson County Genealogical 
Society meets on the fourth Tues- 
day of each month (except July, 
August and December) at 7 p.m 
in the mecting room of the Wilson 
County Public Library. Mem- 
bership is open to anyone inter- 
ested in family history, and each 
meeting features a program on 
some aspect of local farnilies. 

The next meeting of WCGS will 
be a social gathering on Tuesday, 
June 24, at 6 p.m. The program 
will feature local cuisine, and folk 
music by Kermit Bass. The gath- 
ering is open to all members; the 
location will be announced in the 
members’ newsletter. 

Researching your own family: 
We can help with inquiries and of- 
fer assistance in the Genealogy 
Room at the public library on 
Tuesday and Thursday after- 
noons. Write to WCGS at P.O. Box 
802, Wilson, N.C., 27894 or call 
237-1250 after 6 p.m. with questions 
which will be answered in this 
column. 

Wilson County gencalogy books: 
WCGS has published several 
books of interest to anyone work- 
ing on local family history. The 
books include the Wilson County 
Censuses of 1860 and of 1870 and 
three volumes of cemetery 
surveys which cover numerous 
rural family plots along with 
larger community cemeteries in- 
cluding Evergreen Memorial. 
Maplewood Cemetery will be in- 
cluded in volume four currently in 
preparation. Please call or write 
for a publications list and order 
form if interested. Copies of these 
books are also available for use in 
the Genealogy Room at the Wilson 
County Public Library and may be 
purchased at the circulation desk 
there. 

Yamily history tour: WCGS 
conducts family heritage tours to 
locations of interest to Wilson 
County family historians. The next 
tour is scheduled for Saturday, 
Oct. 11 and will feature Colonial- 
era roads and early family 
homesites in southern Wilson 
County. Please call 237-1250 for 
details. 

Question: I am very interested 
in learning more about our Welsh 
ancestors. We are part of the 
Davis *>-anch that originated In 
Waies ss Davies and settled in this 
area. Could you please tell us 
more about them? Specifically, 
what part of Wales did they live 
in? Who was the progenitor of the 
family in this area? 

MRJ, 
Wilson County 


Answer: Wales was settled by 
Celtic clans about 300-200 B.C. and 
brought with them their native 
religion with Druid priests and 
spirit deities. After the Roman in- 
vasion of Britain in the first cen- 
tury A.D., Christian missionaries 
came to Britain and gradually in- 
troduced this new faith. They real- 
ized that just casting out the 
Druids and abolishing the spirits 
wus not sufficient, so they 
substituted Christian Saints to 


replace the Celtic icons. 

One of the most popular was St. 
David, patterned ufier the Old 
Testament lad superimposed upon 





a local hero. St. David was a b 
hit and quickly became part of t) 
Welsh culture. There is a town f 
him, complete with cathedral a 
burial site. The name becan 
popular for boys. There were 

surnames or last names in u 
prior to about the 1500s, so to ave 
confusion, a child would take If 
or her father’s given name as 
surname. John, son of Williar 
became known as John William 
If John had a son named David, | 
was known as David Johns/Jone 
and David’s son Evan was call 
Evan Davids/Davis/Davis. Eve 
tually surnames were stan 
ardized, and by 1800, most peor 
had adopted a surname th 
passed unchanged to their ch 
dren. 

To answer your question 
almost impossible as the Dav 
surname was among the mo 
common in Wales (over 7 perce 
of the population). Hlowever, U 
name seems to be centered 
southwest Wales, and a guess 
Carmarthen or Cardigan would | 
close as 22 percent of the peop 
there are named Davis. Jones 
the most common surname 
Wales, followed by Williams, th 
Davis and Evans. 

Our local Davis family possib 
began with a Capt. James Davis 
Bristol (across the Severn Riv 
from Wales) who was in the thi 
company of men to arrive 
Jamestown in 1609. Others on ft! 
ship Virginia included a Robe 
Davis and a John Davis, bo 
thought to be from Wales. T1 
men were stationed at Old Poi 
Camfort (now Hampton). Jam 
Davis died by 1624 in Henrik 
(near present Richmond), leavir 
his wife and son, Maj. Tham 
Davis (1613-1683) who settled | 
Nansemond County at Chuckatuc 
and fathered James, Thomas ar 
an unnamed daughter. 

Another John Davis arrived 
Virginia in 1623 and appears to! 
a relative of Capt. James Davi 
John settled in Henrico, nez 
James. John’s son, John, had a 
rived in 1618, before his fathe 
and settled Hog Island in Surre 
County. The second John’s s0! 
also a John, married Mary Gree 
and they had eight childre 
(Samuel, Thomas, John, Sara! 
Elizabeth, William, Mary an 
Prudence). 

In the years which followet 
various members of this fami 
filtered into North Carolina, an 
Thomas appears to have founded 
distinct line in Granville County 
while John’s line eventually cam 
to Edgecombe, Nash and neark 
counties. The numerous othe 
Davis immigrants named in ear! 
records likely contributed of 
spring to the North Carolin 
migration, and the entire pictul 
is somewhat confusing. 

By 1800 there were numerot 
Davises in Nash County with Joh: 
James and Thomas being con 
mon names in the Old Fiele 
Township area which became pa 
of Wilson County in 1855. We Pr 
ported on this family in the Augu: 
1996 column along with anothe 
Davis line from Warren/Granvil 
County, which came here later. 

—Report prepared by Ilenr 
and Sue Powell. 
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Genealogical Sociely Meetings: 
The Wilson County Genealogical 
Society meets on the fourth Tues- 
day of each month (except July, 
August and December) at 7 p.m. 
in the meeting room of the Wilson 
County Public Library. Mem- 
bership is open to anyone inter- 
ested in family history, and each 
meeting features a program on 
some aspect of local families. 

The next meeting of WCGS will 
be on Tuesday, Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. 
The program will be announced in 
this column later. 


Researching Your Own Family: 
We can help with inquiries and of- 
fer assistance in the Genealogy 
Room at the library on Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons. Write to 
WCGS at P.O. Box 802, Wilson, 
N.C. 27894 or call 237-1250 after 6 
p.m. with questions which will be 
answered in this column. 


Wilson County Genealogy 
Books: WCGS has published sev- 
eral books of interest to anyone 
working on local family history. 
The books include the Wilson 
County Censuses of 1860 and of 
1870 and three volumes of ceme- 
tery surveys which cover 


numerous rural family plots along . 


with larger community cemeter- 
ies including Evergreen Memori- 
al. Maplewood Cemetery will be 
included in volume four currently 
in preparation. Please call or 
write for a publications list and 
order form if interesicd. Copies of 
these books are also available for 
use in the Genealogy Room at the 
Wilson County Public Library and 
may be purchased at the circula- 
tion desk there. 

Family History Tour: WCGS 
conducts family heritage tours to 
locations of interest to Wilson 
County family historians. The next 
tour is scheduled for Saturday, 
Oct. 11, and will feature Colonial- 
era roads and carly home sites in 
southern Wilson County. Please 
call 237-1250 for details. 

Qucetlon: Many people read the 
Benealogy column to find out if 
they have ancestors who served in 
the Revolutionary War or in the 
Civil War. Here are some names 
of Revolutionary era possibilities. 
Hardy ~ >sykin (1760-1932), John 
Ferrel] (1745-?), Isaac Thomas 
Lamm 1734-7), Abraham Win- 
bourn (7?-1838). I would like to 
know whether they served? 

MEB, 
Wilson 


Answer: These local residents 
may have served as local! militia 
in the Revolutionary War, how- 
ever, records are sparse on that 
subject. 

Very few people could read or 
write so it is unlikely to find any 
lists made during thai period. We 
have to work from court records 
(deeds and wills) and government 
records (mostly land records and 
some military pension records). 

The late Hugh B. Johnston con- 


sidered this to be one of his 
favorite topics, and we have found 
a list among his records of those 
whom he identified as having 
Revolutionary military service. 
This list was prepared from pen 
sion applications in the Halifax 
Military District, which included 
Edgecombe and Nash Counties 
(Wilson County was established in 
1855). 


Hie listed Britain Barnes, 
Thomas Dixon, Benjamin 
Amason, Isaac Farmer, Cornelius 
Jordan, Joseph Simms, James 
Stanton and Jonathan Tart from 
the Comptrollers Accounts of May 
1783. 

The Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) has extensive 
records of Revolutionary service. 
Their headquarters, in Washing- 
ton, D.C., has an extensive library 
and is open Monday through Fri- 
duy and Sunday afternoon with a 
nominal charge for usazve. they 
offer a research service by mail. 
Please write or call for informa- 
tion: 1776 D. St. NW, Washington, 
DC 20006-5392. Call 202-879-3229. 
The DAR publishes a ‘‘Patriot’s 
Index’’ with the names of all 
known to have provided services 
to the new nation. There is a local 
DAR group. 


Anyone interested in greater 
depth on the American Revolution 
might consult the David Library of 
the American Revolution, 1.0. 
Box 748, Washington Crossing, 
Pa., 18977. Tel: 215-493-6776. This 
library is particularly strony in 
materials from British sources not 
otherwise available in the U.S., 
including loyalists’ claims. 


It is important to remember 
that patriotism was very impor- 
tant in 1776, and not always for the 
new republic. Many citizens re 
tained their loyalty to Britain and 
opposed the revolution. Much of 
the local militia action involved 
disputes between the two factions. 

Qur Old Field Township area is 
reputed to be named fur the old 
field in which the local militia 
trained at that time, and it is there 
that one might associate some of 
the names supplied by our reader 
as most were resident in that area. 

Local militia groups may have 
been behind most war damage in 
our area, such as the burning of 
Tory Mill, also known as Shall 
ington’s Mill. The one recorded 
Revolutionary conflict in our area 
occurred near Black Creek as 
General Cornwailis’ troops 
marched north along present. «day 
Frank Price Church Road (the old 
state read from Fayetteville to 
Norfotk) on their way to 
Yorktown. We don’t really know 
what happened, but exisling re 
ports suggest that some locals 
might have thrown a few dirt cloads 
at the red coats. Perhaps it was 
our local militia in action, without 
equipment to do more serious 
damage. 


* Taylor. Everett TAYLOR, thought to have been a judge in Lit- 
tleton, NC in early 1900s. His mother may have been Elizabeth 
(Lizzie) Taylor, born abt 1818. Elizabeth had a daughter Mary 
Ann, born 20 Sep 1833, died 22 Jan 1917 in Wilson Co. Mary 
Ann married James Andrew Davis in Nash Co.4 Jan 1853. Her 
death certificate states mother as Lizzie Taylor. Oral report from 
an elderly Davis family member ties Everett to Lizzie, making 
him a brother of Mary Ann. Need information to confirm this. 
Vickie Norris, 3605 Spruce Ave, Colonial Heights, VA 23834- 
1331. <norris@erols.com> 

* Ricks, Taylor, Deans, Griffin (more info please) 

(1) Tekiel A. RICKS married 1st Sarah Daniel TAYLOR 1870, 
2nd Mollie DENTON 1895, possibly a third time. Had six or 
more children including Bertha and Richard from Ist marriage, 
Gertrude, others from 2nd marriage. Tekiel died early 1900s. 
May have been a miller at Wiggin's Mill. 

(2) Susan A. DEANS m. Henry TAYLOR in Nash Co. 1839. She 
lived and died in Taylor's twnshp in Wilson Co., will probated 
Sep 1902. She had at least two children, Danah Daniel Taylor 
and Henry Taylor. G-daughters Bertha Ricks Griffin and Minnie 
Taylor. G-g-daughter Arabel Ricks. 

(3) James, Presley and Larry GRIFFIN were children of Susan 
Griffin who d. Wilson Co. 1901. They were g-sons of Milbry 
(Melbie) Grifin. All were related to Abijah, Luden, Maryland, 
James, John, George, Kearney and S. Earl Griffin. Susan was not 
married and father of her children unknown. 

Frances Griffin, 1313 Butts Station Rd., Chesapeaks, VA 23320. 
Dempsey Barnes. Want proof that Dempsey Barnes (1744-1807) 
of Edgecombe Co., NC was married to Sarah Dew, daughter of 
John Dew III. $100 reward for proof. J. R. Boykin III, PO Box 
7440, Wilson, NC 27895. 919-237-1700 

Morgan. Seeking parents, birth place and spouse of John Morgan 
who was "of Edgecombe County, NC" in 1801 land records. 
Found in 1810 Edgecombe Census (not in 1800) with 3 males 10- 
45, 2 females 10-45. One James Morgan was in Edgecombe by 
1754, will 4 Nov 1774 in Elizabeth Parish, will probated ca 1782 
in Nash Co; wife Elizabeth, sons Joh, James, Hardy & Stone, 
daughter Bette Ceale Morgan; wit. C.W. Moore, John Finch, 
Mary Keff (?). Was John Morgan (Edgecombe 1801-1830) of this 
family? Reward for documentary proof. Lucille M. Reeves, Rt 3, 
Box 358, Macon, MS 39341 


Announcements 


North Carolina Genealogical Society Annual Meeting and 
Workshop, November 7 & 8, Raleigh. Subject: North Carolina 
Courts and Court Records. Registration $50 / $55 non-member. 
Lunch included. NCGS, PO Box 1492, Raleigh, NC 27602 
Sand in your Shoes from Tick Bite. Lenore Smith, 1997. $10. 
(919-243-5782) This charming little book by WCGS board mem- 
ber Smith gives a sensitive and insightful look at eastern NC 
farm life earlier in this century. You'll have sand in your shoes 
too after experiencing family life with Lenore in the farming 
community of Tick Bite. This book is a fine way to record her 
family history and show off good writing skills too. 


——————— — a 
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Letter from Reuben Owens to John Owens, submitted by Harry White 
(Reuben was 71 at the time of writing, and lived in Saratoga) 





JUNE 25 DAY 1862 
SOUTH CAROLINA GREENVILLE DIST 


MY DEAR BROTHER AND FAMILY IT HAVE THIS DAY SAT DOWN WITH PEN AND PAPER TO TRY 
TO GET A HEARING FROM YOU THE LAST LETTER I GOT FROM YOU WAS DATED THE 17 DAY 
OF OCTOBER 1860 I WROTE BACK AMEDIATELY TO YOU BUT NEVER GOT NO ANSWER YET, 
AND NOW IT WRITE HASTLEY BUT IT WILL TRY FOR I DO WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU VERY 
BAD 1 DO HOPE IF THERE ANY OF YOU ALIVE AND AT HOME WHEN THIS COMES TO HAND 
THAT YOU WILL TRY TO GIVE ME A LETTER WITHOUT DELAY DONT LET ANY MAIL DAY PASS 
IF yOu CAN HELP IT JOHN YOU ARE PAST AGE TO GO IN THE ARMY YOU ARE 51 YEARS OLD 
BUT I EXPECT ALL UNDER 35 IS GONE IT IS SO HERE MY DEAR BROTHER OUR COUNTRY IS 
RUINED I AM SORRY IT IS SO WE ARE ALL IN BAD FIX I DO WANT YOU AS SOON AS THIS 
COMES TO HAND IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO LET ME HEAR FROM YOU T WILL NOW TELL you 
SOMETHING ABOUT MY SITUATION T HAVE THE SORROWFULL NEWS TO TELL yOu THAT T AM 
ENTIRELY STRIPT OF ANY FAMILY I AM LEFT BY MYSELF ALOAN MY WIFE DIED THLE 23 
DAY OF MARCH AND MY BOYS TS ALL GONE IN THE ARMY DOWN ABOUT CHARLESTON THEY 
WERE IN A BATTLE A FEW DAYS AGO DOWN AT JAMES ISLAND BUT COME OUT SAFE THAT TIME 
THESE ARE THE DAYS OF TROUBLE THE WORLD IS IN A SOLLID RUMER, NOW I WILL TELL 
YOU SOMETHING ABOUT OUR CROPS OUR WHEAT CROPS IS RUINED BY THE WET WEATHER I 
DONT EXPECT THERE WILL BE MORE THAN SEED MADE TF THAT OUR CORN LOOKS FOLLERABLE 
WELL NOW BUT IS LOW CORN IS SELLING AT A DOLLAR A BUSHEL WHEAT THERE IS NONE TO 
SELL AS I NO OF BACON FROM 25 TO 35 CTS A POUND EVERY THING THATS TO EAT IS 
HIGH CHICKENS FROM 25 TO 50 COFFEE ONE DOLLAR A POUND SUGAR 25 CTS MOLLASES 
$1.50 GALLON IT KEEPS MONEY IN CIRCULATION THE TIMES WILL BE HARD TI DONT THINK 
THERE IS PEOPLE LEFT AT HOME TO MAKE SUPPORT WE CANT TELL WHAT WILL BE MY DEAR 
BROTHER JOUN WILL YOU EVER SEE THIS LETTER WHERE ARE You TODAY, IT HAVE BEEN 
LEFT THERE 4) YEARS AND YET [ALAS] I HAVE THOUGHT FOR YEARS I WOOD COME AND SEE 
yOU ALL I KEPT THINKING WHEN I GOT MY FAMILY IN SUSH FIX THAT I COULD LEAVE 
THEM T WOULD COME AND SEE YOU ALL AND THE TIME HAS RACED OFF TILL NOW IT SEEMD 
LIKE I COULD NOT LEAVE THEM AND NOW THEY HAVE LEFT ME AND NOW I HAVE GOT VERY 
OLD AND OUR COUNTRY IS BUSTED UP SO IT DONT NO WHETHER 1T WOOD BE SAFE FOR ME TO 
UNDERTAKE IT OR NOT IF IT WAS TO COME IT SHOULD AIM TO COME IN MY PEVLING WAGGON 
AND GO THROUGH AND AMONG MY KIN AND ACQUAINTANCE TO SEE THEM ALL AND NOW I HAVE 
GOT NO FAMILY I SHOULD TAKE MY TIME FOR IT 1 HOPE TT WONT BE LONG BEFORE I SHALL 
GET TO HEAR FROM YOU IT HOPE THERES SOME OF YOU LEFT SO SOME OF YOU CAN WRITE TO 
ME AND LET ME HEAR WHAT TIMES YOU HAVE GOT THERE AND YOUR CROPS IS THIS YEAR 
AND HOW MANY OF YOU THERE IS ALIVE YET, I EXPECT NEWIT AND HILLIARD IS BOUTH 
IN THE ARMY TI LIVE A LOANSOME LIFE IT HAD AS LIVE TRAVEL AS NOT I HAVE BROKE UP 
HOUSEKEEPING I LIVE WITH MY DAUGHTER MARY BUTTLER IT WILL NOW TELL YOU THAT 
HOWELS WIFE IS DEAD AND HE GOT MARRIED AGAIN AND WENT OFF IN VIRGINIA WITH THE 
ARMY ABOUT 12 MONTHS AGO. T DONT NO WHETHER HE IS A LIVE VET OR NOT 

BE SURE WRITE SOON 
SO NO MORE AT PRESENT BUT REMAINING YOUR BROTHER UNTIL DEATH 

REUBEN OWENS 





A portion of the original letter .. “~~~ Ys oe Nai ashhte 
pavers “tit SF See ON TAs ch aos” GR > 
Ts fu yee tm we oe ae Go ee EE Naw, Siu FA, 
ses be 
harp « exes Bop PEs. eee so) i 25 ae OK ere Ae Ne es: 
nce ss gait ea oad ee Frass- ooowy. DD “st chen yo Atg Ze Gale, Bee gis 
- e-em oI wig 
Pb gee moots. be a han Sie Bie Lh aie EA ata 1 gate Soe a = he 
ta CA or ° oe Mie area las ninety a waa i eee Vapienes watts 
Ee Pa ee fae ae SOREN ns Sea aay ; yee 
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Ejectment « Court of Pleas. Submitted by Grace Turner 


State of North Carolina Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions 
Wilson County January Term A D 1856 


Richard Roe was attached to answer John Doe of a plea wherefore he, the said Richard Roe, with force 
& arms, entered into one messuage & tract of Land containing five Hundred acres, situate in the County 
of Wilson aforesaid & bounded as follows, to wit: by the lands of James S. Barnes, Eli Robbins & others, 
lying on Poplar Branch known as the Polly Barnes tract of land, which William Dixon & wife Penina 
Dixon, Jesse Dixon & wife Elizabeth Dixon & Mary Bares had jointly demised to the said John Doe, 
for a term which is not yet expired & ejected him from his said farm. And also wherefore the said 
Richard Roe, with force & arms entered into an undivided sixth part of one other messuage & tract of 
land containing five hundred acres, situate in the County of Wilson aforesaid & bounded as follows to 
wit by the lands of James S. Barnes, Eli Robbins & others lying on Poplar Branch known as the Polly 
Barnes tract of land, which William Dixon & wife Penina Dixon had demised to the said John Doe, for 
a term which is not yet expired & ejected him from his said farm. And also wherefore the said Richard 
Roe, with force & arms entered into one other undivided sixth part of said messuage & tract of Land 
which Jesse Dixon & wife Elizabeth Dixon had demised to the said John Doe for a term which is not yet 
expired, and ejected him from his said farm. And also wherefore the said Richard Roe, with force & arms 
entered into one other undivided sixth part of said messuage & tract of Land, which Mary Bares had 
demised to the said John Doe for a term which is not yet expired & ejected him from his said farm & 
other wrongs &c. And thereupon the said John Doe complains, that whereas the said William Dixon & 
wife Penina Dixon, Jesse Dixon & wife Elizabeth Dixon & Mary Barnes on the first day of July A D 
1855 had demised to the said John Doe the said messuage & tract of land, first above mentioned, to have 
& to hold the same to the said John Doe & his assigns, from thenceforth, for and during & unto the full 
end & term of twenty one years, thence next ensuing. And also that whereas the said William Dixon & 
wife Penina Dixon, on the said first day of July in the year 1855 had demised to the said John Doe & his 
assigns, the said undivided sixth part of the said tenement, secondly above mentioned, to have & to hold 
the same to the said John Doe & his assigns, from thenceforth, for & during & unto the full end & term 
of twenty one years thence next ensuing. And also that whereas the said Jesse Dixon & wife Elizabeth 
Dixon, on the said first day of July A D 1855 had demised to the said John Doe, the said undivided sixth 
part of the said tenement, thirdly above mentioned, to have & to hold the same to the said John Doe & 
his assigns from thenceforth for & during & until full end & term of twenty one years thence next 
ensuing. And also that whereas the said Mary Bares, on the said first day of July A D 1855 had demised 
to the said John Doe, the said undivided sixth part of the said tenement, fourthly above mentioned, to have 
& to hold the same to the said John Doe & his assigns from thenceforth for & during & unto the full end 
& term of twenty one years thence next ensuing. By virtue of which said several demises, the said John 
Doe entered into the said tenement, first above mentioned, & into the said three undivided sixth parts of 
the said other tenement, afterwards mentioned & became & was possessed thereof for the said several 
terms so to him thereof respectively granted as aforesaid. And the said John Doe, being so thereof 
possessed, the said Richard Roe, afterwards to wit on the second day of July, in the year aforesaid, with 
force & arms entered into the said tenement first above mentioned & into the said three undivded sixth 
parts of the said other tenement afterwards mentioned, in which the said John Doe was so interested, in 
manner & for the several terms aforesaid, which are not yeat expired & ejected the said John Doe from 
his said several farms, and other wrongs to the said John Doe then & there did, against the peace of the 
State. Wherefore the said John Doe saith, that he is injured & hath sustained damage to the value of Two 
Hundred Dollars & therefore he brings his suit &c 
To James Bares 

Sir: I am informed that you are in possession of or claim title to the premises 

mentioned in the above declaration of ejectment, or some part thereof, and | being sued in this action as 


I 
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Ejectment, Court of Pleas, continued 


Mede Williford's Estate Record 
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a casual ejector and having no claim to the same, do advise you to appear at the Court of Pleas & Quarter 
Sessions of Wilson County, at the term to be held at the Court House in Wilson on the 4" Monday of 
April next, by some Attorney of that Court, then & there to cause yourself to be made defendant in my 
stead, otherwise I shall suffer judgment to be entered against me & you will be tured out of possession. 
Your Loving fnend 
Richard Roe 

On reverse: William Dixon & others vs James Barnes. Ejectment. To April Term A D 1856. Service 
accepted by defendant. Bndgers & Howard. 

Source: Wilson County, North Carolina Miscellaneous Land Records, 1856-1962. Agreements- 
Ejectments. C. R. 105.408.1. Ejectment Folder, 1856. 


MEDE WILLIFORD'S ESTATE RECORD 


North Carolina 
Wilson County In the Superior Court. 


Jordan C. Winstead, Moses Dew & wife Mede Dew, Daniel S. Chrenshaw & wife Margarett, and Jordan 
C. Winstead in right of his wife now deceased and as guardian and next friend of her Children, Jane 
Millen (Mullen?) wife of D. D. Millen, William Winstead, Mary Clyde Winstead, Addie Winstead, Joseph 
R. Winstead and Lena Winstead. 

Ex Parte 
1. The petitioners above named respectfully represent that they are tenants in Common of that piece 
parcel or tract of land lying and being in Toisnot Township adjoining the lands of John Flowers, John 
Albert Farmer, Willie Farmer, W. T. Taylor and others containing one Hundred and sixteen acres more 
or less. 
2. That said lands descended to the children of Mede Williford at his death to wit Mary Eliza Winstead 
wife of Jordan Winstead, Martha West, Jane Barnes, Margarett Chrenshaw and Mede Dew in the 
proportion of One fifth to each subject to the dower of E. J. Williford. 
3. That Jordan C. Winstead purchased the shares of Martha West and Jane Barns and has their deeds for 
the same and on the death of his wife he the said Jordan C. became entitled to a life estate in his said 
wifes share as tenant by the Courtesy. That Mede Dew is entitled to 1/5, and M. Chrenshaw wife of D. 
S. Chrenshaw is entitled to 1/5. 
4. That the Children of Mary Eliza Winstead are entitled the the remainder after the life Estate of their 
father Jordan C. Winstead. 
5. That such is the nature of these lands that actual partition cannot be made without injury to some of 
the parties interested who are desirous of having their shares in severalty. 

They therefore ask for an order appointing some suitable person as a Commissioner of this Court 
empowered to sell the said lands on such terms as to the Court may seem meet and to make partition of 
proceeds among the parties interested according to their several interests. 

And as in duty Bound &c 
G. W. Blount Atty 
for Petitioners 


Source: Wilson County, North Carolina Estates Records, 1854-1952, Elizabeth Williford-Winton. C. R. 
105.508.62. Mede Williford's Estate, 1855. More in folder. 
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Petition for Emancipation of a Slave. Submitted by Grace Turner 


To the Honourable the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina 

The Petition of Richard Warren of Johnston County Humbly complaining shewcth unto 
your honours, that he is in possission of a negro woman named Lettice bom his slave, that he has had the 
misfortune a few years ago to loosc his wife, that being far Advanced in old age and his children all 
having left him, he found himself, incapable of attending to hts business he was therefore under the 
necessity of Placing the management of his household concerns in the hands of the aforesaid Negro 
woman Lettice, belicving her to bc the most faithful of his Black people, hc found her faithfull active and 
Honest he has Therefore for years past intrusted her with his keys and business to hcr management In 
proportion as he gets older & more Impotent and has found her in every respect so immencely useful to 
him that he cannot in equity and good Conscience, dic without leaving and making her some generous 
compensation, and considering well the sweets of liberty wishes to do so by freeing hcr the said Lettice 
and her two children, Nancy & Meriah from the bonds of slavery, he therefore p(r)ays your Honourable 
body to pass an Act of your General Assembly to set aside the bonds of slavery as they they relate to s* 
Lettice and her children Nancy & Meriah and fully & freely & absolutely to emancipate and set free the 
aforesaid negro Lettice and her Increase as aforcs® and grant him such other relicf as you in your wisdom 
may think proper and your Petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray 

Richard Warren 

A Bill to Emancipate a Negro Woman by the name of Lettice and her two children Nancy & Mana, now 
the property of Richard Warren of Johnston county. 
Whereas it appears to this General Assembly that a Negroe Woman known by the name of Lettice now 
the property of Richard Warren of Johnston County, hath been cmminently usefull to hcr said Master in 
the years of his age and impotency, and he being desirous to make her some Compensation for her 
Services as aforsaid. 
Be it the'fore Enacted by the Gencral Assembly of the State of North Carolina, and it is herby Enacted 
by the Authority of the same, that the said Negroc Woman Lettice & her two Children Nancy & Mania, 
are herby & theraftcr fully, freely and absolutely Emancipated and set free from the bonds of Slavery in 
as full and Ample a manner as if they had never been Slaves 
And be it further Enactd by the Authority aforsaid that Lettice, Nancy & Maria aforsaid, are herby set free 
and placed on the usual footing of free persons of Colour in this State 


On reverse: rejected 1806. A Bill to Emancipate a Negro Woman Lettice & her two children Nancy & 
Mania. In House of Commons 3 Dec’ 1806 read & rejected by Order. J. Hunt C. H.C. 
Source: Gencral Assembly Session Records. November-December 1806. House Bills (Dec. 3). Box 1. 


Revolutionary War Items from the files of Hugh B. Johnston, Jr. 


* On December 22, 1779, the Edgecombe Troops of Captain Frederick Bell, Lieutenant John Batts, and Ensign Shadrach Scar- 
burgh contained forty-six privates including John Pender, Josiah Pender, Micajah Petway, Samuel Bridgers, and Lewis Todd, some 
of whom may be identified with the present Wilson County area. (N. C. Archives, Mil. Tr. 3-38) 2. 

-* On March 26, 1780, “the Edgecomb company of Militia” at Kingston (Kinston) under Captain Benjamin Phillips contained about 
thirty-six names including Nathaniel Cocker, Amos Johnston (Thomas Gogardy “a substitute in his Room’), Obed Eason 
“Discharged,” Asa Daniel, Jn.° Bullock, Delijah Daniel, John Robbins, and Isaac Farmer “not appeard.” (Mil. Tr. 6-5) . 

_¢ The “List of the drafts & Substitutes from Edgecombe County Received by Major Thomas Hogg Auguat 1” 1782,” contained 
twenty-nine names and made reference to the Companies of Phillips, Scarbrough, Spears, Horn, Howard, Bell, Bloodworth, Wil- 
son, and Thomas. The last was undoubedly Theophilus Thomas who was not long afterward elevated to the rank of Major of the 
Edgecombe County Militia and was a prominent citizen of the present Saratoga area of Wilson County. (Mil. Tr. 6-31) 


‘Items from the War of 1812 from the files of Hugh B. Johnston, Jr. é 
* Martin B. Horn, No. 52, from the First Edgecombe County Regiment detached by Act of Congress on April 10, 1812 (Muster of 


‘the Soldiers of The War of 1812, Raleigh, NC 1851, p.89) . 
'* Ithiel Eason, No. 11, 3rd Corporal, Second Company detached from the Edgecombe County Regiment by Act of Congress on 


| April 10, 1812. (Muster Rolls of the Soldiers of the War of 1812, Raleigh, NC, 1850, p.64) 
* Haman Mann, No. 59, Second Company detached from the Edgecombe County Regiment by Act of Congress on April 10, 1812. 


(Muster Rolls of the Soldiers of the War of 1812, Raleigh, NC 1851, p.64) 
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Land Grant Suspensions in North Carolina, presented by Bruce Pruitt 


The program for the May 1997 meeting of WCGS was presented by Dr. Pruitt, who spoke on Land Grant Suspensions, that is Land 
Grants which were never completed for whatever reason. This somewhat tedious process produced some excellent land for those 
patient enough to locate these and reclaim them, and produces excellent records of sometimes obscure transactions. Here is a sum- 


mary of the process as prepared by Dr. Pruitt. 


Land Grant Suspensions in North Carolina (1776-1836) 


Land Grant Procedure (1778-1960) 

. Vacant land is found (location) 

. Land claim is recorded (entered on records) with Entry Taker; fee paid 
. Wait 3 months (minimum) to allow for disputes 

Land warrant issued by Entry Taker to county surveyor 

Land is surveyed; fee paid 

Warrant and 2 copies of survey are sent to Secretary of State 

. Grant is filled out; fees paid to the State & secretary of State 

. Grant is signed by Governor; fee paid to his secretary for state seal 

. Grant is recorded by Secretary of State 

10. Grant is returned to grantee who has {2 months to record it with county Register of Deeds; fee paid 
Resulting paperwork at steps 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, & 10. 


OHIAWVAWN— 


Il. Grant disputes 

Disputes can be settled at step 3 (follow steps C through E below). 

If dispute isn’t settled at step 3, petition can be made to the Governor. 
A. If Governor agrees, he “suspends execution” of the grant (doesn’t sign the grant). Governor sends the 
Secretary of State a 3 or 4 sentence Jetter and the petition. 
B. Secretary of State sends a brief letter to the Justices of the Peace in the county where the land is. 
C. Justices order a trial on the premises (on or near the disputed Jand); infrequently trial can be held at the 
county court house. 
D. Usualty the clerk of Pleas & Quarter Sessions Court issues a writ to the sheriff. The sheriff chooses th 
jurors and conducts the trial on the premises. Verdict can be “‘general” or “‘special”. General verdict mea 
the winner gets all the disputed land. Special verdict means the land is divided between the parties. A 
dividing line is sometimes described; this is the line separating the two parties (not a complete survey 
around each part). 
E. The sheriff makes a “return” to the court which includes the writ and copy of the verdict. Justices 
decide if the trial was conducted properly (no favoritism towards plaintiff or defendant). Justices can 
‘confirm the verdict” (let it stand) or order a new trial. Clerk should send the final result to the Secretary 
of State so he will know what to do with the grant. Then the grant is issued or it “dies”. 


Places to look for the verdict: 
AA. Civil Action Papers Concerning Land--loose papers in each county’s records in the archives 
AB. Court Minutes--rarely is the case mentioned 
AC. Secretary of State’s papers about grant suspensions--look for letter from clerk indicating the outcom< 
of the trial 
AD. Land grants--try to determine if plaintiff or defendant received a grant after the petition to the 
Govemor. This can be difficult if you don’t know how many acres were involved, iand warrant number, 
location of the land; you may need to separate one grant from several issued to the same man. 


Population Census Items 1820: Name of family head; age; sex; race; charge; number of persons in each family 
1790-1850 foreigners not naturalized; slaves; industry employed in each of six classes of industry 
1790: Name of family head; free white (agriculture, commerce, and manufactur- and one of occupation; literacy; pensioners 
males of 16 years and up, free white males 18) for Revolutionary or military service. 
under 16, free white females; slaves; other 1830: Name of family head; age; sex; race; 1850: Name; age; sex; race; whether deaf 
persons. slaves; deaf and dumb; blind; foreigners § and dumb, blind, insane, or idiotic; value 
1800: Name of family head; if white, age not naturalized. of real estate; occupation; birthplace; 

and sex: race: slaves. 1840: Name of family head; age; sex; whether married within the year; school 
1810: Name of family head; if white, age °° slaves; number of deaf and dumb; attendance; literacy; whether a pauper or 
and sex: race: slaves number of blind; number of insane and convict. Schedules for slaves and persons 


idiotic and whether in public or private who died during the year. 
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Evans Records submitted by Sue E. Powell 


Abraham Evans immigrated to the Virginia colony as a head- 
right having sailed from Bristol, England some time between 
1654-1663. An Isle of Wight County, Virginia record of a land 
transfer dated November 6, 1667, mentions an Abraham Evans. 
He married Elizabeth Dennis, daughter of Ann and Robert Den- 
nis before 1680. Abraham died about 1710. 

Records show Ann and Robert Dennis married and living in 
Surry County, Virginia in 1663 through 1670. In March 1671, 
Ann Dennis purchased from John Legrande 60 acres on Burchen 
Swamp in Surry County, and in 1680 she gave that land to her 
son-in-law Abraham Evans. Ann Dennis may have been related 
to William Scarbrow as a January 11, 1664, Surry County Court 
Record of a list of cattle belonging to Wm Scarbrow presented to 
the court on Janry. 4th 1664, shows Ann Dinnis receiving “tow 
cowes, a draught steare fower yeares old, one heifer, two calves 
fallen the Last somer, in all six head of Cattle & ffower hundred 
pds. tobb. due to ye. sd. Scarbrow from Arthur Jurdon.”. (There 
is a Surry County Court record for Wm Scarborow in 1663.) 

There are numerous Surry County Court records naming Abra- 
ham Evans for Grand Jury, failure to report for jury duty, and 
being excused for failure to report for jury duty. Land records 
indicate that he sold land in 1694, 1695, 1700, and laid claim to 
127 acres on the south side of Blackwater Swamp in 1700. There 
are also records of suits having been brought against him and his 
being ordered to deliver pork and or tobacco in payment. He was 
listed on the 1704 Quit Rent Roll in Surry County. 

Abraham and Elizabeth had a son John who married Sarah 

. John and Sarah had two sons-Abraham and John. John 
(Sr.) patented 285 acres on Little Swamp on the south side of 
Nottoway River on March 24, 1724. At his death prior to 1742, 
his land went to his son Abraham. The son John died without 
issue prior to June 1742, and his 100 acres of adjacent land that 
he had bought from Francis Steed went to his brother. Abraham, 
his wife Elizabeth, and Sarah, his mother, sold the 385 acres to 
John Rochell June 19, 1742. 

August 16, 1742, Abraham Evans bought from Henry Horne 
and his wife Susana for fifty pounds lawful Virginia money 250 
acres on the north side of Tar River in Edgecombe County, 

North Carolina. This land was patented March 6, 1740, to 
Robert Hilliard and joined Dickinson, Lassiter, and the river. 


July 18, 1746, Abraham and Elizabeth sold their two thirds 
_ share of 200 acres in the Albemarle Parish on the South side of 


Little Swamp, Virginia, to Thomas Moor of the Parish of Abing- 
don in Gloucester County, Virginia. The other third belonged to 
Sarah Evans. (A Surry County, Virginia May 1737 document 
records Thomas Moor as owning 285 acres bounded by John 
Evans.) On March 25, 1749, Abram Evans received a Granville 
Grant of 220 acres in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, join- 
ing John Simons and Sapony Creek. 

In April 1754, William Haywood purchased from William 
- Lassiter 150 acres on the north side of Tar River joining William 
' Moore and Abraham Evans. In March 1761, Sherwood Haywood 


| | was given a Granville Grant for 700 acres in Edgecombe County 


| joining Henry Bond, Abraham Evans, 


Dickerson, 











Pitman, and Stallens. In July 1762, Moses Adkenson was en- 
tered in the Granville Grant records for 700 acres in Edgecombe 
County for the vacant land between Abraham Evans, Duncan 
Lemon [sic], and John Edwards. 

The will of Abraham Evans, written when he was “very sick 
and weak in body,” was dated May 14, 1762, and was presented 
at June 1762 court. In it he left 250 acres on Sappony Creek to 
his son John and the plantation where he lived on Tar River con- 
taining 250 acres to his son Abraham. The remainder of his es- 
tate was to be divided between his wife Eliza. Evans, John 
Evans, Ledy Evans, Ammy Evans, Abraham, and Eliza. Evans. 
At his wife’s death her part would be divided among all his chil- 
dren. 

According to Edgecombe County September 1762 Court 
Records, Abraham and Elizabeth were minors when their father 
died, and their mother Elizabeth Evans was appointed their 
guardian. At the January 1763 Edgecombe County court session, 
the division of his estate was recorded. It was also ordered that 
the rest of the estate not yet divided be appraised and sold ac- 
cording to law. 

Elizabeth Evans wrote her will February 28, 1766, “being very 
sick and weak in body,” and it was presented at October 1766 
Edgecombe County Court. It names son in law David Pridgen to 
receive a heifer and the remaining estate to her five children 
John Evins, Abraham Evins, Sarah Evins, Leady Ballard, and 
Elizabeth Evins. 

John Evans is recorded in the Granville Grants records in the 
warrent dated 28 1750 to James Conner to survey 200 
acres in Edgecombe County on the east side of Thompson Marsh 
and in the warrent dated 27 April 1753 for 234 acres in Edge- 
combe County joining Reeds corner. Other grants which 
recorded him as a neighbor were John Bass’s warrent dated 27 
May 1758 to Colo John Haywood to survey 640 acres in Edge- 
combe County on the north side of Fishing Creek, joining 
William Binham and John Evans; Moses Adkenson’s plat dated 
20 January 1763 of 684 acres in Edgecombe County joining John 
Evens, Duncan Lamon, John Edwards, and Sapponey Creek. 

Edgecombe County Deed Book C records a sale for £20 Vir- 
ginia money by John Edwards to John Evans on 16 May 1768 of 
100 acres on Sappony Swamp joining Holland Branch. This land 
was part of a Granville Grant to John Edwards 30 April 1754. 

Records of individual persons become more difficult to follow 
from this point in that Abraham and Elizabeth’s son John named 
a son Abraham and their son Abraham named a son John. In 
addition, there may have been other John Evanses in the area. 

There are numerous records of Abraham and John Evans serv- 
ing jury duty as well as deeds for the transfer of land. They often 
witnessed land transfers, and other deeds described land as being 
adjacent to them. The land in Edgecombe County where Abra- 
ham and Elizabeth settled became Nash County in 1777 so 
records are found in both counties. 

Four land transactions in Nash County are most likely those of 
John, son of Abraham and Elizabeth. At November Court 1787, 
it was recorded that Wm Whiddon of Nash County sold to John 
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Evans records, continued OLD HARRISON ENG. BIBLE 


Evans of same on 3 February 1787 for £150 300 acres witnessed (This transcription was taken from a handwritten copy of the 
by Elizabeth Evans and Sherrod Evans. At the February 1787 information in the Bible. Some of the entries were added later. 
term, it was recorded that John Evans and Elizabeth Evans wit- The Bible may have been in the possession of “Coz Jimmy Har- 
nessed a deed of Wm Whiddon to Noah Whiddon. A latter deed ison”. Copies of the information contained were given to Eliza- 
of Wm Whiddon to Micahah Thomas was for land adjacent to —_ beth “Lizzie” Barnes Davis, wife of Floyd Stith Davis, in 1938. 
John Evans on Sappony Creek. On December 17, 1798 two Edward Kendall Wright III shared this information with the 
deeds transferred land from John Evans to Sherid Evans. contributor, Joan Howell.) 
The 1806 will of John Evans names his wife Ann, sons 
Sherod, George, Abraham, and Isaac, a daughter Ann, grandson There are three names torn out: Ist born Sep 1705? 
Caleb Davis, and grandaughters Tempy Winstead and Elizabeth 2nd born Oct 30th 1708 
Warren Evans. (Nash County) 3rd born Jany 21 1710 
The 1800 Census of Edgecombe County listed Abram Evans as William Henry Harrison born Jany 12 1703 
head of household with one male older than 45, 1 male less than Mildred Harrison born Oct 15 1713 
26, 1 female less than 10, and 7 slaves. Edgecombe County deed Susanna Harrison born May 2nd 1716 
records indicated in 1806 that John Evans and Nancy Price, wife John Harrison born Sept 5 1718 
of Joel Price, were lawful heirs of Abraham Evans, decd. who Ann Harrison born Aug 10 1720 
died intestate. Polly Price was a daughter born out of wedlock. | Henry Harrison born May 1 1723 
(Note: Spelling was retained as found in the records.) Family of William Harrison & Mary 
Sarah Harrison was born Sept 25th 1725 
RESEARCH TIP: FOLLOW THE LAND Mary Harrison was born Feby 14 1727 
(Alas, It Was the Wrong John Evans!) Benjamin Harrison was born Oct 24 1730 
William Harrison was born Apr. 9 1732 
I began researching the above John Evans after having traced Ann Harrison was born Apr 3 1735 
my own Evans line to John Evans who bought land in 1762 in Mildred Harrison was born Oct 19 1738 
Dobbs County and in 1786 gave it to three of his four sons be- — Elizabeth Harrison was born Dec 24 1740 
cause he was relocating. Not knowing where he came from or Henry Harrison was born Jany 13 1742 
where he went to, I began looking at any records of John Evans Lucy Harrison was born Feby 14 1745 
who were in North Carolina in that time frame. (There were fif- John Harrison was born Aug. 11 1750 
teen John Evanses in the 1790 North Carolina Federal Census.) Family of John Harrison & his wife Ann (Derring) 
The John Evans of Edgecombe County was an exciting possi- Mildred was born Sept 2nd 1776 
bility for two reasons. The first was because it was so easy to fol- Benjamin was born Oct 30 1778 
low his family back to the immigrant by use of wills, abstracts of Henry Harrison was born Feby 10th 1781 
deeds and other court records. The second reason was because — The twins not named born Feby 14 1783 
the Edgecombe County records of him ended before 1777. Martha born Sept 18 1784 
However, I was not satisfied because I had not found a record Nathanel Harrison born April 5 1787 
which tied the John Evans of Edgecombe County to the John Emelious Harrison born Oct 15 1789 
Evans of Dobbs County. Following the advice of Betty Reason to Margret or “Peggy” Harrison born Feby 2 1792 
“follow the land” and Grace Turner to “look for signatures”, I John Harrison born Aug 26 1794 
found that John of Dobbs signed his deeds with a mark and that Temperance Harrison born July 20 1797 
John of Edgecombe signed his name. I further found that with § James (Grandpa) Harrison born Aug 9 1799 
the establishment of the Edgecombe - Nash boundary line in The Family of James Harrison and his wife Betsy Ann Tay- 
1777, John’s land became part of Nash County where his will lor Drake Harrison 
was filed listing his children who were not part of my family. William Drake Harrison born Dec. 11th 1820 
Alas, they were not the same person. John Adam Harrison born Dec 8 1823 
Elizabeth Ann Harrison born Sept 17 1825 
QUERY: I am seeking information on John Evans who pur- Marry Jane Harrison born March 2 1828 
chased land from John Barefoot 6 November 1762, and gave that Lucy Harrison born April 18 1832 
land in 1786 because he was “thereunto moveing” to his sons Drake Family Record 
John, Isham, and Joel. According to the will of Isham, the chil- James Drake who fought The Revolutionary war was born in 
dren of John were John, Isham, Joel, and David. Sue Evans Pow- 1725 Died in 1790 in his 65th year. He was the father of Albrit- 
ell, PO Box 1971, Wilson NC 27894-1971. tian James Silas, Sarah, Lydia & Milbray by his 1 wife who was 


¢ Find your ancestors before they find you Sophia Valentine. He married the 2nd time the widow Davis 


¢ Genealogists are like monkeys - always in trees 


@ Genealogists collect dead relatives 


Children of John Harrison of old Brandon Va. who moved to | 
Halifax Co. N.C. in 1780 (Continued on next page) 





Page 10 Trees of Wilson August 1997 — 


James E. Fulghum, 3004 Buckingham Road, Wilson, NC 
27891-1193. 243-3803. Fulghum, Boykin, Williamson 
Frances Griffin, 1313 Butts Station Rd., Chesapeake, VA 
23320. Taylor, Ricks, Deans, Griffin 

Norma K. Myers, 325 N. Broadway, Centralia, IL 62801. 
618-532-3294. Hackney, Dew 

Brenda Ann Scott Reiter, 908 Albany St., Raleigh, NC 
27615. 919-848-8045. Scott (Rock Ridge, Lucama) 

Jo Ann Stallings, 1702 Waterford Dr., Wilson, NC 27896. 
206-0640 (H), 291-5045 (O). Renfrow, Etheridge, Williamson, 
Deans. 


Membership on 8/5/97 = 154 


Member Ed Bass of Columbia, SC has donated a oopy of his 
Bass family history in looseleaf form to the Genealogy Room at 
the Wilson County Libary. His family line comes from Black 
Creek and originated, as did others of the same name, at Basses 
Choise in Isle of Wight County. Ed has several unanwered ques- 
tions in this work and has posted queries throughout the book. 
Please have a look at this and offer any answers you might have 
directly to Ed at 6 Cardross Lane, Columbia , SC 29209. 803-776- 
5298 


August Quiz - Crossroads 


Name the location of each of these crossroads 
1. Lamm's 


We Get Letters 2. Buckhorn 


¢ Thanks for the IOW Tour Book. Wish we could have gone 
with you. We enjoy 7rees very much. L. B. Lamm, MD, Rock- 
well, NC 

¢ I am new to genealogy, interest developed recently when I 
had responsibility for contacting family members of Benjamin 
and Sallie Ann Renfrow for our 45th family reunion. Will be 
looking to WCGS for information beyond early work back to 
Mabrey Renfrow, b. 1816. Working also on my father’s family, 
Alphonso Williamson. Glad to hear from any others with simi- 
lar interests. Jo Ann Stallings, jstallings@coastalnet.com. 
1702 Waterford Dr, Wilson 27896. 291-5045. 

[Ed. Note: You might be interested in both the Boykin and 
Fulghum family groups, both with Williamson and Renfrow 
connections. Bobby Boykin, 237-1700. Jim Fulghum, 243- 
2803. Both have annual meetings] 


Harrison Records, continued from page 10 


_ Nathaniel Harrison Halifax Co 
_ Jack Harrison Nash 
 E. Milus Harrison Nash 
~ John Harrison Nash 
_ William Henry Harrison Halifax 
Benja Harrison killed in Ga. 
Nick Harrison went-Mexico (War) 
_ Augustus Harrison went-California (War) 
| Fredrick Harrison went-Kansas 
Peggy Harrison Nash Co. 
_ James Harrison Nash Co. 
_ Mary I think married a Blount at Castalia. 
Given me by Coz Jimmy Harrison of Newport N. C. Summer 
of 1935 





Submitted by Joan Howell 





Genealogy: the best excuse for not mowing the lawn 
Genealogy: making cucumbers out of pickles 

Search long enough and everyone connects somehow! 
I used to have a life, then I found genealogy. 


eee ¢ 
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3. Pender's 

4. Moore's 

5. Wilkerson's 

6. Cobb's 

June answers: 

. 1803, on present S. Tarboro St., postmaster not known 
. 1895, Rt. 42E, William L. Banks 

. 1900, N. of Town Creek, John M. Stephenson 
. 1839, near Elm City, Josiah Vick 

. 1892, near Sims School, unknown 

. 1898, near Driver's Store, unknown 


NN hwWN — 


Map Guide to American Migration Routes, William Dollarhide. 
Routes followed by our ancestors between 1735 and 1815, illus- 
trated with details. AGLL, Box 329, Bountiful UT 84011-0329, 
800-298-5468. $13.45 postpaid 

Nash County, North Carolina, Church & Family Cemeteries: A- 
J, edited by Timothy W. Rackley and Tar River Connections, 
1997. 117 page, soft cover, full name index. $22 + $1.50 p/h + 
6% sales tax for NC residents. Timothy W. Rackley, PO Box 
2502, Kernersville, NC 27285-2502 (second volume, K-Z, due 
soon) 

Nash County, North Carolina, Marriages 1869-1887, abstracted 
by Timothy W. Rackley, 1997. 2.351 records, alphabetical by 
groom's name. Earlier records from 1777-1869 have been previ- 
ously published by Mr. Rackley. $22 + $2.00 p/h + 6% sales tax 
for NC residents. Same ordering information as entry above. 
Johnson-Coffey McCrourie "Mac" Cromwell Johnson and 
Myra Angeline Coffey, Ancestors and Descendents, by WCGS 
member William Johnson Auton and Betty R. Sealight-Auton 
(Monrovia, MD), 1996. Soft cover, perfect binding, 127 pp. Order 
from Bill Auton, 10911 Fingerboard Road, Monrovia, MD 21770- 
9021. [Ed: Bill and Betty visited Wilson a year ago to review the 
few remnants of Hugh Johnston's Johnson records still in his files. 
Most of the reoords had gone to Ohio many years before on loan 
to a researcher who never returned them. The records are now 
lost.] 

American Genealogical Research at the DAR, Eric G. Grundset. 
A plea for greater use of this vast and fascinating trove of family 
histories and miscellany. $25 from the DAR, Washington. 
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WCGS Publications Order Form 


Qty 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860 
(includes all six schedules; every name index; 221 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, May 1993) $25.00 


Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870 


(includes all five schedules; every name index; 390 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, March 1994) $25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume | (244 cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) 
$25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume Il (75 cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions; 389 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) 
$25.00 

___. Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume Ill (121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 
350 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Sue Evans Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 
1995) $25.00 

___ Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for com- 
puter genealogy programs (PAF, Brother's Keeper, Kith & 








Kin, others) of over 8500 Wilson County individuals from 
the earliest settlers, all linked by birth or marriage. $10.00 
____ Trees of Wilson. Back issues of the Newsletter from 
1/1992. Price varies with issue. We invoice then ship upon 
receipt of payment. Issues wanted? 


Wilson County Maps as listed below 

____ Historical Map: old county lines, waterways, early 
roads, towns & post offices, township boundaries. Edited 
by Sue E. Powell from a Hugh Johnston map. $5.00 

___ Confederate Field Map #1. N-S, Virginia line to Tar- 
boro, W-E, Whitakers to Murfreesboro. Geographic details, 
extensive names of residents. From NC Archives. $5.00 
___ Confederate Field Map #2. Continuation of #1 above, 
S. to Neuse River, W-E, Wilmington/Weldon RR to Wash- 
ington, NC. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #3. Enlarged portion of part of 
area covered by #2 above, similar details but other resi- 
dents named. Includes Black Creek, Stantonsburg, 
Saratoga, Nahunta, Pikeville, Speight's Bridge. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #4. Continuation of map #3 
above S. to Neuse River, includes Goldsboro. $5.00 

____ Town of Wilson, 1872. block by block details by E. B. 
Mayo, redrawn by F. T. Green & Assoc. $5.00 

___ Town of Wilson, 1882. Block by block details by 
Gray.$5.00 





Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $2.50. Shipping costs for maps is $2.50 for 1-4 items. Add 6% sales tax for 


NC residents. Total of items ordered . Shipping 


Sales Tax Total Enclosed 


Advance Publications Reservation: 0) Reserve a copy of Cemeteries IV (pub. date late 1997)0 Reserve a copy of Cemeteries V 
(pub. date 1998). Do not send money now. You will be invoiced upon publication, shipment will follow receipt of payment. 
WCGS Membership: 0 Enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $15 individual / $20 family membership. 


Name 
Postal Address 
Surnames of Interest: 


Email Adress 
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Interested in volunteer assistance with WCGS: 0 Hugh Johnston Project 0 Wilson 
County Cemeteries Project ) Library Genealogy Assistance 0 Answering queries 0 Other 





August 1997 











| 


September 1997 
This statement is made at the request of 
profit membership organization estab- 
lished as a North Carolina corporation, 
benefit for members is the annual | 

: subscription to this 
President's : 
Message to profit from their 

memership or may 

reimbursement for materials purchased 
on behalf of the society with approval 
three officers and three board members 
with staggered terms. 
legal or ethical to pursue personal 
profit-making activities in the name of 
and donations as state tax-deductible 
gifts and we have applied for federal 
ruling by the end of this year. 
All income derived from the sale of 


the Board of Directors. WCGS is a non- 
with bylaws which state that the sole 
newsletter. No one is 
receive payment of any kind except as a 
by the Board of Directors, which is the 
Members are cautioned that it is not 
the society. We can accept contributions 
tax-exempt status and should have a 
publications is used for the furtherance 


of the work of the society. 
Henry Powell 
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September 23 meeting 


To kick off our 1997-98 year, the pro- 
gram committee has chosen to have an- 
other evening for members to share family 
artifacts and rememberances. 

Past programs have brought forth to- 
bacco twine antimacassers, granny's wed- 
ding nightgown, aunty's best black dress 
and bonnet, and numerous photographs 
along with priceless objects fortunately 
saved from lives of many years ago. 

Bring along whatever you fancy. This is 
always a popular program. 


| Fall Tour - Still Has Seats 


We still have seats available for this nar- 
rated bus tour through the part of Wilson 
County once known as lower Edgecombe. 

We will follow the old stagecoach road 
from near Macclesfield through Stantons- 
burg, continuing through Black Creek and 
home along British Road. Many old home- 
sites will be identified with severalstops. 

We will pause for an indoor picnic along 
the way. Bring your own bag lunch or or- 
der one through us, and we will provide 
the beverages. 

The tour departs from the Wilson 
County Library at 10 AM and will return 
at about 4 PM. Reservations may be made 
by sending $15 to WCGS. Don't delay as 
many seats are already taken. 

Tour reservations will close on Septem- 
ber 30. Please send your check to reserve 
your seat before that date. 





5 [|New Johnston Book 


By arrangement with the trustees of his 
estate, WCGS has published a manuscript 
found in the files of Hugh Johnston. They 
Moved Away - North Carolinians Who 
Went to Other States, edited and indexed 
by Grace Turner, the book is priced at $15 
+ tax + $2.50 shipping and handling. Or- 
der form on page twelve. (see p. 4) 





| Nominees named for 1998 


The nominating committee has selected 
the following individuals as their nomi- 
nees for 1998 officers. 

President: Sue Evans Powell, presently 
secretary/treasurer and a charter member 
of WCGS. Sue chairs the Hugh Johnston 
project and produced the map series now 
offered in the publications list. She co- 
writes this newsletter and the Wilson 
Daily Times monthly Family Connections 
column. She is actively involved in family 
research on Evans, Barnes, Robinson, and 
Harrison lines. Sue's local roots go back 
to John Evans, Dobbs County landowner 
in 1763, and to Robert Peelle, Quaker pa- 
triot and Stantonsburg landowner in 
1785. She is currently working on the 
Arthur Evans Chronicles, a book of her 
great-grandfather's letters to his wife dur- 
ing his Civil War service. 

Vice President: Carroll Arthur. Carroll 
created and keeps the member surname 
list, and is actively engaged in his own 
family research. His roots are in eastern 
NC and his wife is a Boykin! 

Secretary Treasurer: Henry Powell. 
Currently president of WCGS, Henry ini- 
tiated the Family Connections column for 
the Wilson Daily Times, the WCGS Web- 
Site, the Wilson County Connections 
gedom file, the educational tours, and 
writes the WCGS newsletter. He is ac- 
tively engaged in family research with 
maternal roots in Stantonsburg (Hill, El- 
lis, Cox, Wilkinson, Peelle).and paternal 
roots ir Jamestown. He is producing a 
video on the Civil War battlefields where 
Arthur Evans wrote his letters. 

Board: Jesse Joyner. A member for two 
years, Jesse has a strong interest in his 
local family which has the second largest 
number of individuals in Wilson County. 
Please vote by proxy on page 12, by E- 
Mail to ancestor@prodigy.net, or by bal- 
lot on Oct. 28. 
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Trees of Wilson 


This newsletter is published by the Wilson 
County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 802, 
Wilson, NC 27894-0802. Telephone 919-237- 
1250. Internet (GenWeb): 
http://www.txdirect.net/~hpeele/wilson. htm. 

Trees is published monthly except for De- 
cember and July. An annual index is pub- 
lished as part of the March issue. Member- 
ship is for a calendar year and includes a sub- 
scription to the ten issues published each year 
or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. The annual individual membership 
fee is $15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the 
members of WCGS are accepted for publica- 
tion at the discretion of the Editors and should 
pertain to families with connections in Wilson 
County and its neighboring and parent coun- 
ties. 

Queries are accepted and printed only from 
WCGS members. Queries should include full 
name(s), dates and geographic location, if 
known, of the person(s) for whom you seek 
information. 

Officers: 

President: Henry Powell 

Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 

Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 

Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese Fer- 
rell, 

Katy Alford 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue Powell 

Regular Contributors: Grace Turner, Al- 
bert 

Page, Horace Peele, Janice Sharpe 
Committees: 

Library Services Coordinator: Joan How- 
ell 

Library Assistants: Joan Howell, 

Janice Sharpe 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Wilson County Genealogical Maps: Sue 
Powell 

Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 

Bible Records: Paul Darden 

Internet Queries: Terri Menzel 

Programs: Deborah Mitchell, Carol Forbes, 

Mary Helen Schaubhuth 
Please send address, name or information 
changes to WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 
27894. 
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Family Connections * August 1997. Wilson Daily Times 


More Information: Earlier queries 
asked if local residents, Hardy and To- 
bias Boykin, served with the Revolu- 
tionary armed forces. A search in the 
DAR Library in Washington turned up 
Revolutionary soldiers Hardy Boykin of 
Washington County, NC, (adjacent to 
the Pamlico Sound) and Tobias Boykin 
who seemed to have lived in both Samp- 
son County, NC and in South Carolina. 
Neither ever lived in Wilson County as 
far as we can tell. There are family con- 
nections with the Wilson County 
Boykins as all were descended from the 
immigrant, Edward Boykin, of Isle of 
Wight County, VA. We found no record 
that the Hardy Boykin of (now) Wilson 
County ever served as a soldier during 
the Revolution. It is possible that Tobias 
was descended from Wilson County 
area ancestors. 

Further Information: Other queries 
have asked about local men who pro- 
vided some form of military service dur- 
ing the Revolution. It is not possible to 
locate specific lists as Wilson County 
was not formed until 1855. We can ex- 
amine militia lists from Wayne and 
Johnston Counties (and Dobbs County, 
their now defunct parent county) and 
Edgecombe County and make reason- 
able guesses. You might start at the lo- 
cal library in the Genealogy Room by 
examining the 1932 NC DAR-published 
Roster of Soldiers from NC in the Amer- 
ican Revolution. You could then move 
on to Colonial Soldiers of the South 
1732-1774. In both books it is difficult 
to identify specific local soldiers, but we 
learn that Edgecombe County had a to- 
tal of 2,765 men involved with the local 
Colonial militia, loyal to Britain, during 


New Information 


Nash County, North Carolina, Federal 
Census of 1860, abstracted by Joan L. 
Howell, edited by Reese Ferrell and 
Joan L. Howell, July 1997, 8 1/2" x 11", 
246 pages, soft cover, perfect binding. 
$25 + tax, P&H, Includes all six sched- 
ules with down-the-road listing of 7,007 
inhabitants. Order from Generations 
Past, 8374-A Newsome Mill Road, Lu- 
cama, NC 27851. 
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that period. There is a complete Edge- 
combe list for the 1770s that takes 
twenty-one pages. 

We get frequent requests to do re- 
search for someone wanting to join the 
DAR but regrettably do not have the 
time to do the kind of detailed work 
needed to document service by an ances- 
tor. There are several local genealogists 
who can do this type of work for a mod- 
est fee. 

Civil War Service: Contrary to the 
headline of our July column, there is not 
a shortage of information on Wilson 
County Civil War soldiers. Our local 
library has an excellent collection of 
service records, regimental histories, 
and such. A quick look tells us that Wil- 
son County contributed nearly 1,500 
troops to the Confederate effort as part 
of the total of 165,000 NC troops. 
Nearly every free male between the ages 
of 18 and 60 served the Confederacy. 
Hugh Johnston compiled a list of 1200 
of the local Confederate soldiers; a 
bound copy of this list is shelved in the 
Genealogy Room at the local library. 
This list is very useful as it identifies the 
regiment in which each soldier served. 
With that information, one can then 
look up the regimental records in other 
books in the same room. 

If your search in the local Genealogy 
Room is not successful, then you are 
always welcome to use the official Con- 
federate Military Service Records on 
microfilm in the NC Department of 
Archives in Raleigh, or make a visit to 
National Archives in Washington, DC 
where there are extensive Confederate 
records in their microfilm collection. 


Interesting Web Sites: 
Genealogy Books: 

http://www. mediasoft.net/ScottC 
Genealogy Humor 
http://member.aol.com/RootsLady/lady/ 
outhouse. htm | 
Genealogical Research Materials 
http://www.ancestor.com 
Electronic Genealogy 
http://www.ancestordetective.com 
Library of Congress Maps 
http://loc.gov 


| 
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The Tobacco Culture of Wilson County, North Carolina. A 
dissertation presented for the Doctor of Philosophy Degree, The 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Robert C. McAdams, De- 
cember 1996. 278 pages. Bound, unpublished manuscript, do- 
nated by the author to WCGS and placed in the Wilson County 
Public Library 

Dr. McAdams was born in South Carolina, grew up in Mor- 
ganton, NC and moved with his parents to Wilson where he 
graduated from Fike High School in 1967, and Atlantic Chris- 
tian College in 1971. McAdams taught art in the Wilson City 
Schools from 1971 to 1978 and at Wilson Tech from 1975 to 
1980. He later taught in Lenoir, Wilson (again) and in Burke 
County where he still teaches. 

[Abstract] This work is a social and economic study of the flue- 
cured tobacco culture in the Coastal Plain North Carolina county 
of Wilson from the 1880s to the 1990s. 

Wilson County has its beginnings in the mid-nineteenth cen- 
tury as a part of the traditional southern cotton culture. As cotton 
prices declined during the 1880s area planters began to seek al- 
ternative investments. Encouraged by development of bright leaf 
tobacco production in Piedmont North Carolina, local newspaper 
editors encouraged planters to experiment with the crop. Wilson 
planters found that the gray soils were well suited for growth of 
bright tobacco. 

Wilson developed an economy and society dependent upon 
flue-cured tobacco. Farm sizes declined and tenancy rates in- 
creased until the last half of the twentieth century. The tobacco 
culture assumed its own social structure in time, providing eco- 
nomic opportunities for a few, but only seasonal work for many. 

Crop control programs tended to perpetuate much of the tradi- 
tional landlord-tenant culture until the 1960s when a change in 
the program and new technology brought the tobacco culture 
closer to twentieth century agribusiness. But, many of the social 
and economic aspects of the earlier years of the century remain 
within the county. 

[Review] This academic tome makes surprisingly good reading 
for local residents who want to better understand our locality. 
Several families are traced throughout the book, with highlights 
of their influence on the social and economic structure, in a open 
and frank manner. Absentee landlords are pointed out as pri- 
mary factors in maintaining this culture. 

A local banking company is described as exhibiting the less- 
than-generous policies instituted by its founder many years ago. 
Tobacco warehousemen are shown as mostly those who immi- 


| grated to the region by the turn of the century and became domi- 


nant economic and social forces. In short, the author tries to help 


| Us to understand our home county and how it evolved into its 


present farm-town relationship with its totally unquestioning 


| acceptance and endorsement of the tobacco culture. 


The value of this book to genealogists lies in the family stories 


| related therein and the clear picture developed of the social strat- 


| ification amongst the members of the tobacco culture. It is help- 


ful also in understanding changes in farm structure and the ef- 
fecton movement and growth of families in the area. 


Many Americans have Irish links because from 1820 to 1920 
about 4.7 million Insh came to the United States - with 1.3 mil- 
lion of them arriving between the years of 1820 and 1845. 

Six of Ireland's counties accounted for 48 percent of the emi- 
gration up to 1900. They were: Cork, Kerry, Tipperary, Limer- 
ick, Galway and Mayo. Irish emigrants' areas of origin changed 
during the 19th century. In the early years most came from the 
north and east, but by the 1840s the majority came from the mid- 
lands and the south. In the 1880s, they came from the west of 
Ireland. Pinpointing the decade your Irish immigrant came to 
America aids in determining his probable ancestral home in the 
old country. 

Researchers should familiarize themselves with the various 
divisions of Eire, because many of the records are based on 
them. They are provinces, counties, baronies, parishes (civil or 
religious), townlands, and poor law unions. There are four 
provinces: Ulster, Leinstex, Munster, and Connaught; and 26 
counties in Eire and six in Northern Ireland. Baronies are an 
ancient division based on Gaelic family holdings. They were 
turned into civil divisions by the English in the 19th century for 
the purpose of land valuation. 

There are about 2,500 ecclesiastical parishes. Civil parishes 
are used for land valuations and are usually smaller than the ec- 
clesiastical ones, and often have a different name. The more 
than 60,000 townlands are small rural sections of a parish, aver- 
aging about 350 acres. In 1838 the whole country was divided 
into districts, or unions, in which the local rate-payers 
(taxpayers) were made financially responsible for the care of all 
the poor or starving people in the area. The poor law union cov- 
ered an average area of 10 miles' radius from the poor house, 
which was usually located in a market town. 

Exhaust Irish sources available in North America first - many 
records are available on microfilm through the LDS (Mormon) 
Family History Library system. Focus on determining the parish 
or townland of your immigrants, because seldom is just a county 
enough information. 

The Irish Family History Foundation covers 32 counties of Ire- 
land and offers searches (starting at about $25 per surname) via 
the internet. If you know the county of origin, read about the 
services offered and what genealogical sources are available for 


it. Start on the web at: http://www.may-ireland.ie/Roots.htm 
by Myra Vanderpool Gormley, Missing Links, June 14, 1997 


Genealogical Education online 


The International Internet Genealogical Society University 
offers free genealogy courses at http://www. iigs.org/university. 

Among the courses available are: Using the LDS Family 
Search Program; A Guide to Research on the Internet; US Land 
and Property Records; Beginning US Research; Research in 
Washington, DC; and Genealogical Research in Virginia. 

The IIGS website offers hundreds of links to some of the best 
genealogical resources available worldwide, including links to 
some US newspapers. 
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Hugh Johnston Working Papers, A Progress Report by Sue Evans Powell, Coordinator 


The process of copying Hugh Johnston’s family history records continues with thirty-five having been completed. Copies of his 
information on seventeen families have been presented to the Wilson County Public Library (WCPL) who has sent them for binding 
and completed the processing to shelve them in the Genealogy Room of the main library. 

The following families are included in that grouping of fourteen books: 

Barnes, Pope and Powell of Virginia and North Carolina, 65 pages (see information below) 

Batts of Yorkshire, England and Virginia, 114 pages (see information below) 

Some Black Families of Wilson County, North Carolina, 71 pages 

Davis of Virginia and North Carolina, 108 pages (see information below) 

Dixon of Virginia and North Carolina, 57 pages 

Eason and English of North Carolina, 80 pages 

Flowers of Virginia and North Carolina, 97 pages 

Gardner and Garner of North Carolina, 30 pages (see information below) 

Holland of Virginia and North Carolina, 69 pages 

Lancaster of Virginia and North Carolina, 41 pages 

Thompson, Kitchen of North Carolina, 41 pages 

Thorn/Thorne of Virginia and North Carolina, 30 pages (see information below) 

Williamson, Boykin of North Carolina, 106 pages 

John Woodard of Virginia and North Carolina, 85 pages (see information below) 

Special notes regarding the families listed above: 

Barnes-This is only a very small portion of his Barnes records. Joan Howell, a WCGS member, has the bulk of his Barnes 
family records and has plans to publish an extraction from them along with other Barnes information that she has 
collected. 

Batts-This was a typed manuscript which was among his Batts Family records. The style of writing is the same that Mr. 
Johnston used in his other family records, and I believe that it is his work. The remainder of his Batts family 
records Is still in the copying process and will be available at some time in the future. 

Davis-There may be more records that have not yet been copied which will be made available later. 

Gardner/Garner-Grace Turner, WCGS member, typed and indexed this family file. 

Thorn/Thorne-Barbara Broman, WCGS member, contributed her records on this family which have been combined in this 
book. 

Woodard-This was a typed, rough draft of a manuscript, not yet proofread, which was found among the Woodard family 
records. The style of writing is the same that Mr. Johnston used in his other family records, and I believe that it is 
his work. This document has been indexed by Sue Powell, WCGS member. 

The following family records have been copied, and a copy was presented to WCPL this month. WCPL will bind these also, and 
they should be available in the Genealogy Room of the main library in about two months. 

Applewhite of Virginia and North Carolina, 28 pages 

Bundy and Clare of North Carolina, 85 pages 

Coleman and Culpepper of Virginia and North Carolina, 72 pages 

Edwards and Lawrence of Virginia and North Carolina, 136 pages 

Etheridge of North Carolina, 55 pages 

Gray of Virginia, 10 pages 

Harnis of Virginia, 2 pages 

Hayes, Bevan, Street, Whitley of Virginia and North Carolina, 32 pages 

Horn of North Carolina, 382 pages 

Jossey of Virginia, 30 pages 

Joyner of Virginia, 3 pages 

Mayo, Bullock, Sheperd of England, Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia, 145 pages 

Several of these smaller families have been combined to make a reasonable size for binding. 

As reported on page one of this issue, the manuscript of North Carolinians who left the state has been edited and indexed by 
Grace Turner for publication as They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to Other States. The references listed usually in- 
clude the individual who left the state, the state where he/she settled, and the person/persons in North Carolina to whom he/she was 
related. For most items, the reference was based on a legal record, and the source of that record is documented. 

The Peelle Family of Virginia and North Carolina, 1022 pages, and the Thomas Family of Virginia and North Carolina, 1948 
pages, have been copied but not yet prepared for the library due to their size. We will need to break these down into several volumes __ 
and will consider how to do this in the near future. 

All of these families have connections to Wilson County families as Mr. Johnston only researched those families to whom he was 
Re ee ee eee 
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Johnston Progress, continued Nash County. I have not seen an attempt to follow its route in 


modern geographic terms, but it is possible that the items that 
related. These records contain all references that he could find in follow could prove helpful in the Tar River area. 
public records to the individuals that he researched with source On March 2, 1738, Thomas Brown patented 200 acres in 
document citations. Many of them are in chronological narrative Edgecombe County east of Tar River, beginning “a little above 
form; however, some are a compilation of hand written notes of Green’s Ford. . . on the River,” said tract measuring 179 poles 
references which he found which in themselves were not enough square and apparently lying westerly above the Ford.(Patent 
to write a narrative. Where he was able to find enough informa- Book 8, p. 84) On November 24, 1744, John Lott patented 100 
tion on a family to do so, he grouped the members according to acres in Edgecombe County south of Tar River “above Greens 
generations. In other cases, he was not able to tie people together Path and against Turkey Creek.” beginning on the River bank 
and filed them in alphabetical order. and running west 60 poles, S.15°W. 60 poles, N.45°W. 88 poles 
Having worked with the copying process on many of these to a hickory “on a Gut at the Mouth Near Tarr river,” along the 
families and having found some of my own family lines among _ River N.25°E. 204 poles to a hickory “in the bent,” and along 
them, I can verify that there is a wealth of information here to the River to the beginning. (Patent Book 5, p. 169) 
use as a basis for others to expand their family information. With On February 26, 1745, Jacob (X) Braswell of Edgecombe 
his record of source documents, anyone who seeks verification County sold Joseph John Clinch of Surry County, Virginia, for 
will know where to find the record. £10 current Virginia money 160 acres south of Tar River and 
WCGS appreciates the efforts of those members who have do- beginning “above Greens Path,” S. 120 poles, E. 213 poles, N. 
nated time and money to further this project. Several members _84 poles to the River, and then to the starting point (from 
have paid for the copying of their family records while others Braswell’s patent dated March 16, 1742/43); witnessed by 


have made cash donations. Members Grace Turner, Joyce Arthur Taylor, Samuel Williams, and John Lawhon, Jr. (Halifax 
Thomas Porter, Ronald Horton, Sally Hill, Henry and Sue Powell County, Deed Book 5, p. 523) 
have given time to do the copying of the files. On July 4, 1747, John (X) ONeals of Johnston County sold 


James Lee for £15 sterling money of Great Bnitain 200 acres in 
THE GREEN PATH Edgecombe County “before it was divided and now is supposed 

to be in Johnston County on Mockason Creek about two miles 

“Early History: Early settlers of the area that is now Wilson above Greens path,” beginning south of the Creek and running 

County, came from the north and the east. The most heavily E.5° 179 poles “across the s.° Creek,” $.85°E. 179 poles, S.5°W. 
traveled road in Virginia was a coastal route designated in 1783 179 poles, N.85°W. “across the creek again to the first Station” 
as a part of the Colonies Post Road, which ran south from An- (granted on April 15, 1743); witnessed by James (X) Price, 
napolis, Maryland, to Williamsburg, Virginia, through Isle of Joseph (X) Strickland, and Robert Snipes. (Halifax County, Deed 
Wight County and to Edenton, North Carolina. Settlersonthe = Book 3, pp. 148/149) 


coast of North Carolina spread westward along the Pamlico, On February 20, 1769, Benjamin (B) Lane sold Newet Lane of 
_ Trent, and Neuse Rivers. Edgecombe County for £60 Proclamation Money 100 acres of 
Another less publicized route, and the one by which many of _ the Thomas Brown patent of March 2, 1744, and sold to James 
_ the settlers came into the Wilson County area was in fact an Pitman who sold to Nathaniel Bradford who sold to said Lane, 


older route. In 1653, the Rev. Roger Green was granted about said tract lying N. of Tar River “a little above Greens path,” N. 
_ 11,000 acres of land below the Roanoke River for the first 100 to an oak and to a branch, down it to a line of marked trees, then 


settlers who would claim them. The route followed by the settlers to the River, and up it to the beginning; witnessed by Robert 


_ became known as Green’s Path. Early English maps show Young, William Chapman, and Edward Lane. (Edgecombe 

| Green’s Path in the 18th century as an old Indian Trail and County Deed Book ? p. 69) 

_ Trading Path. In 1711, Colonel Barnwell of South Carolina led Hugh B. Johnston 
_ South Carolina troops up “Green’s Path’ to help the settlers of Unpublished manuscript 
_ North Carolina fight the Tuscaroras. 

| 


__ There is little doubt that many settlers came into the Wilson Coleman Will, Hugh B. Johnston files 
| area from Virginia by way of Green’s Path and the report of ; 


| Colonel Barnwell’s expedition from South Carolina by way of Charies Coleman, son of Charles Coleman and wife Rachel 
_ ‘Green’s Path’ lends some credibility to the belief that Green’s 


Path ran from Petersburg to Emporia, Rocky Mount, Wilson, Charles Coleman made his will in Edgecombe County on 
| Smithfield, and Fayetteville, roughly following what is now In- April 2, 1761, and it was probated in June Court, 1761: (1) son 
terstate 95." Aaron Coleman, rifle gun, half the residue; (2) daughter Aba- 





History of Wilson County and Its Families 9a) 200 acres S. of Beech Run, half the residue: (3) brother 
“Education in Wilson County”- page 83 Jonathan Coleman, land on Beech Run between Elisha Battle 
and that given Abagal; (4) father and executor Charles Cole- 
In Colonial days the Green Path was a former Indian trading man Sr., land north of Beech Run; (5) witnesses Elisha Battle, 
‘Toute running from the Fayetteville area into Virginia and possi- John Murphree, and Rachel Coleman (Williams & Griffin, p.80) 
| bly crossing Tar River a little west of Stanhope in the present 
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Barkley Obituary Finding Links With PERSI 


Mrs., Nancy Ann Edwards Barkley, wife of the late James H. 
Barkley, departed this life Sept. 19th, at 7 o'clock P. M., aged 76 
years. at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Zeb L. Dawes. 

She was stricken with neuritis and sciatica in the past March, 
of which she had several attacks and from which she never 
sufficiently recovered to be able to walk. Her relatives were 
hopeful of her recovery until about two weeks before the end 
when she began to grow weaker gradually and passed out 
quietly, surrounded by her children and friends. She bore all the 
long months of suffering patiently. 

The death of Mrs. Barkley removes from this community one 
of the oldest residents and best beloved characters. She was an 
exemplary Christian, a true mother, a loyal friend and a good 
neighbor. All who know her loved and admired her. 

The deceased was the daughter of Briton and Winifred Ed- 
wards and was born in Edgecombe county January 15, 1847. 
Her parents later moved to Wilson County after which she was 
married to James H. Barkley, April 4th, 1883. She was the 
mother of three children, Mrs. Zeb Dawes, Will and Wiley 
Barkley and the step mother of J.F., J.H., and H.S. Barkley all of 
whom survive her. She also leaves two sisters, Mrs. J. C. 
Williams and Mrs. J. J. Miller and one brother, Mr. Lafayette 
Edwards. 

Her daughter, sons and grandchildren, of which there were 
several, were the glory of her life and she was never so happy as 
when they were about her. They contributed to her comfort in 
loving ministrations. She prayed that He who doeth all things 
would take care of her loved ones and bring them into His fold. 
Few have ministered to others in time of need and distress more 
than she for wherever there was sickness and suffering near her 
she turned a willing hand and heart so long as she was able. 

She was a consistent member of the Primitive Baptist church 
at Town Creek for twenty-eight years and was a regular atten- 
dant only missing two quarterly meetings in the time until her 
sickness. 

Her funeral services were conducted by her pastor, Elder A. 
M. Crisp and R. II. Boswell at Town Creek church. The service 
and songs were touching and appropriate. The songs were her 
favorites, ’Father I Stretch My Hands to Thee” and "Jesus Lover 
of My Soul,” tendered by the choir. 

She was laid to rest in Maplewood Cemetery in Wilson, her 
grave being covered with beautiful flowers which silently spoke 
of the esteem in which she was held. 

from Zions Landmark 
November 1, 1923 
submitted by Clarice Mills 


Diggin' For Davises is a bimonthly newsletter compiled by 
Richard R. Dietz, 10528 Lower Azusa Rd. #162, El Monte, CA 
91731-1296. A subscription is $10 per year. Contact Richard via 
email at rdietz@greenheart.com or on the web at http:// 
www. greenheart.com/rdietz. 

This publication has begun a serialized listing of all known 
individuals with the surname Davis who lived in North Carolina 
between 1660 and 1899 and has over 5,600 entries. 


As we gain experience as researchers we learn ways to find 
results more quickly and efficiently. One way to speed up find- 
ing the results you want is to use periodicals. As most of us in 
this area come from English/Virginian ancestry we have discov- 
ered old standbys such as The William & Mary Quarterly which 
often has wonderful nuggets of information that you probably 
wouldn't find in years of reading microfilm. But how can you 
find other periodicals without a lot of driving? 

The answer is PERSI which stands for the PERiodical Source 
Index, compiled by the Allen County (Indiana) Public Library. 
Trees of Wilson is included in this index as Allen County is a 
subscriber to our newsletter. Persi has been available for a while 
through major public, academic and genealogical libraries and 
in LDS Family History Centers on microfiche. The index is now 
available as a searchable database on the web to Ancestry Home- 
Town Library subscription cardholders at http://www.ancestry. 
com/home/library/atbtpersi.htm. Later it will be published by 
Ancestry on CD-ROM. Subscriptions to the Ancestry online ser- 
vice cost $4.95 per month or $49.95 per year. 

The index catalogs thousands of titles, listing every article ac- 
cording to locality, family (surname) and/or research methodol- 
ogy. Persi does not index every name in every article, nor does it 
include the full text of articles. Allen County Public Library can 
supply photocopies of any article indexed in Persi. 

Allen County Public Library may be reached at P.O. Box 
2270, Ft. Wayne, IN 46801-2270. 


Social Security Lookups 


You may find it helpful to trace a recent ancestor via his or her 
social security record. Cards were issued as early as 1937. Many 
older people got cards during WWII for the purpose of partici- 
pating in government activities. All servicemen and women 
were issued social security numbers. 

The original application (SS-5) contains useful information: 
name, address, occupation, parents (including mother's maiden 
name). If you know the social security number of a deceased an- 
cestor, get a form SSA-L997 from your local social security of- 
fice. Strike out the word "Extract" because you want a copy of 
the original record, not the computerized printout. Then request 
a copy of the actual SS-5 from Social Security Administration, 
Office of Central Records Operations, Baltimore, MD 21201. 

You can obtain a departed ancestor's social security number 
from a death certificate, hospital records, funeral homes, ceme- 
teries, insurance policies or the computerized data CD-ROM at 
any LDS Family History Center or from Broderbund issued as 
part of their Family Tree Maker support services. 

You can also search for a social security number on the web at 
http://www.ancestry.com/. 

If your search is still not fruitful, you may then contact Free- 
dom of Information Officer, 4-H-8 Annex Building, 6401 Secu- 
rity Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21235, providing as much infor- 
mation as you can along with proof of death. The charge is 
$16.50 each (checks payable to Social Secury Administration). 
Ask for copies of all papers in any existing claim file. 
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Theophilus Edwards Family Bible, by Hugh B. Johnston 


Although the date and place of publication, as well as the name and address of the present owner, of the old Edwards 
family Bible were not placed in the North Carolina Department of Archives with the photostatic copies of the pages of 
family records, we are still fortunate that these valuable statistics have survived from Greene County whose early wills 
and deeds were destroyed in a fire. Edwards is a rather common surname in eastern North Carolina, but this particular 
group were in Ante-Bellum days both wealthy and active in public affairs. 


Theophilus Edwards, son of Thomas and Mary Edwards, was born on February 14, 1765, and died on September 7, 
1834. On August 2, 1797, he married Elizabeth Sheppard, daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth Sheppard. She 
was born on October 15, 1780, and died on February 27, 1864. 
1. Mary W. Edwards was born on October 15, 1798, and died on November 3, 1863. She married J.[ames] 
G.[lasgow] Sheppard. 
a. Elizabeth Ann Catharine Sheppard was born on January 12, 1833. 
2. Benjamin S.[heppard] Edwards was born on May 10, 1800. 
3. Catharine Edwards was bom on March 21, 1806. She marned (1) Titus Holliday, and 
(2) William A.[ugustus] Darden [son of Abraham Darden and Sarah Westbrook]. 
a. Ann Elizabeth Titus Holliday was born on February 28, 1824. 
b. Julia [Ann] Catharine [Priscilla] Darden was born on December 10, 1827. 
4. Thomas W. Edwards was born on January 14, 1809. 
5. Ann Edwards was bor on March 22, 1811. 
6. Theophilus Thomas Edwards was born on March 25, 1813. 
7. Winifred Edwards was born on March 15, 1815, and died on February 11, 1879. She married Drewry A. Sugg who 
was born on September 7, 1817, and died on September 23, 1893. 
a. Mary Ann Sugg was born on March 21, 1847, and died on July 15, 1906. On December 20, 1866, she marned 
J.[ames] H.[enry] Albritton who died on May 17, 1874. 
b. James Thomas Sugg was born on October 26, 1849 [and died in May 1921]. 
c. Martha Elizabeth Sugg was born on September 23, 1853. [Married March 24, 1880 J. T. H. Harper.] 
8. James Madison Edwards was born on June 15, 1817. 
9. James Glasgow Edwards was born on September 9, 1819, and died on February 19. 1850. [He married March 26, 
1840, Alice Saunders (1822-1865). She married (2nd) on January 10, 1854, Dr. John Harvey.] 
[Children of James Glasgow Edwards and Alice Saunders: 
a. Theophilus, born 1841. 
b. Catharine Ann (Kate), born July 3, 1842. She attended Salem with her first cousin, Josephine Edwards 
(Lawrence). 
c. Robert Absolom Edwards, born May 18, 1844, died February 28, 1905. He married February 1, 1866, Mary 
A. Wilkerson. They had eleven children. 
d. James M. Edwards, born 1848.] 


Ann Haywood died on February 18, 1866, in her 90th year. Although her relationship was not stated, she must have 
| been an aunt of the children named above. Nancy Ann Sheppard had married William Henry Haywood, Sr. 


Colonel Benjamin Sheppard Edwards’s (Justice of the Peace) Bible is not known to have survived, and the once exten- 

| Sive graveyard on the Marshburn Farm in Greene County is reported to have been dynamited and to be now in very poor 
condition with many tombstones mutilated or lost. He probably died in 1857. October 1822? he married Jemima Powell 

| (February 9, 1803-June 22, 1855), duaghter of Roderick J. Powell. A brief preliminary record of their children may be of 
interest. 

1. Lavinia Edwards was born in 1824. [She attended Salem College July 23, 1840 until February 12, 1841.] 

| 2. Sarah E. Edwards was born on August 25, 1825 [in Greene County, N. C.]. [She attended Salem College.] On Febru 

| ary 10, 1848, married Richard Hines Blount, [of Pitt County, N. C.], son of Allen Blount and wife Esther 
Johnston Carr, 


| 
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Edwards Bible, continued 


3. Mary Eugenia Edwards was bor in February 1827 in Greene County, N. C. She marrned William Carr Blount, 
brother of Richard Hines Blount [and a lowyer and teacher]. [She died in Florida. William Carr Blount died about 
1881, in South Carolina. He had attended Wake Forest College in 1844-46 where he studied law. ] 

4. Marcellus J. Edwards was born in 1828. He married about 1850 (1) Julia A. Darden and (2) Virginia 


a. Catherine “Katie” Edwards was born on May 10, 1851, and died on June 24, 


1856. 


5. Roderick Powell Edwards was born in 1836? and married Sallie A. P. . In 1860 they were living near Wilson, 


NIG 
6. James Edwards was born in 1839. 


7. Josephine Edwards was born Sept. 2, 1841, near Snow Hill, and died on June 10, 1921, in her apartment at 993 Park 
Avenue in New York City. After attending Salem College 1855-1857, she married at Wilson, N. C., on May 3, 
1859, Dr. Joseph Joshua Lawrence, A. M., M. D., son of Bennett Barrow Lawrence and wife Martha Ann 
Frances Knight of Edgecombe and Nash Counties. He was born on January 28, 1836, and died on March 14, 
1909. He was widely known during his lifetime as the editor and publisher of the Medical Brief, but he made his 
many millions of dollars and will be remembered by posterity principally because of his development of the Lister 


ine formula. 


8. Virginia C. Edwards, born 1846 [in Greene County, N. C. She never married and lived with a niece, daughter of 
William C. Blount and Mary Edwards. She was buried on the old George P. Hall farm, Mount Olive, N. C.] 
9. Benjamin F. Edwards, born 1848. [He was living in Wilson, N. C., in 1860 with sister Sarah E. Bount.] 


Colonel Thomas Edwards, obviously a brother of Theophilus Edwards, was also buried under a tombstone that still sur- 
vives in the old Edwards Graveyard in Greene County. He was born on February 4, 1753, and was murdered by one of his 


slaves on June 23, 1816. 


In another Edwards cemetery in Greene County are tombstones of Mary Ann E. Edwards, wife of Colonel Dempsey Ed- 
wards. She died on April 15, 1852, aged 22 years. Dempsey Edwards married (2nd) on July 14, 1853, Elizabeth A. C. 


Sheppard. 


Transcribed by Sue E. Powell as closely as possible from a document in Hugh Johnston’s Edwards family file. His origi- 
nal typed document had many handwritten notations added, and those and additional information from another source 


which had been attached are indicated by [ ]. 


Coleman Records from Hugh Johnston's files 


Aaron Coleman, son of Charles Coleman, Jr. and wife 

On October 20, 1769, Aaron Coleman and Isham O’Neal wit- 
nessed the will of Alexander Bassford of Edgecombe County, 
North Carolina (Williams & Griffin, p. 24). 

On May 7, 1795, Aaron Coleman and John Williams were 
executors named in the will of James Brown, and Stephen Cole- 
man was a witness (Williams & Griffin, p. 53). 

Aaron Coleman made his will in Edgecombe County on July 
6, 1796, and it was probated in February Court, 1800: (1) wife 
and executrix Harde Coleman, plantation, 3 slaves, silver 
tankard, set of large silver spoons, set of silver teaspoons, all 
household and kitchen furniture, plantation utensils, stock; to 
sell blacksmith tools and watch to pay debts against estate; (2) 
Bartholemew Brown, shop joiner’s tools and silver tools; (3) 
Frederick Philips, executor: (4) witnesses Brown Edwards and 
William Bryant (Williams & Griffin, p. 80). 

Aaron Coleman was perhaps the first silversmith known to 
have had a shop in Edgecombe County. 

Harde Coleman made her will in Edgecombe County on Octo- 
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ber 18, 1807, and it was probated in November Court, 1807: (1) 
kinswoman Nancy Edwards, 3 slaves, 6 tablespoons, 12 silver 
teaspoons, silver tankard, pine chest, black walnut chest, all 
wearing apparel, pair of silver shoe buckles, gold brooch, 2 
rugs, half the residue; (2) kinsman Bartholemew Browne, pair 
of gold sleeve buttons, desk, watch, table and what is on it, half 
the residue, and reversional half-interest in Nancy’s slaves; (3) 
Patience _est Dixon, half the reversional interest in half 
Nancy’s slaves if latter dies without issue; (4) executors Fred- 
erick Philips and Dempsey Bryan; (5) witnesses Richard S. 
Hart and Green Dixon (Williams & Griffin, pp. 80/81). 


Call for Contributed Material for Trees 
We rely heavily on materials sent to us by members 
for inclusion in this newsletter. At present the supply 
of unpublished items has reached a low level and we 
need more material for future issues. Open up that 
typewriter and share your research efforts. 





| 
| 


September 1997 | 


Hooks vs Peacock, submitted by Grace Turner 


Samuel Perkins & Others 
vs 
Barny Peacock & Lovet Peacock party deft. as Garnishee 


In penderance to the annexed Commision to us the underassigned directed all 
the parties being present to take the deposition of Lewis Martin in the County of Wayne at the 
Store of Bunyan Barnes near Black Creek and the Said Lewis Martin having been duly Sworn 
deposeth as follows Nov’ 27 1844 


Question by the defendant 

did you see a bill of Sale Executed to me Lovet Peacock by Barny Peacock 
Answer I did in Noy’ 1843 in the State of Georgia in the County of Twiggs 
Question Did you pay Barny Peacock one hundred dollars for me Lovet Peacock 
An’ I did and he Barny Peacock Said before the payment of the hundred dollars that was the 
ballance due him for negro boy Bardin from Lovet Peacock 
Question Did I Lovet Peacock give you Lewis Martin my note for one hundred dollars dated 
the 4" Dec’ 1843 for payment of the negro boy Bardin 
Answer You did and has paid the afore Said note 
Question Do you know of Barny Peacockes buying a horse of me Lovet Peacock 
An’ He had a horse in possession which Lovet Peacock carriade to Georgia 
Question Do you know of me Lovet Peacock selling Barny Peacock beds 
An’ I know he had no beds untill Lovet got there and I Saw beds Lovet carriade there put in 
the possession of Barny Peacock 
Question Did you hear Barny Peacock Say that he was indebted to me previous to my going 
to Georgia : 
An’ I heard him Say that Lovet Peacock & James Martin Should not loose any thing by him 
Question Do you know of me Lovet Peacock owning any property at this time in Georgia 
An’ I do not 


Question by the plantiff 
At what time was this money paid by Lovet Peacock to you Lewis Martin 
An’ I think it was either in Feb’ or March 1844 
Question Do you know of your own knowledge of any more moneys being paid only the 
hundred Dollars for negro boy Bardin 
An’ I cannot Say that I do 
Question Did you hear Barny Peacock Say he was indebted to Lovet Peacock and side of what 
he was in the deed in Trust 
An’ I never heard him Say any thing about it 
Question Why did you pay Barny Peacock the Hundred dollars for Lovet Peacock 
An’ Because he kneeded the money before Lovet could Send it to him 
Question Do you know who wrote the bill of Sale for boy Bardin 
An‘ I do not 
And further this deponent Sayeth not , 
Taken and subscribed _ Lewis Martin 
before us this 27" No’ 1844 
Benj* Aycock JP 
Theo JP 
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Hooks vs Peacock, continued 


State of North Carolina 

Wayne County Joshua Barnes, Saml. Perkins, & Joshua Barnes Jo" Pike, 
and Major Copeland are Planitiffs against Barney Peacock defendant & Lovett Peacock is party 
defendant as Garnishee Defendant. ‘We have caused to come before us at the House of Lewis 
Martin in the State of Georgia Twiggs County on the first day of January Eighteen Hundred 
& Forty five. 
Kinchen Martin, James Martin, Stephen Love, Phillip Watson, Polly Ann Peacock, Henry H. 
Davis-- 
First Kinchen Martin deposeth that Lovett Peacock paid him two Hundred Dollars for Barny 
Peacock, which was the understanding the said money was in part for Boy Bardin, also one 
Sorrel Horse. 
Second James Martin deposeth, that he knowed Lovett Peacock held a note agt. his Father 
Barney Peacock for Seventy or Eighty dollars, also the understanding was that Lov‘ Peacock 
bought the chief part of what the whole of the Family subsisted on from the 16" of March until 
some time in October following and I was to to send One Hundred dollars to Georgia for the 
purpose of paying in part for said boy Bardin, provided it was his request by letter or other 
wise. 
Third Stephen Love, deposeth he came to Georgia with Lovett Peacock, and that said L. 
Peacock paid the expenses while on the road from N. Carolina to said Georgia 
Also that he brought two Beds and furniture which he bought of the above s* Barney Peacock 
previous to his starting to the said Georgia. 
Fourth Phillip Watson deposeth, that he came with Lovett Peacock from North Carolina and 
he understood Lovett Peacock did bear the expenses of all, along, & had two Beds & furniture 
and the number of the Family Eight, N. Carolina and that the said Lovett Peacock was at the 
expense of the whole except two to Georgia, during the trip from North Carolina to the above 
stated Georgia the lime lost by s* Lovett, Eight months, and all above a true statement, 
Which the whole was for the payment of the Boy Bardin above mentioned 
The Fifth H.H. Davis Deposeth that 
I heard L. Peacock proffer to Lend his Father Barney Peacock a certin Sum of Mony coming 
from William Dickison to Lovet Peacock I also heard the Said L Peacock Say that his father did 
Receved the Money & I heard Barny Peacock Say that he did Receave that Money from the 
Said Dickison that Dickison oad to the Said L Peacock the witness further States that Barney 
Peacock did Receive the Money Preaves to the Said Barny Peacock leaving North Carlina the 
witness ferther States that Lovit Peacock had no Idey of Barney Peacock leaving North Carlina 
when he let his Father have the Mony 
The Sixth Polley An Peacock Deposeth that the Said Lovet Peacock did By for the family of 
Barney Peacock Cloathing that they ware oblige to have which amounted to Sixteen Dollars 27 
cents to the Best of her nowlede 
The first K Martin further States that Barney Peacock is in possession and has got a good & 
suffessing tile to the Said peace of Land that the Said Lovet Peacock Money Paid for 
The answers sworn to before us this 1" day of January 1845 
William Fitzpatrick J. P. (seal) 
Thomas Baton Com (seal) 
Daniel T Epps Com (seal) 


Source: Wayne County, North Carolina Civil Action Papers, 1846-1848. C. R. 103.325.35. 
Hooks vs Peacock folder. Much more in folder. 


| 
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New Members Members’ Queries 


Catherine H. Hardy. 6514 Oakland Ave, Riverdale, MD Clark/Bynum: Seeking information about John H. Clark. an 
20737. Tel: 301-982-0337. Names: Hardy, Harper, Shalling- — African American born in Wilson ca 1864, son of Henry Clark 
ton. and Flora Latham, reportedly the first "colored" mail carrier in 
Donna Flake. 134 Partridge Rd, Wilmington NC, 28412. Wilson (listed as such in 1920 census). John married Ida__ and 
Email: dbf] Amed.unc.edu. Tel: 910-799-7969. Names: had a daughter Flora. In his letters to my grandmother, Lula 
Barnes, Branch, Davis, Gay Wilkins, John mentions Lula'a mother Nellie Bynum. They were 
Robert C. McAdams. 1382 Enola Road, Morganton, NC probably related but I'm unsure of the actual connection. Deborah 
28655. Vles, 51 Priest St, San Francisco, CA 94109.(member since 1993) 
Michelle & Al Parker, PO Box 905, Elm City, NC 27822. Jackson: Looking for info about parents/wives of William Jack- 
TeL; 236-4827. Names: Parker, Hackney, Drake, Haywood, _son, listed in 1850 census in Edgecombe Co. He and Elizabeth 
Telfair. were listed with 4 children; Oren 16, William 14, Mary 13, Amos 


12. If Elizabeth was his wife, was she his first? Did he have other 
A Poem for us All, from the RootsWeb children? Who were his parents? Clyde Colbert, 117 Hickory 


Ridge Rd, Chespeake, VA 23322. clycolbert@aol.com (member 


The Elusive Ancestor since 1997) 
, Joyner: Seeking the father of Exum Joyner (born around 1750) 
I went searching for an ancestor. I cannot find him still. (mentioned in Nash, Green & Sampson Counties) and who is also 


He moved around from place to place and did not leave a will. the grandfather of Amos Joyner (born 1812). Exum Joyner is not 
He married where a courthouse burned. He mended all his the same person as Exum L. Joyner, born later. Tiffany Roberson, 


fences. 908 Onslow Dr, Greensboro, NC 27408. luvwookie@msn.com 
He avoided any man who came to take the U.S. Census. (member since 1997) 
He always kept his luggage packed, this man who had no September Quiz - Who was it named for? 
fame. ae 
And every 20 years or so, this rascal changed his name. Name the persons for whom these localities were named 
1. Bailey's Mill 


His parents came from Europe. They should be upon some list 


Of passengers to U.S.A., but somehow they got missed. 2. Barnes’ Mill 


3. Brand Swamp 


And no one else in this world is searching for this man. 4. ELS Mill 
So, I play geneasolitaire to find him if I can. 5. Bynum's Mill 
I'm told he's buried in a plot, with tombstone he was blessed; © Cefare Post Office 


B ; August answers: 
ut the weather took engraving, and some vandals took the 1 Rt 264 W. at Reed Thee 


aot 2. Rt. 42 Wat Rt. 581 
: ; 3. Rt. 1002 between Wilbanks and Town Creek 
He died before the county clerks decided to keep records. 4. Rt. 1109 NW of Lucama 
No Family Bible has emerged, in spite of all my efforts. 5. Rt. 1129 NW of Rock Ridge 
To top it off this ancestor, who caused me many groans, 6. Rt. 1438 NE of Elm City 
Just to give me one more pain, betrothed a girl named JONES. 
fe a New Books 
by Merrell Kenworthy Guide to Research Materials in the North Carolina State 


Archives: County Records. 363 pages, paperbound, May 1997. 
Overheard in the Virginia Archives from a tiny white-haired $15 + tax + $3 s&h. The is the eleventh revised edition with many 


lady, obviously making a great effort to find the elusive ances- major advancements in accuracy and standardization since the 

tor. 1988 edition. Description of records for each NC county housed in 
"I've spent three days looking for this man and I have to go the State Archives as of May 1, 1997. Over 9,000 bound volumes, 
back to Texas tomorrow. My husband just won't stand another 21,000 boxes of loose records and 24,000 rolls of microfilm are 
minute here. I declare, I just can't wait to get up there," point- available. Order from State Archives, 109 East Jones Street, 

ing skyward, "so I can find this rascal and say to him, ‘Where Raleigh. NC 27601-2816, 





WERE you in 1800!'" Suggested fees for Library Genealogy Room Assistants 
itor (based on 15 minute time blocks as no researcher can say anthing in less 
than 15 minutes) 


There's n ! 
are ae a 310 -seert pgp wry mao 
in un t ars 1 $25 - assistant interjects Oh, Really from time to time 
UP 2 heir ASL ctl ty8ct $50 - assistant will ask one or two intelligent questions 
Any family tree produces lemons, nuts and bad apples. $100 - two assistants will listen attentively and express amazement. 
American Libraries, April 1984 
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____ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went 
to Other States. (59 pages, perfect binding. A manuscript 
from the files of Hugh B. Johnston, edited and indexed by 
Grace W. Tumer. September 1997). $15.00 


Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860 
(includes all six schedules; every name index; 221 pages; 


Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, May 1993) $25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870 
(includes all five schedules; every name index; 390 pages; 
Perfect binding; abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by 
Reese Ferrell and Joan L. Howell, March 1994) $25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume | (244 cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) 
$25.00 


____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume Il (75 cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions; 389 
pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited 
by Sue Evans Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) 
$25.00 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Vol- 
ume Ill (121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 
350 pages; Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, 
edited by Sue Evans Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 


NC residents. Total of items ordered . Shipping 


WCGS Publications Order Form 





Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $2.50. Shipping costs for maps is $2.50 for 1-4 items. Add 6% sales tax for 


1995) $25.00 
___ Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for com- 
puter genealogy programs (PAF, Brother's Keeper, Kith & 
Kin, others) of over 8500 Wilson County individuals from 
the earliest settlers, all linked by birth or marriage. $10.00 
____ Trees of Wilson. Back issues of the Newsletter from 
1/1992. Price varies with issue. We invoice then ship upon 
receipt of payment. Issues wanted? 

Wilson County Maps as listed below 

____ Historical Map: old county lines, waterways, early 
roads, towns & post offices, township boundaries. Edited 

by Sue E. Powell from a Hugh Johnston map. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #1. N-S, Virginia line to Tar- 
boro, W-E, Whitakers to Murfreesboro. Geographic details, 
extensive names of residents. From NC Archives. $5.00 
____ Confederate Field Map #2. Continuation of #1 above, 
S. to Neuse River, W-E, Wilmington/Weldon RR to Wash- 
ington, NC. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #3. Enlarged portion of part of 
area covered by #2 above, similar details but other resi- 
dents named. Includes Black Creek, Stantonsburg, 
Saratoga, Nahunta, Pikeville, Speight's Bridge. $5.00 

____ Confederate Field Map #4. Continuation of map #3 
above S. to Neuse River, includes Goldsboro. $5.00 

___ Town of Wilson, 1872. block by block details by E. B. 
Mayo, redrawn by F. T. Green & Assoc. $5.00 

___ Town of Wilson, 1882. Block by block details by 
Gray.$5.00 












Sales Tax Total Enclosed 


Ship to: Street 
City __ State Zip 
Telephone: 


O Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $15 for personal membership (we will send details) 


Member Proxy Voting Form. Please return to WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894 by October 27, 1997 
YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM NOW! 


Name 


Signature: 


I certify that I am a current member of WCGS and cast my one and only vote as follows: 


O for the slate of officers as nominated and described on page one of this newsletter. 


0 for the following persons for the office(s) indicated: 
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A Note on the Hugh Johnston Project: 
on this project. After recovering from 

3 statement. First, I 
President's 
Message 

who unanimously 
Archives agreed. Area genealogists all 
where is the problem? It turns out to 
knew it. Hugh seems to have been 
We plan to continue the Hugh 


We were recently told by a member of 
the Society that we are wasting our time 
this accusation, I proceeded to try to 
determine why anyone would make this 
consulted officials at 
the NC State Library 
agreed that Hugh's work is considered 
to be invaluable. Officials in NC State 
stated that Hugh's work 1s the 4 
foundation for our local genealogy. So 
have come from the local college during 
the destruction of that institution as we 
discredited as part of a campaign to 
"modernize" the college. 
Johnston project as it seems to be well 
accepted by most family historians. 


Henry Powell 

‘Highlights of This Issue | 
| eimily Connections ..................00....0000- Z 
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moidiers in War of 1812....................... 3 
Betting Your Ancestors ................00.... 3 
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oct [Tae eee 4 
| Edgecombe Road Petition .................... 5 
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\Semproneus Holden .................00-00000000. 9 
Beton HOM n1 22.2 ee 9 
September Minutes ....................00000+ 10 
\British Occupations .........0...0.cceecceesee: 10 
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Meet OUIZ. ea cll 1] 
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October 28 Meeting 


WCGS Member Sarah Scott Kirby has 
recently completed a personal project on 
the Civil War era in Wayne County. She 
will present a report at our October meet- 
ing. We will also have a computer avail- 
able with the full Wilson County Connec- 
tions file of about 14,000 names so that 
interested members may check to see the 
list of their local relatives. The largest ex- 
ample to date is a Woodard query which 
produced forty-five pages of relatives. 
This is also the official balloting night for 
the election of 1998 officers. 


| 1998 Officer Elections 


At the September meeting the nominat- 
ing committee announced the selection of 
the following individuals as their nomi- 
nees for 1998 officers. There were no 
nominations from the floor. 

President: Sue Evans Powell 

Vice President: Carroll Arthur 
Secretary Treasurer: Henry Powell 
Board: Jesse Joyner 

Please vote by proxy on page 12, by E- 
Mail to ancestor@prodigy.net, or by bal- 
lot on Oct. 28. Ballots will be counted by 
Paul Darden, present Board Member. 


Fall Tour Cancelled Membership Campaign 


It was with regret that the Colonial 
Roads and Homesteads Tour of Lower 
Edgecombe (now Wilson) County was 
cancelled for lack of sufficient advance 
reservations. 

The Society simply does not have funds 
to cover a loss from a tour, therefore it 
was imperative to cancel. The minimum 
number of tickets required was 30; we fell 
short by eleven seats. 

Most ticket holders have asked that we 
hold their reservation payment to be ap- 
plied against the replacement tour, which 
has not yet been scheduled. Your Board 
will consider this matter at their regular 
4th quarter meeting. 


Johnston Book Sales Good 


Our latest publication, They Moved 
Away - North Carolinians Who Went to 
Other States, taken from the files of Hugh 
B. Johnston Jr., edited and indexed by 
Grace Turner, is priced at $15 + tax + 
$2.50 shipping and handling. Orders dur- 
ing the first month have been strong, with 
about 1/4 of the copies sold. There are no 
plans to reprint this book, but there are 
plans to issue further volumes in a series. 
There is an order form on page twelve. 


According to WCGS Bylaws. a new 
member joining as of October 1 will re- 
ceive the two remaining issues of Trees 
for the current year, as well as all ten is- 
sues for the coming year. 

As a matter of practice we have ac- 
cepted new memberships under this pro- 
vision through November. 

We have a particular reason for wanting 
to build the membership in the last 
months of this year. We have applied for 
Federal non-profit status and hope for a 
favorable ruling by the end of the year. 
With this status we become eligible for a 
non-profit bulk mailing permit which 
only applies to mailings of 200 or more 
pieces. Membership currently stands at 
about 155, so we would benefit by an in- 
crease of 45 members within the next two 
months. 

With dues remaining at $15 for single 
membership, this makes a very reasonable 
early holiday gift for a friend or relative, 
one which they can enjoy for all of the 
following year as well. We will send a 
special announcement letter with greet- 
ings of the season announcing member- 
ship as a gift from you. 

And while you're writing your check, 
don't forget to include your own renewal! 
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This newsletter is published by the Wilson 
County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 802, 
Wilson, NC 27894-0802. Telephone 919-237- 
1250. Internet (US GenWeb): 
http://www.txdirect.net/~hpeele/wilson.htm. 

Trees is published monthly except for De- 
cember and July. An annual index is pub- 
lished as part of the March issue. Member- 
ship is for a calendar year and includes a sub- 
scription to the ten issues published each year 
or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. The annual individual membership 
fee is $15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the 
members of WCGS are accepted for publica- 
tion at the discretion of the Editors and should 
pertain to families with connections in Wilson 
County and its neighboring and parent coun- 
ties. 

Queries are accepted and printed only from 
WCGS members. Queries should include full 
name(s), dates and geographic location, if 
known, of the person(s) for whom you seek 
information. 

Officers: 

President: Henry Powell 

Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 

Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 

Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese 

Ferrell. Katy Alford 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue Powell 

Regular Contributors: Grace Turner, 

J. Robert Boykin III 
Committees: 

Library Services Coordinator: Joan 

Howell 

Library Assistants: Joan Howell, 

Janice Sharpe 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Wilson County Genealogical Maps: Sue 

Powell 

Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 

Bible Records: Paul Darden 

Internet Queries: Terri Menzel 

Programs: Deborah Mitchell, Carol Forbes, 

Mary Helen Schaubhuth 
Please send changes to WCGS, PO Box 802, 
Wilson, NC 27894. 

The Newsletter is mailed with first-class 
postage to subscribers of record at the date of 
mailing. 
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Family Histories: Members of WCGS 
are encouraged to prepare their own 
family histories to submit for shelving 
in the Genealogy Room at the Wilson 
County Public Library. We recently re- 
ceived a history of the Bass Family of 
Black Creek, prepared by Ed Bass of 
Columbia, SC (born in Black Creek), 
which is the subject of this month's col- 
umn. 

The family line begins with 
Humphrey Basse. Born in France, 
Humphrey fled the Huguenot protestant 
persecution there in the late 1500s, and 
settled in London where he was listed in 
local parish records as a Habadasher, 
French Merchant and Girdler. He had 
two sons, Nathaniel (b. about 1587) and 
Samuel. 

Nathaniel Basse and wife Mary Jor- 
dan (possibly a daughter of Samuel Jor- 
dan) came to Virginia in 1619 with the 
puritan Christopher Lawne and soon 
after their arrival at Jamestown, moved 
across the James River to a new settle- 
ment beside a creek still known as 
Lawnes Creek. In 1621, Captain Basse 
(as Nathaniel became known) estab- 
lished another plantation of some 400 
acres in the same neighborhood on the 
banks of the Pagan River which he 
named Basse's Choise [sic]. 

Captain Basse returned to London 
later that year, along with his wife, to 
recruit more settlers for his plantation. 
During his absence the horrible Good 
Friday massacre occurred in which local 
Indians slaughtered hundreds of the En- 
glish settlers. Nathaniel and Mary had 
left their young children, John (age 6) 
and others, with a nursemaid, and it is 
thought that the children survived by 
being rescued by friendly Nasimun 


Division of Dew Estate 


| 


On December 18, 1862, by Court Or- 
der of October, 1862, Commissioners 
Edwin Morre, A. J. Barefoot, and H. W. 
Peele divided the real estate of the late 
Larry dew, 584 acres on Contentnea 
Creek and Reed Branch "after taking 
out the Rail Road": (1) Nancy Dew, 60 
acres worth $1,200.00; (2) Arthur Dew, 
60 acres worth $1,320.00; (3) William 


Trees of Wilson 


Family Connections * September1997. Wilson Daily Times 


(Nansemond) Indians. Nathaniel went 
on to become a Burgess (legislator) and 
Governor's Councilor in Warrosquoy- 
acke (now Isle of Wight County) and 
left Basse's Choise to his twelve chil- 
dren. One of his daughters marned Pe- 
ter Knight who. in 1643. negotiated the 
sale of the plantation on behalf of the 
co-heirs to John Bland, a London mer- 
chant. The property passed through 
many hands and has recently come into 
the possession of a developer who is 
now building new luxury homes on this 
tranquil riverside site a few miles from 
Smithfield, Virginia. 

Nathaniel's brother, Samuel Basse. 
immigrated to Roxbury, Massachusetts 
in 1632, with wife and two children. He 
is an ancestor of Presidents John Adams 
and John Quincy Adams. 

John Basse, the son saved by the Indi- 
ans, later went to live with the friendly 
tribe, and was raised by their chief, 
Robin the Elder, who used the surname 
Tucker. In 1638, John married Robin's 
daughter, Keziah Elizabeth. John's fam- 
ily Bible still exists, dated 1665 
(Virginia State Archives). John died at 
83, in 1699, Keziah in 1676. Their chil- 
dren became hereditary chiefs of the 
tnbe and continue so to this day. 

One son, Nathaniel, became the first 
official resident of North Carolina when 
he built a fur trapper's cabin on the 
Albemarle Sound in about 1660. An- 
other son, William, is the ancestor of 
our local North Carolina line, through 
John, Edward, and Ephraim, who be- 
came a resident of Wayne County by 
about 1800. The line continues with 
Isaac Sr., Isaac, Jr., Jerry Roam, and 
Edward (the writer of the family his- 
tory). 


Dew, 60 acres worth $1,380.00; (4) 
George Washington Dew, 60 acres 

worth $1,980.00; (5) Willie Dew, 60 
acres worth $1,410.00: (6) Jonathan | 
Dew 71 acres worth $1,420.00; (7) John | 
Dew, 71 acres worth $1,278.00; (8) 
David Dew, 71 acres worth $887.50; 
and (9) Moses Dew, 71 acres worth : 
$710.00.(Wilson County Deed Book 24, 
p.106) 





source: Hugh Johnston Records | 
| 
October 1997 


AREA SOLDIERS IN THE WAR OF 1812 


Of the surviving War of 1812 Vouchers among the Trea- 
surer s and Comptroller’s Papers in the North Carolina Depart- 
ment of Archives, only those from Wayne County survive that 
contain several names of interest to Wilson County, while 
Vouchers from our parent counties of Edgecombe. Johnston, and 
Nash have not survived. (Do not despair, because these counties 
are covered by other types of surviving War of 1812 records.) 
Wilson County natives with ancestry south of Contentnea Creek 
may wish to glance over the list that I have compiled of the War 
of 1812 Vouchers from Wayne County. 


John Aideans _ Lunceford Flowers William Medlin 
John Ammans Jesse Floyd George Mitchel 
William Bass John Forrell John Molton 
William Bell Joseph Fulghum John Musgrave 
Daniel Bennett Joel Harrell Kinchen Peacock 
Charles Benson William Harwell Lewis Pipkin 

Ralph Bird John Hatchel Burwell Rouse 

John Brogdon Mathew Hayes Levy Skipper 

Josiah Brown William Herring Benjamin Strickling 
George Collins John Hines James Strickling 


Barnabas B. Cotton Enos Holland Joseph Taylor 


Matthew Daniel Lt. Phillip Hooper _ Stephen Thomas 
Jacob Elders John Howell David Thompson 
Jeremiah B. Faby Woodard Howell Capt. David Wasdon 
Robert Falkner John Killet Ensign Hatch Whitfield 
Frederick Flowers Ulley Lewis Lt. Needham Whitfield 
Harrel Flowers Daniel McDaniel Morris Wise 


source: Hugh Johnston records 


Netting Your Ancestors 


Hot off the press -- Netting Your Ancestors -- written by Cindi 
Howells, the master of the award winning website called 
| "Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet". 
) Many of us enjoy thrashing around on the Internet, finding our 
way from one place to another like wandering in a strange new 
| Store without a clue where anything is located. However, if you 
_are not blessed with second sight or an adventuresome spirit, 
then you will find Cyndi's common sense down-to-earth guide to 
save you lots of wasted effort in climbing a learning curve that 
| you didn't want to climb. 

There are several major sections: (1) using E-Mail; (2) Mail- 
ing Lists and Newsgroups; and (3) the World Wide Web where 
_ you get lots of tips and techniques for successful web surfing. 
The book is available from Genealogical Publishing Company, 
1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore, MD 21202. 1-800-296-6687 or 
http://www. genealogical.com/. 
You may view the table of contents of Netting Your Ancestors 
/as well as having access to 24,000 links to genealogical sites 
(including WCGS, of course) at Cindi's List at 
http://www.oz.net/~cyndihow/sites. htm. 
_ While you are surfing, you might want to look at information 
on the World Genweb Project (WCGS is part of the US Gen- 
web). Take the Grand Tour at 
http://www.dsenter.com/worldgenweb/index. html 








October 1997 
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Using Census Schedules 


Federal census schedules. available from 1790 to 1920. are 


| important records for tracing your family. They provide clues as 


to when and where ancestors were born. along with various ad- 


| ditional data. However, there are some false assumptions that 


researchers sometimes make in using these records. 


| ¢ Don't assume that any or all of the information in the census 
| records is correct. The enumerator may have asked the neigh- 


bors. Your ancestor could have misunderstood various ques- 
tions. Math skills of many census takers were poor, to say the 
least. Verify all census information with other sources! 

* Don't assume the children belong to the couple they are enu- 
merated with (unless relationships are specified). They may be 
nieces and nephews, grandchildren, or even unrelated. Enumer- 
ators often got carried away with ditto marks. 

* Don't assume the children are those of the wife listed. They 
may be, but often are not. Men have been known to marry 
women with the same given name. Always search for marriage 
records. Re-marriage was frequent as many women died in 
childbirth, leaving the father with young children to care for. 
His solution was to find a wife -- and quickly! 

* Don't assume that all the people listed in the families on the 
1790-1840 censuses are related. They could have been 
farmhands or miscellaneous relatives living with the family. 
Often, several families resided together. 

* Don't assume that the head of the household is dead if not 
listed with the family. The "old folks" may have gone to live 
with a son or daughter. Search for them in the homes of their 
children. 

¢ Don't assume a person was living at the time of the census. 
The enumerator was instructed to take down the names of the 
family as it was composed on the official date of the census, not 
the day of the visit. Official dates were: First Monday in August 
for 1790-1820; June 1 for 1830-1880; first Monday in June for 
1890 (most of this census was destroyed by fire in 1921); June 1 
for 1900; April 15 for 1910; and January 1 for 1920. 


Enumerations were generally done by townships. Pay atten- 
tion to the township in which you find your ancestors. 


The page numbers used for indexing of census schedules are 
the stamped numbers that appear on every other page. These 
numbers are missing from a few records, in which case there 
should be a handwritten number. Always check the pages before 
and after the stamped one. 

Adapted from Missing Links by Myra Vanderpool Gormley 


[Carctins Golds suis ina aaanAaeNRNS 


The term "Carolina Golde" may be unfamiliar today, but it 
meant a great deal to Carolina cooks more than 250 years ago. 
It was used to denote the highly desirable type of rice grown in 
the low-lying marsh lands of North and South Carolina, where 


rice became a major agricultural business. 
Raleigh News & Observer, 10/97 
[Editor: Arkansas, Texas & California are our main present-day sources] 
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ABIGAIL PEELLE AND JOSEPH JINNETI 


Abigail “Abba” Peelle, daughter of Robert Peelle and wife | 
Charity Dickinson, was born on March 1, 1761, in Northampton 
County, North Carolina, and appears to have died on November 
15, 1806, in Wayne County. On June 28, 1780, she married 
Joseph Jinnett. On July 15, 1780, she was dismissed by the Rich 
Square Monthly Meeting for having married out of the Quaker 
Society. They settled in Wayne County near the old Neuse 
Friends Church. 

Tradition says that he was brought to Norfolk from France by 
an uncle, was apprenticed to learn the baker’s trade, and came to 
Northampton County after he became free. However, this should 
be checked against the evidence of existing contemporary 
records. In the 1786 Tax List for Wayne County, he appeared 
with 400 acres of land. Shortly before February 13, 1808, at Con- 
tentnea Monthly Meeting, he married secondly Mary Ann Moore 
by whom he had four additional children whose descendants do 
not figure in the present history. 

Joseph Jinnett died on June 19, 1816. In the division of his es- 
tate on November 14, 1818, Commissioners John (X) Lane, 
Raiford Peacock, and Britton Hood allotted twenty-five acres 
each on the fork of the north and south prongs of Appletree 
Swamp to his twelve children and heirs: (1) Ashberry Jennette, 
(2) David Jennette, (3) William Jennette, (4) Matthew Jennette, 
(5) Needham Jennette, (6) Joab Jennette, (7) Judith Overman, 
(8) Elizabeth Musgrave, (9) Luanna Jennette, (10) Elsberry Jen- 
nette, (11) Salley Jennette, and (12) Abba Bizzell. (Wayne 
County, Record Book 4, pp. 215/216) 

The family Bible of Joseph and Abba Jinnett was printed at 
Edinburgh in MDCCLXXXVI and contains only the births of his 
first set of children. In the 1930’s it was discovered by providen- 
tial accident among the litter in a barn loft about one mile west 
of Pikeville in Wayne County. The finder was Hugh Buckner 
Johnston of Wilson, North Carolina, himself a descendant of 
Robert Peelle by his first wife named Elizabeth Edgerton, and he 
still has this treasured heirloom on a shelf of his library in the 
year 1980. 

Children of Joseph and Abba (Peelle) Jinnett: 

1. Elizabeth “Betsy” Jinnett was born on March 26, 1781. She 

married Uriah Granthamof Wayne County. 

a. David Grantham was born on January 15, 1849, and mar 
ried Polly Cox. 

. Charity Jinnett was born on November 22, 1782. She married 
Josiah Musgrave and has not yet been traced. 

. William Jinnett was born on April 17, 1784.* 

. David Jinnett was born on February 28, 1786.* 

. Matthew Jinnett was born on December 22, 1787. He married 
Sally Edmundson. 

a. Smithy Jinnett married Curtis Moore. 

. Judith “Judah” Jinnett was born on December 19, 1789. About 
November 4, 1807, she married Chalkley Overman, son of 
Aaron and Christiana Overman. He was born on December 2, 
1784. 

a. William Overman 
b. John Robert Overman 
c. Needham Overman married in 1834 Elvira Bizzell. 


> W 
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7. Abigail “Abba” Jinnett was born on September 2. 1792. About 
March 9, 1811. she marned non-Quaker Jesse Bizzell. 
a. Jesse Bizzell 
b. Elvira “Elvy” Bizzell marnied in 1834 Needham Overman. 
8. Joab Jinnett was born on February 19. 1795.* 
9. Needham Jinnett was born on August 28. 1796. He married 
Dorothy “Dolly” Futrell. 
a. Abigail “Abby” Jinnett married Crow. 
b. David Jinnett 


* Notations on this document indicate that there was additional 
information on these three children in Mr. Johnston’s files. It 
was not attached to this document. 

source: Hugh Johnston records 
{Editor: The following is a transcription of the actual family 
pages in the Bible referred to in the above record. ] 
MATTHEW JINNETT BIBLE 
Matthew Jinnett rote the 30th Day december 1808 
Joseph Jinnett and Abba Peele was Married the 28th Day of the 
6th Month 1780 
Their Daughter Betsy was Bornd the 26th Day of the 3th Month 
1781 
Their Daughter Charity was bornd the 22nd Day of the 11th 
Month 1782 
Their Son William was bornd the 17th Day of the 4th Month 
1784 
Their Son David was bon the 28th Day of the 2nd Month 1786 
Matthew Jennett Son of Joseph Jannett & Abba his Mother was 
bornd the 22nd day of the 12 month 1787 
Their Daughter Judal was Bornd the 19th day of the 11th Month 
1789 
Their Daughter Abba was Bornd the 2nd day of the 9th Month 
1792 


The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments: Edin- 
burgh MDCCLXXVI 
Newly Tranflated out of the Original Tongues; 

And with the former TRANSLATIONS Diligently 

Compared and Revifed, By His Majesty’s Special 

Command. Appointed to be read in Churches. 


Printed by the Assigns of Alexander Kincaid, His Majefty’s 
Printer. 


Transcribed as closely as possible from the Bible in the posses- 
sion of the Hugh Buckner Johnston Estate. Mr. Johnston found it 
in an old farm out building in several pieces and carefully re- 
assembled it. 


Transcribed by Sue E. Powell, May 10, 1997 
[Editor: The idea has been presented that Matthew possibly 


moved away, leaving the Bible behind in a corncrib where it re- 
mained hidden for about 150 years. Can anyone verify this idea?] 


October 1997 








Petetion For New Road submitted by Grace Turner 


(Editor: This appears to be State Rt. 1514 which runs east from the present Edgecombe County line, passing Advent Chnstian 
Church, Holden's Crossroads, and ending at Driver's Store. } 


To the Worshipful Court of Edgecombe County - We your Petitioners & Citizens of said County, being 
desirous of having a Road from our County line, near, & not far distant from M‘ Josiah Wootens (Mill) 
in Pitt County, which shall go on good firm grounds, leading from thence by Hardy Nowals, & crossing 
Autreys Creek at a good ford near Brittain Edwards' - & from thence to intersect a Ruad at the Comer 
of M®™ Andrews plantation that leads to a Saw & Grist Mills of Amos Johnston Esq‘ - to the main Road 
leading to Sparta; (mouth of Town Creek) - This road will be very Convenient to the inhabitants for 
transporting Com, Naval Stores &c to the landings of Tar River, or Tarbro - there being large quanties 
made by the Citizens for Market in this quarter of the County, & no Convenient public way for a number 
of the Citizens to transport the same to Market or landings. The length of said road from the County line, 
to the intersection, does not exceed four Miles, & hands plenty & Convenient to Support the same. The 
inhabitants (of Pitt County) near, & within the neighborhood of Wooten Mill, is desirous of a road from 
the County line to be opened, for the Conveniency of Milling, Marketing & Attending the different 
meeting houses in our said County, - & they will have a road opened from our said County line by said 
Wootens Mill to the County road, leading to M‘ Benj” Atkinsons, & John Foremans Stores; which piece 
of road will not exceed One Mile & an half in length - And we believe, there are few roads in our said 
County, that will afford more conveniency, & be Subject to less injury to a private citizen than this. - 
Therefore, We your petitioners pray, that an order be granted, & Commissioners be appointed to lay out 
the said Road & make report to the next Court - and your petitioners will ever pray &c &c. August 1812. 


Hardy Norvill Thomas Dunford N. Eason 
Kinchen Norvill Bawly Reason Amos Johnston 
John Owens Allen Lewis Lemon Edwards 
Jn° S. Rakestraw Jesse Mosley Edward Cobb 
Silus Walston Theophelus Norvill Chapman Norvill 
Etheldred Owens William Wootten Edwin Norvill 
John Cobb Henry Lee Henry Wooten 
Ethele Eason Ely Johnston Joseph Thaylor 
Elijah Roberson Enos Norvill Harmon Edwards 
Amos Wooten L. Owens Siley Edwards 


The within petition is Granted so far as this, That a Jury view the premises as directed by Law, & make 
report to next Court, And that the expenses, if any attending the same, be paid by the petitioners 
G Lewis 


Source: Edgecombe County, North Carolina Road Record. No Date; 1761-1839. C.R.039.925.1. 





REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION ABSTRACTS 


JAMES ADKINSON: N.C. Line, Appl. 21 Apr. 1824, Stokes Cty, N. C. Aged 61, enl. Edgecomb Co., 
NaC 

GEORGE ANDERSON: N.C. Line, Appl. 27 Aug. 1832, Edgecomb Cty, N. C. Aged 75, wid. may 
have been Jane. 

WILLIAM ANDERSON: N.C. Line, Appl. Aug. 1832, Edgecomb Cty, N.C. Aged 75. 

JAMES BARNES: N.C. Line, Appl. 25 Oct. 1832, Davidson Co., Tn., b. 23 Feb. 1761 in Va. & father 
moved family to Edgecomb Cty, N. C. where sol. was raised & enl. there & in 1798 moved to Davidson 
Cty, Tn, a Benjamin Barnes signs aff'dt in 1831 in Davidson Cty, Tn but relationship not stated. 
Source: Genealogical Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files, by White. 
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Petition for Cart Way submitted by Grace Turner 
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To the Worshipful the Justices of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions for the County of Edgecomb 
August Sessions 1826. 

The Petition of Mary Gregory of the County of Edgecomb Humbly sheweth unto your Worships your 
petitioner the said Mary Gregory - That she is the owner of a Grist mill situated in the County aforesaid 
on Indian Creek which during the greater part of the year is much frequented by the neighbouring Citizens 
of the County and is of considerable publick utility and Convenience - That for many years past there was 
a path leading to said mill over the lands which formerly belonged to Elisha Cromwell and which have 
descended from him to his children & among others to Martha Ann Cromwell an infant to whom 
Elizabeth Cromwell has been appointed Guardian - which path or Cartway was kept open dunng the life 
time of said Elisha Cromwell under an agreement made between the former propnetor of the land and the 
former owner of the mill which agreement was observed by the said Cromwell during his life - your 
petitioner further shews that since the death of the said Elisha Elizabeth the widow of the said Elisha had 
her Dower allotted on the part of the said Land over which the pathway formerly ran; & that in the 
Division of the said land among the heirs at Law of said Elisha, that part of the land has been allotted 
to Martha Ann Cromwell and 1s now in the occupation of one Thomas Cromwell who has leased the said 
land and since taking possession thereof has shut up and completely obstructed the said way - 

Your petitioner being desirous to have a Cart or pathway laid off for her over the said land to her 
mill, being conscious that it will lend much to the convenience of the Citizens of the County frequenting 
said mill, there being no convenient way leading thereto at present, and being without remedy without 
the aid of this Court prays your Worships to issue your Writ to the sheriff commanding him to summon 
a jury of twelve freeholders to go on the premises & and view the same & lay off a Cartway not less than 
fourteen feet wide, & assess the damages the owner of such land may sustain thereby, and report to next 
Court - Your petitioner further prays that the said Elizabeth Cromwell, Thomas Cromwell & Martha Ann 
Cromwell by her Guardian Elizabeth Cromwell (all of whom have received notice of hex intention to file 
this petition more than twenty days before the setting of this Court) may be made Defendants to this 
petition & She will ever pray &c Geo. W. Mordecai for pet’ 


PETITION TO DISCONTINUE A ROAD 


To The Worshipful The Justices of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of Edgecombe County 
The Petition of Lemon Dunn humbly complaining sheweth unto your Worships that the piece of road 
leading from The Stage Road from Tarborough to Stantonsburg, just below the house of your Petitioner 
and leading from thence into the road leading from Col. Sharpes to Mrs Johnstons Mill is very injurious 
to your Petitioner and of little use to the citizens of the County - The length of the said road from the 
stage road to the road leading to Mrs Johnstons Mill is about one mile, whereas if the said piece of road 
was discontinued persons wishing to branch in that direction from the point aforesaid to the point where 
it enters the road leading from Sharpes to Mrs Johnstons mill would only have to travel one mile and a 
quater around the angle by Col. Sharpes increasing the distance only one quater of a mile - The road 
around by Sharpes is very good that it is very often prefered by travellers and persons giving in that 
direction - Your Petitioners therefore prays your Worships to discontinue said road leading from the stage 
road near the house of your Petitioner to the road leading from Sharpe's to Mrs Johnstons mill - 
And your Petitioner wil] ever pray &c 
J. R. Lloyd Atty for Petitioner 


(No date on last record, but Lemon Dunn was dec'd by March 21, 1842 and J. R. Lloyd was dec'd by 
November 1841) Source of above records: Edgecombe County, North Carolina Road Records. No Date; 
1761-1839. C.R.039.925.1. 
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Edgecombe County Civil Action Paper submitted by Grace Turner 


Edgecombe To wit December Court 1760 
County 


Joseph Howell late of the County of Edgcombe in the Province of North Carolina, Gentleman, was attached 

to answer to Joseph Cotten in a Plea of Trespass on the Case &c And whereupon the said Joseph Cotten by James 

Cary Jun’ his Attorney complains That whereas the said Joseph Howell, was some Time before and on the eighth 

Day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty nine at the County aforesaid in the 

Province aforesaid possessed of three hundred and Twenty Acres of Land with a Plantation and dwelling House 

thereon, as of his own Property, the said Land then Having on it the Courthouse of the aforesaid County, did on 

the said eighth Day of May in the year aforesaid at the County aforesaid in the Province aforesaid came to make 

and conclude the following Verbal Agreement and Contract with the said Joseph Cotten, of and concerning the said 

Land with the Plantation and House thereon as aforesaid. That is to say, he the said Joseph Howell was to sell and 

convey to the said Joseph Cotten the aforesaid Land and make him the said Joseph Cotten a good and absolute Right 

to the same, in fee Simple Estate at the End or Expiration of seven years, then next following, and was immediately 

to put and Place the said Joseph Cotten on the aforesaid Land and to permit him to have and keep possession of 

the same in the House thereon, for and during the full Term and Time of seven years then next following without 

paying any Rent for the same, And the said Joseph Cotten was, on his Part and in Consideration of having a good 

Right and Title, and a Fee Simple Estate, made and conveyed to him in and of the aforesaid Land and also as a 
Consideration & full satisfaction to the said Joseph Howell for the aforesaid Land and for and in satisfaction for 

his lying out of the Possession of the same for the Term of seven years aforesaid, was to pay to him the said Joseph 

Howell the sum of one hundred and Twelve Pounds Current Money of Virginia, in Manner and Form following, 

thal is to say, the said Cotten was to make up, pay, and satisfy the said sum to the said Joseph Howell at any Time 

within the Term and Time of the aforesaid seven years, and if the aforesaid sum of money was not paid and satisfied 

to the said Joseph Howell till the End and Expiration of the aforesaid Term of seven years, then the said Joseph 

Cotten was to pay the lawful Interest of the said one hundred and Twelve Pounds Virginia Currency for the 

aforesaid Term of seven years, and if the said Joseph Cotten should pay and satisfy the aforesaid sum to the said 

| Joseph Howell at any Time before the End and Expiration of the aforesaid Term of seven years, then the said Joseph 
| Cotten was to pay the lawful Interest of the said sum of Money for the Time only, that was, from the aforesaid 
eighth Day of May in the year above said bill the Payment of the same was made. And the said Joseph Cotten in 
| Fact averrs that the said Joseph Howell in Consequence of the aforesaid Agreement did on the eighth Day of June 
| in the year aforesaid at the County aforesaid in the Province aforesaid put and Place the said Joseph Cotten on the 
| said Land in the House then on the same, and he the said Joseph Cotten continued in the Possession of the said 
| Land in the House thereon for along Time, to wit, for the Space and Term of eight months with License to keep 
a Tavern and House of publick Entertainment, which he did for and during the space and Term of Time last 
abovementioned and made great Profits and Gains thereby to himself and for and towards the support of himself 
and Family and was like to make and receive much greater Profits and Gains from the aforesaid Land arising and 
his Business of Tavern keeping, his License for the same not then run out nor expired. And the said Joseph Cotten 
| farther in Fact averrs that the said Joseph Howell, on the eighth Day of February in the year of our Lord aforesaid 
at the County aforesaid in the Province aforesaid did Let, Lease and farm out, the aforesaid |_and with the Plantation 
and House thereon as aforesaid, to one James Downing, an Innholder, and did also then and there prevent and hinder 
the said Joseph Cotten from the Possession of the aforesaid Land with the Plantation and House thereon as aforesaid 
and him the said Joseph Cotten did keep from, and entirely prevent and hinder from carrying on his Business and 
Employment of Tavern keeping so that he lost the great Profits and Gains which he used to make and receive trom 
i the aforesaid Place and his Business of Tavern keeping on the same, for and towards the support of himself and 
Family to the damage of the said Joseph Cotten of Fifty Pounds Proclamation Money of North Carolina. And 


thereupon he brings this Suit &c. 7 
| Pledges of Prosecution } Ja* Cary Jun’ Att® for Plt. 
Jn° Doe 
| Rich* Roe 





Source: Edgecombe County, North Carolina Civil Action Papers, 1756-1761. C.R.037.325.1. 
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ZION’S LANDMARK OBITUARIES - VOL. 34, NO. 6 - FEBRUARY 1, 1901 


FRANCIS C. PROCTOR 

By request of the church at Mill Branch, Nash county, N. C., 
of which sister Francis C. Proctor was a member when she died, 
I will try to write a short obituary. 

Sister Proctor joined the Primitive Baptist church at Upper 
Town Creek. I do not know the date. She moved her member- 
ship from there to Pleasant Hill Nov. 22, 1862, and from there 
she took a letter to the church at Mill Branch, to help constitute 
that church, July 22, 1882. She adorned her profession with an 
orderly walk and a Godly conversation until her death, which 
took place August 10, 1898. 1 do not know when she was born. I 
was well acquainted with her for twenty years or more, and I 
think she was as near what a Christian should be as any one I 
ever knew; a neighbor, indeed, often called on to visit the sick 
and administer her home made remedies, which being blessed of 
the Lord, often brought timely relief, even in some critical and 
apparently dangerous cases. 

Sister Proctor was blessed with many wonderful revelations, 
which she took great delight in telling. Her conversation was on 
Heaven and divine things almost entirely. So was brother Hines 
B. Proctor, her husband, who preceded her to the grave about 
four years. They went far and near to preaching, and were al- 
most always together at church. As to faithfulness, brotherly af- 
fection and Christian walk, brother and sister Proctor were a 
patten worthy to follow, and we have great reason to believe that 
they died in faith and full assurance of Heaven and immortal 
life, and are now at rest from all their labors, at home with their 
Savior, whom they loved and so often spoke of. 

M. B. Williford. 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 


SALLIE RENTFROW 

By request, I send you for publication the obituary of Sallie 
Rentfrow, wife of Rufus Rentfrow, and daughter of Marion Ay- 
cock. She was born and raised near Fremont, Wayne county. She 
died Oct. 15, 1900. At this time she and her husband were living 
in Spring Hill township, Wilson county. The dates of birth and 
marriage are not known by me. She leaves a husband and four 
children to mourn their loss. She was a kind and affectionate 
wife and mother, and a good neighbor. She was one of those that 
bore a good name, which is better than precious ointment. She 
was a faithful member of the Primitive Baptist church at Memo- 
rial for many years prior to her death, ever filling her seat when 
not providentially hindered. Her disease was a cancer. All was 
done for her that earthly friends could do, but no one could stay 
the cold hand of death. The humble writer was called on to 
preach her funeral, at her request a few weeks before she died. 
Her suffering was so great that she had to be turned in the bed 
with a sheet, butwhile the preaching was going on she forgot her 
suffering, and you could see the very presence of Christ beaming 
in her countenance. When the service was over she said, “This is 
the doctrine that I have been living on for twenty years and 
seems as good to-day as when I first received my little hope.” 
She then went on to tell some of her trials in this life and how 
God had been a present help in every time of need. She said she 
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had always wanted to get well every time she had been sick. for 
she hated to leave her husband and children: but she said her 
mind was taken away from them. and that she now saw that God 
was able to take care of them far better than she could. 

It seems to me that she bore her sickness with as much pa- 
tience as any one I ever saw. I went to see her several times [sic. ] 
her sickness, and I always found her in the strongest faith. 
which enabled her to look to a better world than this. Let me say 
to all that are near to her by the ties of nature, weep not for her. 
for she is free from a body of suffering; her soul is now enjoying 
that rest that does remain for the people of God, where there will 
be no more suffering, no more pain, no more parting with hus- 
band and children and friends, but ever rule with Christ in that 
world that has no end. 

Oh, that I may be resigned to the will of God as this dear sister 
was. May the good Lord bless her husband and children that 
they may meet again in that world where no sorrow is known. 

G. W. Boswell 
Submitted by J. Robert Boykin 


Boykin Inn Gets Funds for Restoration 


Guests on the WCGS Tour to Isle of Wight County in April of 
this year had the opportunity to view the derelict Francis Boykin 
Tavern. Sited next to the Isle of Wight Courthouse, the tavern 
provided lodging for over 150 years to court visitors to the iso- 
lated courthouse. 

Francis Boykin was a grandson of the immigrant Edward 
Boykin, progenitor of the vast local Boykin clan. Francis was 
possibly the son of John Boykin. John's brother, Edward Jr., was 
the emigrant whose descendents ended up in Wilson County. 

According to a published Isle of Wight history, Francis Boykin 
pulled strings to have the county courthouse moved from Smith- 
field to a site beside his tavern around 1800. He purchased the 
old courthouse in Smithfield and made it into a dwelling. It has 
since been returned to county use and is now the Visitor Center. 

The county purchased Boykin's Tavern in 1970 with plans to 
use it for office space. Despite its splendid original fireplaces, 
heart pine floors and walnut paneling, it went out of use over 
recent years, when earth settlement caused significant shifting 
and cracks in the foundations. The building was condemned in 
1982; however, it is on the National Historic Register. 

The IOW Historical Society has spent $30,000 for repairs over 
the past years. A recent grant of $75,000 from the Virginia 
Commonwealth Transportation Board is considered to be inade- 
quate to do more than dismantle the building for storage, but 
local sentiment is strong for stabilizing the building in hopes of 
further grants to bring it back to full use for exhibits and offices. 

While it is not possible to enter the building, all Boykins 
would be interested in seeing the exterior of such a significant 
part of their family history. The tavern is located on Rt. 258 be- 
tween Franklin and Smithfield, Virginia. In its sad state of the 
moment, it is still an impressive sight well worth the pilgrimage, 
and a trip to Smithfield is always a pleasure. The county mu- 
seum is worth the trip alone. 

Source: Richmond Times-Dispatch 6/15/97 
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SEMPRONEUS HOLDEN 


According to his writings in the family Bible, Semproneus 
Holden was born in Bminswick County, North Carolina on June 
5, 1839, and moved to Wilmington with his family in 1841. He 
enlisted in the C. S. A., N. C. Troops on Apmil 16, 1861, and was 
mustered in as a corporal and promoted to sergeant in First Co. 
C, Sth Batt., 36th Regiment (2nd Regiment N. C. Artillery). The 
entire company was transferred to Co. C, 13th Battalion N. C. 
Light Artillery on November 4, 1863. Sem was paroled at Chalk 
Level, Virginia after Lee’s surrender. Memories of the war re- 
mained vivid in his mind, even in his final years. He wrote about 
being in the tent with “his boys” and about army ambulances. 
He married Mahala Jane Batts of Edgecombe County, North 
Carolina on November 12, 1868, and they lived near her parents 
in Upper Town Creek. Jane’s parents, Jerry Batts and Harmiet 
Joyner, gave them land in Gardner’s Township on May 25, 
1880, “with love and natural affection.” The area become known 
as Holden’s Crossroads and is named that today. This land 
which at one time was in Edgecombe County is now located in 
Wilson County. Sem farmed, and he and Jane had five children, 
including twins Lula and Annie. He and Jane were definitely 
civic minded. They gave land to the school commissioners of 
school district #66. At that time, Sem was a member of that 
commission. He died on September 8, 1907 and is buried East on 
D Street, Lot 17, Maplewood Cemetery, Wilson, N. C. After his 
death, his widow filed pension papers based on his confederate 
service. 

CHILDREN OF SEM HOLDEN AND MAHALA JANE BATTS 
1. William Thomas Holden (1869-1954) - He was born August 
23, 1869 and married Alice Lee Snakenburg, the daughter of 
William P. Snakenburg (Co. K, La. Infantry, C.S.A., born 1846 - 
died 1916), on April 14, 1897. William Thomas, an insurance 
agent, and his wife lived in Wilson, N.C. and had three children: 
Needham Claudius (b. 1900), photographer (attended the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina in 1919); Vivian Mae (born 1903), 
teacher; and Grace Darling (b. 1908), teacher. Son Needham 
married Minnie Lee Perry; Vivian married Howard W. Powell 
and had no children; and Grace married Warren L. Merritt and 
had one daughter, Lee. William Thomas died on June 10, 1954 
and is buried in Maplewood Cemetery on Street C, Lot 15. On 
the same lot, wife Alice (Dec. 19, 1867 - June 24, 1941), brother 
Charles W. Holden and brother-in-law James William Proctor 
are buried. The grave of Alice’s father, William P. Snakenburg, 
adjoins their graves. 

2. George R. Holden was born November 5, 1871, and died on 
May 20, 1878 at age six. 

3. Lula Holden (1874 - 1936) - She was a twin and was born 

‘June 1, 1874. (Since the name Lula was given to three of the 

grandchildren of Sem’s parents, William Holden and Elizabeth 

“Betsey” Robinson, it is most certain a family name.) She mar- 

| ried James William Proctor of Wilson County, N. C. on January 

| 31, 1895. She and Jim owned a farm and had six children: 

Luther P., Walter Carlton, Harriet Jane, Rosa P., Sallie Ruth, 

sand Annie Louise. Lula died on December 22, 1936 and is 
buried beside her parents and twin sister on Street D, Lot 17, 


| Maplewood Cemetery in Wilson. N. C. [Editors note: It is from 
Annie Louise that the complier and author of this family record 
descends. ] 
4. Annie Holden (1874 - 1953) - Lula’s twin sister never mar- 
ried. She lived with her parents until her father’s death in 1907. 
She and her mother then shared the family home. A relative who 
remembered her said that she sewed beautifully. She died De- 
cember 26, 1953, in a Raleigh hospital and is buried in Maple- 
wood Cemetery in Wilson beside her parents and twin sister. 
5. Charles W. Holden (1879 - 1901) - Charles W. was born on 
April 14, 1879, and died June 10, 1901, at the age of 21 - the 
second son of Sem and Jane to die young. He is buried in Maple- 
wood Cemetery beside his brother, William Thomas Holden. 
Submitted by Carol Ann Tadlock Wyman 


|ABSALOM HORN 


Absalom Horn, son of Michael Horn and wife Luraney Rob- 
bins, was born about 1780 in Edgecombe County, North Car- 
olina, and died there in 1825. He married Polly about 
1801. 

In the Edgecombe County Census of 1810, Clark’s District, 
Absalom Horn was listed with three males under ten, one male 
26-45, one female 26-45, and six slaves. On October 29, 1818, 
Absalom Horn sold Reuben Bradley for $550.00 a tract of 181.25 
acres south of Tar River on Buck Swamp adjoining Moses Price, 
Elisha Watkins, Watery Branch, and Daniel Ross: witnessed by 
Etheldred Philips and M. A. Philips. On October 29, 1818, Ab- 
salom Horn sold Elisha Watkins for $550.00 a tract of 109 acres 
on Buck Swamp and south of Tar River adjoining Price and 
Ross; witnessed by Moses Price and M. A. Philips. 

On September 22, 1825, the Inventory and Account of Sales of 
the personal property of the late Absalom Horn were recorded by 
his Administrators Caswell Horn and Moses Price, and among 
the purchasers were Mary Horne, Isaac W. Horne, Caswell Horn, 
William H. Horn, Jacob G. Fort, Meedy Williford, Bird Land, 
John A. Barnes, John W. Barnes, James G. Barnes, William 
Taylor, Robert Whitehead, John Batts, Redmond Curl, and Gray 
Armstrong. On January 5, 1829, Joseph S. Battle and Josiah 
Cutchin divided the slaves of Absalom Horne into three parts: 
(1) John R. Horne, three slaves worth $921.00; (2) Isaac W. 
Horne, three slaves worth $950.00; and (3) Caswell Horne, four 
slaves worth $946.00 








Children of Absalom and Polly Horn: 


1. Joseph William Horn was born October 15, 1802. 
2. Caswell Horn was born December 1, 1803. 

3. Isaac W. Horn was born April 18, 1806. 

4. John Robbins Horn was born November 28, 1809. 
5. Martha Hyatt Horn was born June 12, 1812. 

6. Richard Dobbs Horn was born September 20, 1816. 


Souce: Hugh Johnston files 
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September 24, 1997 Minutes 


The Wilson County Genealogical Society met September 24, 
1997, at the Wilson County Public Library with Henry Powell, 
president, presiding. There were 22 persons present including 
guests Marvie Currin, Bill Kemp, Billy and Pat Nelson. 

The following announcements were made: 

Fourteen books of Hugh Johnston’s family records are now 
shelved in the Genealogy Room of Wilson County Public Li- 
brary. Twenty additional family records have been given to the 
library and have been sent for binding. They should be available 
in the Genealogy Room around November. 

They Moved Away-North Carolinians Who Went to Other 
States, a manuscript found among Hugh Johnston’s records, has 
been prepared for publication by Grace Turner on behalf of 
WCGS and is now available for purchase by mail or at WCPL 
for $15.90 (includes tax). 

The Tobacco Culture of Wilson County, North Carolina, the 
doctoral dissertation of Robert McAdams, a former resident of 
Wilson, has been donated to WCGS for the Genealogy Room of 
WCPL and is now available there. 

There are still more than 20 seats available for the October 11 
tour of colonial roads and homesites of lower Edgecombe 
County. We must have 40 paid reservations by September 30 or 
cancel the tour. Lunch prepared by Jarman House can be ordered 
@ $5.00. The Wilson Daily Times has booked a seat and will 
send a photographer/reporter. 

The Family Connections column on the Bass Family generated 
internet comments and clarification or correction of the source 
information on which it was based. The next column will in- 
clude the additional information. 

Papers have been filed with the Internal Revenue Service to 
apply for federal non-profit tax status. WCGS has received from 
IRS an acknowledgement of receipt of them stating that the pro- 
cess will take approximately four months. (State non-profit sta- 
tus was filed for and granted when WCGS was founded. A re- 
quest for federal status had not previously been filed.) 

Members were reminded that beginning in October, new mem- 
bers receive the benefits of membership for the remaining 
months of 1997 as well as the full year 1998. This is a good in- 
centive for those considering membership. Members were en- 
couraged to give memberships as Christmas gifts. 

Carroll Arthur announced that the Pitt County Family Re- 
searchers will be holding a “reunion” on Saturday, October 18, 
1997, from 8am to Spm, at Greenville. This is designed as a time 
for persons to bring and share their research networking with 
others to learn more about their families. Anyone interested in 
participating was encouraged to attend. Admission is 
$5.00/person. Food will be available. 

Additional old business concerned the Internet Home Page 
which continues to generate interest, sales, and memberships. 
However, we also continue to receive queries through it and con- 
tinue to need help in researching for answers. The recent queries 
were read and offered for members to help with answers. 

The report of the nominating committee composed of Carroll 
Arthur, Paul Darden, and Clarice Mills was given by Carroll 
Arthur. The proposed slate is: 


President Sue Powell 
Vice-president Carroll Arthur 
Secretary/Treasurer Henry Powell 
Board Member Jesse Joyner 


The floor was opened for nominations. After none were made. 
William Galloway moved that the nominations be closed, Mary 
Helen Schaubhuth seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
The vote by ballot is scheduled for the October meeting. Proxy 
ballots are accepted by mail or by e-mail. The votes will be 
counted by Paul Darden and assistants of his choosing. The re- 
sults will be announced in the November newsletter. 

A letter from NC Archives thanking WCGS for the donation 
for the search room of a copy of They Moved Away-North Car- 
olinians Who Left was read. 

Also shared was a letter from Lee Hadden who is writing a his- 
tory of the Fourth Regiment North Carolina State Troops, C.S.A. 
He is still compiling information and would appreciate any in- 
formation from descendants of members of that regiment. Com- 
pany F of this regiment was formed in Wilson County. 

The minutes of the May meeting were approved as reported in 
the August newsletter. The minutes of board meetings on July 
22, 1997 and August 13, 1997 were read. The treasurer’s report 
was given stating a beginning balance on May 26, 1997, of 
$4,493.41, receipts of $1,479.82, expenses of $1,547.01, with a 
closing balance of $4,426.22 on September 21, 1997. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned for 
a sharing time of family memorabilia. 


British Occupational Descriptions 


Bluestocking - educated female in Britain (from garb required 
of female students at Oxford University) 

Draper - A dealer in dry goods 

Drayman - One who drives an open-sided cart for heavy loads 

Dresser - A surgeon's assistant 

Drover - One who drives cattle to market 

Duffer - Peddler 

Factor - Agent or steward (manager) of an estate 

Farrier - Blacksmith 

Fell monger - One who removes hair from hides for leather 

Fletcher - Arrow maker 

Fuller - One who cleans and finishes cloth 

Gaoler - Jail keeper 

Hacker - Maker of hoes 

Hatcheler - One who combs out carded flax 

Haymonger - Dealer in hay 

Hayward - Keeper of fences 

Higgler - Wandering peddler 

Hillier - Roofer 

Hing - Farm laborer 

Holster - Groom who takes care of horses at an Inn 

Hooker - Reaper 

Hooper - One who makes hoops for casks 

Huckster - Sells small wares 








source: Missing Links, 6/27/97 
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Member's Queries New Members 


¢ I am looking for the family of Dorothy Futrell, b. 1798- 
1800. Family oral history says she came from Virginia and 
married Needham Jennett of Wayne Co. ca. 1829 and had 8 
children. 
Help please. Lucille Williams, 204 S. Jefferson Ave, Golds- 
boro, NC 27530. 
[Editor: We have a copy of the family information pages from 
the Abagail (Abba) Peelle Jennett Bible, which confirms that 
Needham was a son of Abba and James Jennett. It confirms 
marriage to Dorothy Futrell and lists two of the children. Un- 
fortunately it does not give any further information about 
Dorothy. See Jennett article on p.4 in this issue of Trees.] 
* I am trying to locate the parents/ancestors of my Gr- 
Grandmother, Ella Tomlinson, who I believe was born in 
Wilson County about 1875. She married Thomas J. King of 
Chesterfield County, VA by 1895. They moved to Norfolk, VA 
by 1899. In the 1910 census for Norfolk she is listed as being 
age 34 and born in NC. The 1880 census for Wilson County 
lists the family of John and Patsy H. Tomlinson (he 29 and she 
25) as having a daughter named Ella or Ellen. Is their daugh- 
ter the Ella that I am trying to locate? Any information or as- 
sistance would be greatly appreciated. Gary L. Fentress, 726 
Montebello Circle, Chesapeake, VA 23320 . 
[Editor: There are three possible John Tomlinsons; the most 
likely , b. ca 1851, was the son of Willie and Sallie who also 
had Richard, Mary, Francis, George and James B. in the 
1860 census, Black Creek District. Their nearby neighbors 
were Barnes and Lamm which tells us that not much has 
changed since then. Most local Tomlinsons probably descend 
from a John who arrived in the area sometime in the mid 
1700s. We have no other information on the first John. Per- 
haps some of our members can help.} 
¢ Information needed on the Micajah Whitley & Amanda 
Barrot family of Wilson County. Micajah was born abt. 1836 
and died during the Civil War in 1862, leaving behind 
Amanda and his three sons. His sons were Micajah Thomas 
(b. 1860), William Sowell (b. ca 1857), and Benjamin (b. ca 
1859). I am a descendent of Micajah Thomas Whitley, but am 
seeking information on his two brothers. I also need any infor- 
mation as to the parents of Amanda Barrot (Barrett) and what 
became of her after her husband's death. She can be found as 
Amanda Whitley in the Nash County census of 1870. Her son 
Micajah is living in an adjacent house with the Lucas/Locus 
family. H. Mark Whitley, 84 Jasons Pl., St. Pauls NC 28384. 
Shoals Rd., Catawba, NC 28609. Tel: 704-328-6405. 


The lighter side of Genealogy 
Am | in the right family tree? 


| 50% of my forebearers were women. 


A perfect genealogy is as rare as a perfect life. 


_ Am the only person up my tree? 


| No ancestors found - I must not exist. 
_ Ancestors were just people. 


_ Baby - a new acorn on the family tree 
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Gary L. Fentress, 726 Montebello Circle. Chesapeake. VA 
23320. 757-547-5587. Surname: Tomlinson 

Dr. Plummer Alston Jones, Jr., 100 W. Innes St. 5-D, Salisbury. 
NC 28144. 704-647-0043. Surnames: Pridge. Manning. Batche- 
lor, Andrews, Capps, Bobbitt 

Ann Dixon Vernelson, 4606 Hwy 264E, Greenville. NC 27834. 
919-758-3517. Surnames: Dixon, Coward. Frizzle. Vernelson_ El- 
lis, Varnell, Carkeet 

Lucille L. Williams, 204 S. Jefferson Ave., Goldsboro, NC 
27530. Surname: Futrell, Jennett 


October Quiz - Who was it named for? (part 2) 


Name the persons or thing for whom these localities were named 
1. Cliftonville 

2. Cobb's Bridge 

3. Contentnea Creek 

4. Daniel's Mill 

5. Dean's Pond 

6. Dew's Bridge 

September answers: 

1. Peter Bailey, bought from Stanley Boykin 
2. James Barnes, built ca 1801 

3. Benjamin Brand 

4. Dr. A. G. Brooks 

5. Turner Bynum, leased to Moses Farmer 
6. Cefare Bissett 


Miscellaney 


Confederate Soldier burial locations database: 

The NC Confederate Burial Locator Project is cataloging the 
burial locations of Confederate soldiers and veterans within North 
Carolina. Begun in 1993, this computerized database holds entries 
for over 16,000 soldiers. New submissions are welcomed and 
should include: full name, date of birth and death, name of ceme- 
tery or burial locaiton, name or road, municipality and county of 
burial site, type of gravestone, and company and regimental desig- 
nation of soldier or veteran. Contact Jeff Stepp, Project Editor, 
2139 Buffalo Shoals Rd., Catawba, NC 28609. Tel: 704-328- 
6405. 

Internet Sources for blank charts and forms: 
Family record sheets and tree charts: http:/Avww2.kbyu.byu.edu/ 
ancestors/teachersguide/charts-records. html 
Blank forms for 1790-1920 Federal Census: http:// 
www.familytreemaker.com/00000051.html 
Perpetual calendar: http://www.presstar.com/w3magic/cgi/home- 
page.cgi/calendar 
Query letters in 7 languages for writing to European Churches: 
http://www. genealogy.com/gene/ghip/let-pas. html 
Miscelleneous Web Links: 
Genealogical Journeys in Time: http://pages. prodigy.com/Strawn/ 
sites.htm 
Genealogy is My Hobby: http://pages. prodigy.com/middleton 
New home page for Virginia Genealogical Society: http:// 
Www.vgs.org 

A computer's attention span is as long as its power cord. 
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WCGS Publications Order Form 


____ Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for computer 
They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to genealogy programs (PAF, Brother's Keeper, Kith & Kin, others) 
Other States. (59 pages, perfect binding. A manuscript from the of over 8500 Wilson County individuals from the earliest settlers, 
files of Hugh B. Johnston, edited and indexed by Grace W. all linked by birth or marriage. $10.00 

Turner. September 1997). $15.00 ____ Trees of Wilson. Back issues of the Newsletter from 

____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860 (includes | 1/1 992. Price varies with issue. We invoice then ship upon re- 

all six schedules; every name index; 221 pages; Perfect binding; | ceipt of payment. Issues wanted?__ 
abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by Reese Ferrell and Joan L. | Wilson County Maps as listed below 

Howell, May 1993) $25.00 ____ Historical Map: old county lines, waterways, early roads, 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870 (includes towns & post offices, township boundaries. Edited by Sue E. 

all five schedules; every name index; 390 pages; Perfect binding; | Powell from a Hugh Johnston map. $5.00 

abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by Reese Ferrell and JoanL.|___ Confederate Field Map #1. N-S, Virginia line to Tarboro, 
Howell, March 1994) $25.00 W-E, Whitakers to Murfreesboro. Geographic details, extensive 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | (244 | names of residents. From NC Archives. $5.00 

cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 pages; Perfect|___ Confederate Field Map #2. Continuation of #1 above, S. to 
binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited by Sue Evans | Neuse River, W-E, Wilmington/Weldon RR to Washington, NC. 
Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) $25.00 $5.00 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume II (75|___ Confederate Field Map #3. Enlarged portion of part of area 
cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions; 389 pages; Perfect | covered by #2 above, similar details but other residents named. 
binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited by Sue Evans | Includes Black Creek, Stantonsburg, Saratoga, Nahunta, 

Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) $25.00 Pikeville, Speight’s Bridge. $5.00 

_____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume Ill|___ Confederate Field Map #4. Continuation of map #3 above 
(121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 350 pages; |S. to Neuse River, includes Goldsboro. $5.00 

Perfect binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited by Sue Evans|__ Town of Wilson, 1872. block by block details by E. B. 
Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 1995) $25.00 Mayo, redrawn by F. T. Green & Assoc. $5.00 


















Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $2.50. Shipping costs for maps is $2.50 for 1-4 items. Add 6% sales tax for 
NC residents. Total of items ordered Shipping Sales Tax Total Enclosed 


Ship to: Street 
City State Zip 
Telephone: 


O Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $15 for personal membership (we will send details) 








Member Proxy Voting Form. Please return to WCGS, PO Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894 by October 27, 1997 
YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM NOW! 

Name Signature: 

I certify that I am a current member of WCGS and cast my one and only vote as follows: 
0 for the slate of officers as nominated and described on page one of this newsletter. 

O for the following persons for the office(s) indicated: 





Page 12 Trees of Wilson October 1997 














TREES OF WILSON 


The Newsletter of the 


Wilson County Genealogical Society 








November 1997 


Volume 6 Number 10 





A Word About Library Expansion 
The Wilson County Public Library 
Trustees have made their recommen- 
dation. The Library will remain in its 
present location. Now the battle begins 
to raise the level of acceptance within 
the County Commis- 





President's | cioners to move 
Message ahead with the 
funding for this 


important project. To date there has 
been little indication of any sense of 
urgency. Some Commissioners have 
been heard to say that no one has 
complained to them about the present 
facility. No response is adequate to 
counter this transparent political ploy. 
Our wheel isn't squeaking enough! 

Of course WCGS has a large vested 
interest. The Public Library houses our 
Society Library. It's the only home we 
have and we're outgrowing it. Every day 
the genealogy room is filled with users. 
We need more space. NOW. PLEASE. 

I urge our local members to contact 
the County Commisioners to express 
our desire to see this project move 


forward without further delay. 

Henry Powell 
Family Connections ..................... nie » 
Horne Family of Hopkins Co., TX........ 3 
Pale Nine: A Wal s.cracc.sacmenctnat dacs caeen- 3 
Colonial Road Tour .................0::::005 3 
Nathaniel Gay Petition......................... 4 
Nathaniel Gay Petition Signers ............ s) 
BiasOn Family: icce ser er eee. a 
OULY OUD PLOW erect eee eras uy 
Merritt Power of Attorney .................... 8 
One Snowy Christmas Eve................... 9 
PCODe Ta SO J WiDLILES fens oe ee 10 
Mary Hays ODItUary ...2-.....c.0..20-02-0-0-4> 10 
Sener Eason wees see eee 11 
BACINOCS cate Kck oo eae ee ear ae e 11 
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November 25 Meeting 


The Board has considered the many re- 
quests for programs and has made ar- 
rangements for a guest speaker to give us 
further information on the history of Wil- 
son County. 

Barton College has produced a video on 
this topic, and Dr. Jerry MacLean will be 
with us to show the tape and provide fur- 
ther information as well as answer ques- 
tions. We aren't a historical society, but 
genealogy cannot be studied without the 
framework of local history. 

There will be an informal reception for 
departing officers of the Society. 


Joyner Papers Available 


WCGS recently came into possession of 
a detailed study on the family history of 
Thomas Joyner of Raleigh. 

Prepared by Lineages, Inc. of Salt Lake 
City, this is a set of over thirty volumes 
detailing all possible aspects of one line 
of the Joyner family. 

The papers were donated by Mr. Joyner 
to the Wilson County Public Library 
which could not find space for them dur- 
ing their automation process. We agreed 
to keep these until space could be made 
available at a later time, possibly after the 
proposed renovations are completed. 

Board Member Jesse Joyner has agreed 
to house these documents in the interim 
and will be happy to field inquiries about 
these papers. Jesse cautions that the infor- 
mation is mostly about this one particular 
line and does not attempt to cover all 
Joyners in Eastern North Carolina. 

Please telephone Jesse at 919-237-4523 
or write to him at 4902 County Club 
Drive, Wilson 27896. He will do his best 
to provide information. The papers in- 
clude many related families that married 
into the Joyner family. We will publish a 
list of these related families in a later is- 
sue of Trees. 





1998 Officer Elections _ 


At the October meeting balloting was 
held for 1998 officers of WCGS. The re- 
sults were: 

President: Sue Evans Powell 

Vice President: Carroll Arthur 
Secretary Treasurer: Henry Powell 
Board: Jesse Joyner 

New officers take their places in January. 

The Board has already met to consider 
committee appointments for the new year. 


Holiday "Trees" 


What a wonderful gift ... a gift that 
keeps on giving pleasure for a full year 
afterwards ... a gift membership in 
WCGS for 1998 which includes ten issues 
of Trees of Wilson. 

Share your excitement in your family 
heritage with a relative or friend. Then 
you will have someone to contact to ask if 
they read the article on whatever. It's nice 
to share a discovery with a friend, and 
Trees is a wonderful source of new dis- 
coveries for your family and for your Wil- 
son County connections. 

And, for the budding writer here is a 
chance to tell fellow readers about your 
great findings. You would be amazed to 
know who will be interested in hearing 
about your ancestors. Put it in writing and 
they will have a chance to read about it in 
their own time. 

Don't delay. Send in your gift order today 
AND YOUR OWN RENEWAL, in time for 
the Holiday Season. There is a form on page 
twelve of this issue of Trees. 


No Cemeteries IV As Yet 


We regret that Wilson County Cemeter- 
ies, Volume IV will not be published in 
1997. The manuscript has not been deliv- 
ered as promised to the membership of 
the Society. 

We have no further information on a 
possible publication date. 
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This newsletter is published by the Wilson 
County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 802, 
Wilson, NC 27894-0802. Telephone 919-237- 
1250. Internet (US GenWeb): 


http://www.txdirect.net/~hpeele/wilson.htm. 


Trees is published monthly except for De- 
cember and July. An annual index is pub- 
lished as part of the March issue. Member- 
ship is for a calendar year and includes a sub- 
scription to the ten issues published each year 
or issues remaining from the date of receipt of 
payment. The annual individual membership 
fee is $15. 

Materials of genealogical interest to the 
members of WCGS are accepted for publica- 
tion at the discretion of the Editors and should 
pertain to families with connections in Wilson 
County and its neighboring and parent coun- 
ties. 

Queries are accepted and printed only from 
WCGS members. Queries should include full 
name(s), dates and geographic location, if 
known, of the person(s) for whom you seek 
information. 

Officers 1997: 

President: Henry Powell 

Vice President: Deborah Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sue Powell 

Board Members: Paul Darden, Carol 

Forbes, Lenore Smith. 

Past Presidents: Joan Howell, Reese 

Ferrell, Katy Alford 

Newsletter Editors: Henry & Sue Powell 

Regular Contributors: Grace Turner, 

J. Robert Boykin III, Clarice Mills 
Committees: 

Library Services Coordinator: Joan 

Howell 

Library Assistants: Joan Howell, 

Janice Sharpe 

Cemetery Publications: Joan Howell 

H.B. Johnston Papers: Sue Powell 

Wilson County Genealogical Maps: Sue 

Powell 

Member Surnames: Carroll Arthur 

Bible Records: Paul Darden 

Internet Queries: Terri Menzel 

Programs: Deborah Mitchell. Carol Forbes, 

Mary Helen Schaubhuth 
Please send address changes to WCGS, PO 
Box 802, Wilson, NC 27894. 

The Newsletter is mailed with first-class 
postage to subscribers of record at the date of 
mailing. 





[Family Connections * October1997. Wilson Daily Times | 


More on Family Histories: In the last col- 
umn, for September 1997, we described the 
work of member Ed Bass in putting together 
his family history. This column 1s also 
printed in our internet homepage, where it 
promptly drew several comments. Members 
of a group called "Southern Bass" indicate 
that the origin of Col. Nathaniel Basse may 
not be stated correctly. It seems there are 
colonial records which show two people by 
that name in the colony at the same time, in 
the 1620s. According to their records, the 
son of Humphrey Basse died without leaving 
children, while the Captain Basse of Basses 
Choise Plantation did leave the twelve chil- 
dren listed in Ed's history. There is no indi- 
cation of the origin of this Captain Basse 
other than somewhere in England. 

This points up the hazards of doing accu- 
rate genealogical research. Often there is 
temptation to simply assign a person as a 
member of a family without firm evidence or 
proof. This is usually the difference between 
amateur and professional genealogy. The 
professional never makes a placement with- 
out substantial evidence. The Basse situa- 
tion 1s clouded by the fact that London resi- 
dents of the penod before 1666 had few 
records left after the great fire which began 
in Pudding Lane. Many churches were 
burned, along with their baptismal records. 
The government simply did not keep such 
records at that time so we have very little to 
go on to prove anything about either 
Nathaniel Basse. There does not seem to be 
evidence that either one is correct so this 
will have to join the long list of unsolved 
genealogical puzzles. 

Nevertheless, the Bass family is very 
much with us and likely came from some- 
where in England. The French orgin is prob- 
ably correct as the surname Basse is derived 
from the French term bas, which can mean 
short, low or inferior. It was probably used 
as a descriptive term for a short person in 
medieval times (as in Jean le bas for John 
the short) and became standardized in Eng- 
land as a surname after 1500. 

Other surnames arrived with the Norman 
invasion of England in 1066 and migrated 
across the Atlantic with our early settlers. 
One fine example is the Norman French 


Fayetteville Observer (NC) Marriage 
and Death Notices 1841-1850. Bessie 
Hubbard Tyner. 1997 Raleigh. 151 
pages, spiral bound, 2600 listings. full 
genealogical abstracts, index. $28 + $3 
shipping from Bess Tyner, PO Box 


| 


Godfrey Follesjambe who served with | 
William the Conqueror and is likely the an- | 
cestor of our local Fulghum family. God- | 
frey's family name probably started as a jok- — 
ing nickname as folles means bird or | 
feather, and jambe means leg, which sug- | 
gests some similarities to avian appendages. | 
We use terms such as birdbrain in the same 
kind of way, but fortunately they don't usu- 
ally stick. 

Other family names are perhaps more or- 
dinary. Adams became popular in 13th cen- 
tury England, derived from the Biblical 
Adam with the "s" to indicate son-of. Adkins 
and Adkinson are also derived from the 
same source (Adam's kin) using the once- 
common nickname of Addy for Adam. Still 
other names of Biblical origin include Amer- | 
son from son of Amos which was listed as 
Amason in early Wilson County records. 

The "r" crept in late in the 19th century. 
Does anyone know why? 

We recently got a question in the mail 
regarding the local family name of Mozingo. 
The best information we can find suggests 
this is a Spanish surname, perhaps from the 
Spanish Conquest of the 1500s or from more 
recent immigrants from Cuba, South Amer- 
ica or Mexico. The root mozo is an old 
Spanish term for a boy, lad or servant. 

Anderson is the son of Andrew, Scotland's 
most popular name. A popular early familiar 
form of that name is Anders which came 
along with our early Scottish settlers. 

Some family names come from a location. 
Applewhite comes from a township in the 
Lake District of northwest England by the 
name of Applethwaite. The family name 
survived in its original form until the move 
to Wayne County in the 1700s when some- 
one decided to simplify the spelling. 

A few names are obscure local variations 
of popular names. Aycock is nowhere to be 
found in early English records, but Adcock 
is common as a derivative of Ade, a nick- 
name for Adam. Someone changed to Ay- 
cock for some unknown reason. 

Many names are purely work names such 
as Taylor, Baker, Carpenter and Miller. 
These are the most difficult to trace in find- 
ing your English ancestors as these names 
are found everywhere. 


New Books 50122, Raleigh, NC 27650. Volume | 


for the period 1816-1840 is available 
from the same source for $25 + $3 ship-. 
ping. Full publications list available 
upon request. | 
REMEMBER TO SEND IN YOUR | 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOW! | 


| 
| 
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The Horne Families of Hopkins County, Texas ||Colonial Roads and Early Homesteads Tour 
by C. Wendell Horne Rescheduled for April 18, 1998 


WCGS member Wendell Horne has published his family his- 
tory which will be of some interest to Wilson & Edgecombe re- 
searchers with Horn(e) family connections. 

Beginning with a William Horn, the immigrant ancestor, who 
arrived in Nansemond County somewhere in the mid sixteen 
hundreds, Wendell traces the family into Edgecombe County 
after a generation in Rich Square, Northampton County where, 
as a Quaker family, records were evident in the Friends Meeting 
there. 


Horn records show up often in local research. See the Absalom | 


Horn estate record, October 1997, p.9, Trees of Wilson, which 
lists John Robbins Horn, b. 1809, who is the ancestor of Wendell 
Horne's Texas line. 

Dr. Horne's style is friendly and accommodating to allow even 
obscure family members to fit into the overall picture. One gets a 
strong sense of family unity and love for their patrimony while 
absorbing the wealth of detail on the family growth of one of our 
own who moved away. 

There are extensive notes on the collateral family of Womack, 
complete with many alternative spellings. 

In addition to numerous anectodal records of family customs 
and practices, along with individual family reminisences, there 
is also a Pocohontas connection included. And for the purist, 
there is an index as well. 

Dr. Horne has donated a copy of his book to the Genealogy 
Room at the Wilson County Public Library. Should you wish to 
acquire a copy of your own, please order from C. Wendell 
Horne, 1100 Neal Pickett, College Station. Texas 77840. The 
cost is $38. Prepaid orders only please. 

[Editor: many thanks to Wendell for adding another to a regular 
flow of family histories which have been donated in the past year 
or so. Our Genealogy Library is straining but Patrick Valentine, 
Wilson County Librarian, says keep them coming. He'll find 
space somehow. ] 


Valentine Wins NCGS Writing Award | 


Patrick Valentine, Director of the Wilson County Public Li- 
braries, was cited by the North Carolina Genealogical Society 
with their Award for Excellence in Publishing for his work on 
The Episcopalians of Wilson County. The award was accepted 
on Patrick's behalf by J. Robert Boykin III at the annual banquet 
of the NCGS in Raleigh. 

Patrick, a long-time enthusiastic supporter of the Wilson 
County Genealogical Society, also received the Ethel Twiford 
Religious History Book Award for this book from the North Car- 
olina Society of Historians. 

Valentine's work was praised by both groups for the depth of 
history. for the coverage of both blacks and whites, and for the 
graceful writing. along with the extensive appendices. It was 
noted that the book covers much more than just Episcopal his- 
tory and is a fine history of Wilson and this area. 

Copies of the book are still available at St Timothy's in Wilson. 


Based on the informal survey taken during the October 

| WCGS meeting and discussion by the Board in their November 
meeting. the decision has been made to reschedule the heritage 
| tour originally scheduled for Ocober 1997. The itinerary will be 
slightly modified but will otherwise cover the same colonial 
stagecoach road as planned for the original tour. The Wilson 

| Daily Times wrote an article on this route in the October 18 

| Lifestyles section. 

The tour will still be priced at $15 which covers the cost of 
transportation. Plan to bring your own lunch. We will stop for a 
picnic in Stantonsburg. There will be 45 seats available on a 
first come basis. Send your check or credit voucher from the 
cancelled trip to reserve your seat on this wonderful excursion 
| through the early byways of Wilson County including Jonathan 
Thomas' Tosneoc Meeting House, Tartt's Mill, Ellis Meeting 
House, Amason's Tavern, Peelle's Bridge. the Stanton homes, 
Wilkinson's Store, Jody Ellis' first home. Elijah Woodard's 
| farm, Cornwallis' Horselot Slash, and the Dew/Bardin real es- 
| tate bonanza. 


Two Years at the top of WCGS 


In one sense it seems like a few days ago that Katye Alford 
_ called to ask if I would consent to the nomination as president 
| of WCGS. The calendar says it has been over two years, but the 
| time has sped by in a blur of activities, mostly positive, but a 
few which have left a very sour taste. 

Let's focus on the good part. The Hugh Johnston project got 
| off the ground, at last, and the first results can be seen on the 
| Shelves in the Wilson County Public Library. There is a vast 
amount of work yet to be done and a finite time limit. We were 
delighted to have the help of several individuals in copying the 
Johnston records ... but that was only a start. This is my final 
plea for anyone to interrupt their own work long enough to 
make time available to help with this never-again project. I've 
| heard every excuse imagininable for why help isn't available. 
| How about some positive responses for a change. Thank You! 

The membership has more than doubled, partly as a national 
growth of interest in genealogy, and partly due to specific pro- 
motional efforts. We have an internet web site which has had 
nearly 3,000 visitors since the inception. We have published a 
series of maps and a Hugh Johnston manuscript. The promised 
Cemetery Books have not been forthcoming; the Society has 
absolutely no control over these. We have conducted a very suc- 
cessful tour to Isle of Wight County, Virginia, to explore our 
ancestral connections. All in all this has been a busy, produc- 
| tive and successful two years. 
I must close with one cry of FOUL. To the person who claims 
| the office of President was taken from her unfairly ... the person 
who made an unjust malicious claim against my personal busi- 
| ness - my livelihood - I can only observe that spite is an un- 
_ healthy emotion. Hopefully she will find peace some day. 
Thanks for the opportunity to be a leader for you. 

Henry Powell 
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A Petition For the Return of Nathaniel Ga 


October 21th 1864 


State of north carolina Edgcombe county Descrite No 3 and the surrounding Districts Mr ZEB Vance govurner of sade 
state we under sieners do hear by crave and umby beg you for the sade Nathaniel gay witch is and has bin our murcanic for 
the last 24 years in this same sade District and is and has bin all our Defenance for our murcaniciel worke for the last 
twenty four years surch as black smith carte and wagan wheels and coffin makin and all other murcaniciel worke in the 
way of forming implemints and thear is no other man of his purfishtion of worke in teen miles Around that we can get 
enory worke Dun to carry on our farmes and al so A large number of wimin and little Children that is left A lone with thear 
little farmes and can not get A long with daut his Kind of Worke to assist them and we do not no what will becum of this 
sextion of Country with daut him for he has bin our Defenances for A great minny years be foure the war and it does seime 
like it is mposible to house the presen crop and sae our small rane with dut his work surch as carte wheels and black smith 
worke we do greally stand in need of surch worke rite at this time he is A furst rate workman and all ways has dun his duty 
So far as was able his helth is vary sorry he can not stand the Exspaeser of the wither nor never cold and all so his wife is 
not Able to do enny thing for her self and two vary small children so we all umblely beg you for him as we will all Enshuer 
you that he 1s five or teen times the youse to the country at home that he cold be in the army he is now clost to 45 years old 
and has all wavs bin A faithful workman So we all do umbly beg you to Sind him back to your Suferrin frinds Yours moist 
respecfully your umble servients All the ___ sieniers 1s widows and Sahalders Wives and A great minny moer that I can 
not see at this time and thar ar all Dependin on him for sirch worke as tha are bund to have to carry on thear little farmes 
and if he can not cum back tha will all be bound to cum to sarve to death for tha can not make enn thing at all 


Tilday Taylor 
Sally Curl 

Anzy Braswell 
Mary? Killebrew 
Edney Gardner 
Nancy Moore 
Zadia Williams 
Lelia Proctor 
Martha H Curl 
Nancy Long 
Mourning Weaver 
Sally Ann Robbins 
Polly Taylor 
Nancy Davis/Daws? 
Elizabeth Ruffin 
Elizabeth Curl 
Martha Long 
Amandra M. Stallings 
Margaret Moore 
Polly Proctor 
Elizabeth Price 
Sally Killibrew 
Jane Wells 

Milley Moore 
Nancy Price 

Mary H. Taylor 


Hilvard Silyard S. Tayloror Witness 
witness Jesse Prise 


Contributed by J. Robert Boykin. Transcribed as closely as possible from photocopy of the original by Sue E. Powell 


Nancy Thomas 
Catherin Robbins 
Chrisia Taylor 
Harriet Daws 

Nancy Flood 

Beadia Dixon 
Roxany Taylor 
Suesen Daws 

Caty Winn 

Polly Williams 
Mary lieser Freeman 
Suesen Lawson/Lewper? 
Elizabeth Williams 
Harnt Proctor 
Mandy Turner 
Elizabeth Jackson 
Leweaser Boesman/Bozman? 
Betsy Braswell 
Elizabeth Worsley 
Polly Hill 

Polly Dautchridge 
Mary Armstrong 
Anza Proctor 
Cinder Hargrove 
Evilinir Robbins 
Patsy Flood 
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Nathaniel Gay Petition - Who were the signers? submitted by Sue Evans Powell 


This petition is somewhat unique in that it was prepared, signed, and submitted by women. I became curious about these women 
and tried to identify them in the 1860 Federal Census of Edgecombe County. The task became somewhat easier when I observed 
that they lived in close proximity to one another as evidenced by the household numbers ranging from number 266 through 508. 

When one considers that these fifty-two women represent forty-eight households out of two hundred forty-three, one can imagine 
the economic and social impact of this percentage of homes without men to sustain them. In addition. the writer stated that there 
were a “great many more” that she could “not see” at that time. If it is reasonable to speculate that this number is representative of 
the rest of this geographic area, one can contemplate the hardships endured at home. So much of our thoughts regarding the war 
years are about the battles and military life that the men experienced. We can only imagine the battles fought and hardships en- 
dured by the soldiers’ families at home. 

Listed below are what appear to be the listings in the 1860 census of the signers of the petition. When the head of the household 
was a woman, I looked at the 1850 Federal Census of Edgecombe County to see if I could identify her husband. A explanation for 
being unable to find a person listed in the 1860 Census could have been that she married or moved into Edgecombe County after 
the census was collected or that a nickname was used on the petition. All census information was taken from the abstracts pub- 
lished by Stephen E. Bradley, Jr. 


Nathaniel Gay-household #345/322. Nathan Gay 40 mechanic, Sally 38, Fenner C. 5. Cornelia 3 
Tilday Taylor 
Sally Curl-household #347/324 . Sally Curl 72 farmer, Elisabeth Curl 35, Nancey 34, Martha H. Curl 32; Robert Long 24 
Anzy Braswell-possibly in household #381/356. Thos. P. Braswell 25 farmer, Angelany 60 (?), Laney 17, John D. 15 
Mary Killebrew-household #353. John J. Killebrew 31 farmer, Mary A. 28; John Sessoms 13, Mary 12 
Edney Gardner-household #370/345. Edney Gardner 45 seamstress, Zilla 18, Henry C. 16, Sally A. 12 
1850 Census: Briton Gardner 32 mechanic. Ediney 35; Angalina Ethridg 23: J. W. Gardner 12, Henry 7, Zilla 9, Sally 4 
Nancy Moore-household #3 14/292. David Moore 55 farmer, Nancy 54, Nancy 30, Christina 20, Mary A. E. 17, David 15, Caroline 
Sa 12 
Zadia Williams 
Lelia Proctor-possibly household #3 15/293. John J. Proctor 50(30?) farmer. Leer 33; Mary E. Armstrong ?, Joanna 11, Thomas D. 
8: Alice C. Proctor 4, Vashti 1 
Martha H. Curl (see Sally Curl) 
Nancy Long-household #453/423. Robt. Long 27 farm laborer, Nancey 23, William A. 4, Mary 20 
Mourning Weaver-household #346/323. William D. Weaver 31 (occupation not stated), Mourning 30, Sarah F 2: Mary A. 
Daughtry 7 
Sally Ann Robbins-household #4 13/386. Willie Robbins 24 farmer, Sally 24. Charles R. 2, John L. 2/12; Ferebe Williams 11(16?) 
Polly Taylor-(see Mary Taylor as Polly was sometimes a nickname for Mary) 
Nancy Davis/Daws? 
Nancy Davis-household #465/435. Nancy Davis 40, Evelina H. 17; John Sidney 13 
Nancy Daws-household #330/307. John Daws 51 farmer, Nancy 40, Wells 17, Dilla 15, Nancey 13 
Nancy Daws-household #351/328. Nancy Daws 56 farmer, Margarett 28, Susan 26, Harriett 25. Caroline 23, W. B. 21 m, 
James R. 18, Alferd G. 16 
Elizabeth Ruffin-household #336/313. Sam Ruffin 29 farmer, Charity 25, Elizabeth 48 
Elizabeth Curl (see Sally Curl) 
Martha Long-household #356/332. Exum Long 60 farmer, Martha 47, John 25, Lovett 10 
Amandra M. Stallings-household #411/384. Philip Stallings 30 farmer, Amanda 30, John 4, Meedy 4 
Margaret Moore-household #322/300. Doctor R A Moore 27 farmer, Margarett 26. George 6, Milly A. 4. Elisabeth 1: 
Polly Griffin 70 
Polly Proctor-possibly household #459/429. Richard Proctor 30 farmer, Dolly 28, Fred 9, Sally A. 7. Irving 5, Lindsey 3 
Elizabeth Price-household #348/325. Jesse Price 62 farmer, Elizabeth 56 
Sally Killibrew 
Jane Wells- possibly household #277/258. John B. Wells farmer, Charity J. 30, Susan A. 7, Elisabeth J. 5. Willie H. 3 
Milley Moore-household #321/299. Milley Moore 86 farmer. Susamea 48, Milly 37. Elisabeth 36 
1850 Census: Theopelus Moore 69 farmer, Milly 73, Susan 35, Milly 32, D. R. A. 15 m farmer 
Nancy Price-household #349/326. William Price 35 farmer, Nancy 30; William Gay 19, George Scott 7; John Price 5/12 
Mary H. Taylor-Mary H. was not found. See Hilliard Taylor, and there was an entry for 
Mary D.-household #443/415. John D. Taylor 36 farmer. Mary D. 36, Jas. H. 12, John D. 8. Susan A. 6, William G. 4, 
Rufus E. 1; Ja__ Bozman 21; Jane Taylor 40, Mary 71 
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Petition Signers, Continued 


Nancy Thomas-household #431/403. Nancey Thomas 73 farmer, Prisca 50,; Elisabeth 30, Martha A. 17, Mary E. 16. John H. 19, 
George 19 
1850 Census: Nancy Thomas 62 farmer. Scylla 41, Wm. H. 30 farmer. Mary 33. Josiah 26. Thomas Proctor 26 (no occu- 
pation listed), Harriet 23, Elizabeth 20; John Thomas [surname] 9. Mary E. 6. Sarah J. 4: Kindred C. Pope 26 
teacher & lawyer 
or household #455/425. Theo. Thomas 46 farmer, Nancey 34. Robt. W. 21. Redden W. 20 farmer. Martha Barefoot 26 
domestic 
Catherin Robbins-household #344/321. Isaac Robbins 23 farm laborer. Catharine 22 
Chrisia Taylor-possibly household #440/412. Lucretia Taylor 47 farmer. R. H.18 m, B.B. 21 f, Mary E. 16, Cromwell 23 
1850 Census: Lucretia Taylor 46 farmer, Martha 22, J.B. 20 m farmer, John N. 16 farmer, Cromwell 14 farmer. 
Bashaba 12, Redmond 11, Mary L. 7 
Harriet Daws-household #339/316. Miles Daws 30 farmer. Harriet 29. Henrietta 1 
Nancy Flood-household #290/269. John W. Flood laborer, Nancey 18. Elisha 11/12 
Beadia Dixon-household #308/286. Jesse Dixon 54 farmer. Beadia 50, Elisabeth 17, Mary A. 16, George 12. Caroline 9, 
Martha A. 7 
Roxany Taylor 
Suesen Daws-household #351/328. See Nancy Daws above. 
Caty Winn-possibly household #283/264. John Winn 29 (no occupation listed), Catharine 28, James Robert 2, Thomas 9/12 
Polly Williams-household #337/314. James Williams 52 farmer. Polly 38. James H. 17, Wesley 15, Jordan F. 12, Levi A. 9, 
Willie 5, Della 5, Mary E. 5/12 
Mary Lieser Freeman 
Suesen Lawson/Lewper(?) 
Elizabeth Williams-household #398/373. Henry Williams 49 cooper, Elisabeth 25, Blount 22 (no occupation listed) 
Harrit Proctor-household #432/404. Harriett Proctor 33. Lucey A. 9,Caroline 8, Della 7, Ellen 6, Geo. W. 5, Sally 3, 
Josiah 32 (no occupation listed), Mary 35 
1850 Census: See Nancy Thomas household 
Mandy Turner-household #438/410. Henry Turner 39 farmer, Amanda 25, Margaret 10, Jesse 7, Zilla 5. Wm. H. 3, Francis 3/12 f 
Elizabeth Jackson-household #423/395. Elizabeth Jackson 45, Mary B. 23 
1850 Census: Wm. Jackson Sr. 65 farmer, Elizabeth 35, Owen 16 laborer. Wm. 14, Mary 13. Amos 12 
or possibly household #427/399. Betsey Jackson 45, Mahalia 18 
Leweaser Boesman/Bozman? 
Betsy Braswell-possibly household #335/312. Isaac Braswell 60 farmer. Elisabeth 44, Polly 25, Patsey 21, Asberry 20. 
Pernette 18 f, Francis 16 f, John D. 15. Elisabeth 14, Jener 12 f. Crissa 10 f. George 8, Jesse 6, Milly 3; 
Redden Williams 23 laborer 
or possibly household #3 13/291. Susan Braswell 25 farmer, Elisabeth Braswell 55, John 21 (no occupation listed). 
Bennit 19, Bushrod 18, Sally 17, Thomas 2 
or possibly household #274/255. Thomas J.Braswell 37 farmer, Elisabeth 33, Margarett A. 12, Queen Esther 10, 
John Lindrey 8, Isaac C. 5. Annir 3 f; Robt. J. Williams 17 
Elizabeth Worsley-household #542/505. William Worsley 71 farmer, Elisabeth 68, Redden 44 (no occupation listed), 
Martha A. 16, Mary E. 25, Louisa 27, Will 35 (no occupation listed) 
Polly Hill 
Polly Dautchridge-possibly household #415/387. Alferd Daughtridge 31, Mary 31 31, Thos. L. 6, Willie 3, Mary A. 1 
(Sometimes Polly was a nickname for Mary.) 
Mary Armstrong-household #416/388. Columbus Armstrong 22 farm laborer, Mary 15 
or household #315/293. John J. Proctor (see Lelia Proctor above) 
Anza Proctor-possibly household #442/414. Absalom Proctor 40 farmer. Angelana 43, Berthana 14, Margarett J. 12, Sally A. 9, 
Zabra G. 6 f. Anzelana 1 f; Joshua Lee [surname] 17 laborer 
Cinder Hargrove-household #475/445. Henry Hargrave 34 farmer, Lucinda 34, Mary A. 8, Will H. 3, Lucey 1 
Evilina Robbins-household #298/277. John W. Robbins 52 farmer, Louisa 39. Evelina 23, Martha 22, Mahalia 14, Geo. W. 12. 
Christania 10, Delila 9, Harnett 6, Alexander 3 
or household #383/358. Thomas Robbins 24 farm laborer. Evelina 22 
Patsy Flood-household #287/268. Obediah Flood 56 laborer. Patsey 52. Joanna 14, Martha 12, Charles 9, Fanny 6 
Hilyard Silyard S. Tayloror-household #343/320. Hilliard Taylor 41 Baptist Minister, Mary M. 33, Johnathan J. 17. Nancey J. 13. 
Mills A. 11 m. Cornelius 9, Jesse B. 7, Mary C. 3, Frankey A. 5 f, William D. 1 
Jesse Prise-household #348/325. Jesse Price 62 farmer. Elisabeth 56 
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A Member's Tree 


We recently invited members who live away from the Wilson | 1-- Wary Lewls ROCEBLLE-69 (1922) 
County area to tell us how they are connected with local fami- so-Karvin Bruce SPRNCR-160 (19°8-1969 
lies. Here is a descendancy chart from member Sloan Mason of | ~ f- Willsam DIPRER SPBBCR-159 (2944) 
Fayetteville. GA which shows her connections with Raper. 


Lamm, Boykin and other families. Come see us. Sloan! 


1-- Henry RAPBR-894 
2-- Robert RAPER-873 (1757-1836) 
Bp-Wancy-883 (1761-1842) 
j-- RAPBR-884 (1784) 
~ RAPER-885 (1786) 
~ RAPER-86 {1787-1800} 
~ RAPBR-887 (1789-1800) 
~ RAPRR-888 (1790-1800 
~ RAPBR-889 (1792-1800) 
~- John RAPBR-890 {1794-1862} 
" “Blizabeth SASSBR-695 
}-- Martin RAPSR-691 (1797-1660) 
sp-Nancy Jane-§56 
}-- Blizabeth RAPBR-892 (1801) 
8p-STANCILL-€97 
j++ Robertson RAPBR-B5$ (1802-1850) 
Sp-RAPER-860 { -1839) 
4-- Joseph RAPBR-86) (1822! 
Sp-Sally WBLLONS-674 
++ Nary RAPBR-875 
§-- Joho RAPRR-876 
5+- Patsy RAPRR-877 
p-Hancy-872 
4-- RAPER-862 (1824) 
4-- RAPER-B63 (1826) 
4-- Robert D. RAPBR-864 (1829) 
sp-Mancy WATSON-879 
gp-Catherine BOYEIN-680 
4-- Calvin RAPRR-865 (1830 
sp-Blizabeth SULLIVAR-88) 
4-- Sarah RAPRR-866 [1832] 
4-- William RAPBR-86§ {1835} 
sp-Celia- 88? 
4-- Louisa RAPGR-B69 (1837 
4-- RAPBR-87) (1838) 
sp-Clara MOORB-871 
4-- Lawrence Thomas RAPRR-846 (1846-1909) 
8p-Bliza WOODARD-847 (1847-1921 
S-- Calvin Robert RAPBR-846 (1866) 
5-- Sallie Ann RAPRR-B49 (1869) 
$p-Jobn C. PARKBR-854 
§-- Mary Elien RAPRR-71 (1872-1943) 
sp-Lewis Ruffin LANK-70 (1869-1902 
§-- Leland $. LAMM-465 (1893-1931) 
§-- Pear] LAMM-466 
b-- Lula Clell LAWM-66 (1899-1979 
$p-James Marvin ROCHBLLE $r.-58 (1857-1980) 
7-- Janes Marvin ROCHELLE Jr.-67 (1920-1996) 
sp-Barbara Wood PATTERSON-965 (1924-1971) 
§-- Mary Dillon ROCHRLLE-966 (1944) 
sp-Willian ROBBRTS-1327 
§-- Allan ROBBRTS-1328 
§-- Meredith ROBRRTS-1325 
§-- Barbara Clell ROCHBLLR-967 (1945) 
§-- Janes Marvin ROCHRLLE T11.-968 (195) 
§-- Anna Patterson ROCERLLR-$69 (1951! 


° * . . ° 
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| sp- a Blizabeth BARDY-1654 
| -- Bligabeth Hardy SPRNCB-1655 (1967) 
| bay ROCEBLLB SPRNCE-1656 (1973) 
| sp-Jeftrey Daniel JOHNSON- 1657 
| sp-Signa Faye ROBRRTS- 1658 
§-- Julie Suzanna SPBNCR-1659 (1977) 
§-- Willian ROBERTS SPRNCS-1660 (1984) 
B-- Bilen SLOAN SPBHCB-161 (1955) 
sp-Manfred MASON-653 (1951) 
3-- Shelly SLOAN MASON-654 11984) 
j-- Michael Charbes MASON-655 (1985) 
| ?-- Liston Lawrence ROCHBLLE-68 (1923-1945) 
| §-- Lona Virginia DAMN=1053 (3900-1903) 
| §-- Lewis Marlon LAMN-467 
| Sp-Stever Nanie LAMN-468 (1879-1324) 
§-- Rogenond LAMM-465 
S-- Winnie Mizar RAPRR-B5C (2674 
$o-Thomas Benjamin BOYRIN-855 (1959-1334) 
j-- Lennie Blizar RAPBR-651 (1874 
$p- BROWN 856 
j++ Noah Milford RAPBR-852 (1875 
§-- Polly Frances RAPBR-653 (1877) 
j-- Henry RAPER-893 (1806) 
Sp-RAPBR-896 
$p-Any JOBNSON-895 


([Editor: as space permits, we will be pleased to include similar 
charts. These will be scanned for inclusion in the newsletter so 
please ensure that your document is clearly printed. Time con- 
straints do not allow us to retype submissions.] 


HENRY HOLLAND HORN 


| Henry Holland Horn, born 1800, son of Wm Horn and wife 

| Nancy, was living in Nash County on September 30, 1821, 

| when he received from his grandfather Henry Holland a deed of 
| gift of 180 acres lying in Nash and Edgecombe Counties on 
White’s Bloomery Road adjoining John Morris, Barnes. Jordan. 
and Bloomery Swamp, witnessed by William Horn and E. Hol- 

| land. On December 25, 1821. Henry Horn of Nash County sold 

| to Ambrose R. Oliver of Edgecombe County for $650.00 a tract 
| of 180 acres on White’s Bloomery Road, etc., witnessed by 

| Isaac F. Moore and William Horn. 

| On November 10, 1834. Henry H. Horn. Micajah Midgett, B. 
|G. H. B. Avery, Benjamin S. Brooks, James S. B. Brooks. and 

| Joseph W. Brooks posted a bond of $1,000.00 with Josiah O. 

_ Watson in Johnston County. 

From Hugh Johnston Horn Family Notes 








| 
_ Automobile License Plate recently observed in Wilson: 
IDIG4FUN 
and on the license plate frame: 
Genealogists Collect Dead Relatives 
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Power of Attorney / Pension Abstracts sumitted by Grace Turner 


POWER OF ATTORNEY 


State of North Carolina 
Know all men by these presents that I William Merit of the County of Nash and State aforesaid 
have for divers good causes and valuable Consideration me hereunto moving named constituted and 
appointed and by these presents do name constitute ordain and appoint my trusty fnends William Daniel 
and Jacob Cain of the County of Wilkes and Green in the State of Georgia my tme and lawfull attorneys 
for me and in my name and to my use to obtain from the State Gerogia aforesaid a Patent or Grant for 
a Tract of land lying and being in Franklin County in said State situate on the waters of the Occonie River 
containing two hundred and eighty seven and one half acres which land was allowed by the State 
aforesaid to John Boyd for his Services during the last Warr and to whom a warrant for the aforesaid 
quantity of Land was granted to the said John Boyd and by the said John Boyd sold to me and which land 
was at my instance Surveyed by Ezekiel Accffet(?) recours to the warrant and planns of Survey being had 
giving and granting unto my said attorneys or either of them my full and sole power and authority to use 
and exercise all such acts and things in the law as may be necessary for obtaining in my name a legal 
Title to the aforesaid tract of Land and the same having obtained from the State to have recorded in the 
Secretarys office and registred in the office of the Register of the County of Franklin or so to perfect the 
Title thereof that the fee Simple in the aforesaid tract of Land may be vested in me and the same having 
perfected in my name to inventory and at my proper costs to pay taxes for and finally to do all and every 
thing necessary to be done in and about the premises as fully and effectually as I myself might or could 
do were I personally present, Hereby ratifying and confirming whatsoever my said attorneys or either of 
them shall or may lawfully do in about the premises - In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal this second day of February 1790. 
Signed Sealed and 
delivered in presence of W™ Mermtt (Seal) 
PaCollier Wie eg ae 
R. Sheppard patkiee ts fies 


4, 408 
ea 





Source: Powers of Attorney, Secretary of State Papers. $.S.832. Folder: 1. 


REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION ABSTRACTS 


WILLIAM BAKER: Buly - N.C. Line. Soldier appl. 11 Aug. 1833, Nash Co., N. C. age 76, B. 29 Mar. 
1757 Nash Co., N. C. & enl. there, wid. appl. 11 Nov. 1844, Nash Co. Sol. died in June 1842, marned 
in 1783 or thereabouts, Gearmon D. Langley states wid. raised him but relationship not stated & his aged 
was 78 in 1844, and Elizabeth Langley states she was married in 1788 & that sol. marned Buly Bottoms 
about 1 mth after she married & she also states that sol's son W™ Baker married her daug. Charity 
Langley, sol's son Duncan Baker was aged 60 in 1852 & signs P(ower) O(f) A(ttomey) also states wid. 
d. 7 June 1846 & that his parents married 8 Sept. 1788. 

FREDERICK DANIEL: N.C. Line. Appl. 25 Oct. 1832 Pike Co., Ga. aged 77, sol. enl. in Nash Co., 
N. C., sol. was B. in Mar. 1755 in Brunswick Cty, Va., sol. had moved to Ga. in 1795. 

JOHN EVINS: N.C. & Va. Line, appl. 6 Nov. 1832 Jackson Cty, Ga. aged 75, sol. enl. in Southampton 
Cty, Va. & later moved to Nash Cty, N. C. & also enl. there, sol. was b. 16 July 1757, after Rev. War 
sol. lived in Nash Co., N. C. & in 1800 moved to Jackson Cty, Ga. a son David Evins appl. 28 July 1858 
in Habersham Cty, Ga. but was a res. of Jackson Cty, Ga. at which time sol. was dec'd (date not stated). 


Source: Genealogical Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files, by White. 
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One Snowy 
Christmas Eve 





'Twas the night before Christmas and out on the ranch 
The pond was frozen over and so was the branch 
The snow was piled up belly deep to a mule; 
The kids were all home on vacation from school, 
And happier young folks you never did see, 

Just sprawled around a-watching TV. 

Then suddenly some time around eight o'clock 
There came a surprise that gave them a shock; 
The power went off, the TV went dead! 

When Grandpa came in from out in the shed 
With an armload of wood, the house was all dark 
"Just what I expected," they heard him remark. 
"Them REA wires must be down from the snow. 
Seems sorter like times on the ranch long ago.” 
"T'll hunt up some candles," said Mom. "With their light 
And the fireplace, | reckon we'll make out all night." 
The teenagers all seemed enveloped in gloom, 
Then Grandpa came back from a trip to his room, 
Uncased his old fiddle and started to play 
That old Christmas song about bells on a sleigh. 
Mom started to sing, and the first thing they knew 
Both Pop and kids were all singing, too! 

They sang Christmas carols, they sang "Holy Night," 
Their eyes all a-shining in the ruddy firelight. 
They played some charades Mom recalled from youth, 
And Pop read a passage from God's Book of Truth. 
They stayed up till midnight, and would you believe 
Those youngsters agreed 'twas a fine Christmas Eve! 
Grandpa rose early, sometime before dawn, 
And when the kids awakened, the current was on. 
“The REA sure got the line repaired quick,” 
Said Grandpa—and no one suspected his trick; 
Last night, for the sake of some old-fashioned fun 
He had pulled the main switch—the ol'-son-of-a-gun! 


Author unknown 


Submitted by Grace Turner 


en ne ET 
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October 28, 1997 Minutes 


The Wilson County Genealogical Society met October 28, 
1997, at the Wilson County Public Library with Henry Powell, 
president, presiding. There were 18 members present. | 
Announcement: | 

A report was given on the Pitt County Family Researchers 
Family Reunion attended by approximately 88 persons. There 
was some discussion about the possibility of WCGS having one | 
in 1998. 
Old business: | 

It was necessary to cancel the fall tour of lower Edgecombe 
County (presently the eastern part of Wilson County) since reser- | 
vations received would not cover the cost of the bus. A reporter 
for the Wilson Daily Times had planned to be on the tour and to 
write a feature article about it. Henry Powell and Betty Reason 
carried Keith Barnes on a personal tour from which he wrote the 
article which appeared in the WDT on Saturday, October 18. | 

The possibility of rescheduling the tour in early spring was | 
discussed. Suggestions were made to place an advertisement in | 
WDT and to include surnames. 

Two of our books, 1860 Census and Cemeteries III, are cur- 
rently out of print. The board has authorized the reprinting of 50 
copies of each. That will be done soon. 

The Internal Revenue Service is working on our request for 
federal tax exempt status. There has been an acknowledgment of | 
the application stating that it would likely take 4 months, fol- 
lowed by a phone call for some information and a questionnaire | 
for additional information. A response has been prepared and 
mailed. 

Balloting for the officers for 1998 was done by paper ballots | 
which were collected and counted by Deborah Mitchell. The vote | 
was unanimous for the slate as presented: | 


| 


President Sue Powell | 
Vice-president Carroll Arthur 
Secretary/Treasurer Henry Powell 

Board Jesse Joyner 


New Business: 

The board of Wilson County Public Library has considered 
three proposals regarding expansion of their facilities and has 
decided to request funds from the county commissioners to en- 
large the present building. However, the county commissioners 
have stated that there not has been expressed to them by the 
county citizens a need for an expansion. As far as they can tell, 
the library is meeting the needs of its users. It was suggested that 
our members contact their county commissioners to express their 
feelings for the need for more space. To facilitate that, the 
names, addresses, and phone numbers of the commissioners will 
be included in the next issue of Trees. | 

The State Genealogy Library has been contacted regarding do- 
nation of a copy of Hugh Johnston’s family records. Lee Albright | 
felt that she should clear it with Archives, and we are waiting an | 
answer from her. In relation to this project, membership help in 
the copying of the records was again requested. 

The November meeting is the annual meeting of WCGS. At | 
that time, written reports are due from the officers and commit- 
tee chairs to be given at the meeting and to be filed with the min- | 





utes. 

The minutes of the September meeting were approved as re- 
ported in the October newsletter. The treasurer’s report was 
given stating a beginning balance on September 21, 1997. of 


| $4,426.22, receipts of $1.098.98, expenditures of $546.27. with a 
closing balance of $4,978.93 on October 27, 1997. (A promo- 


tional mailing of They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who 


| Went to Other States along with a list of our other publications 


has produced sales of all of our books.) 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned for 
a report by Sarah Scott Kirby on her research about Wayne 
County in the Civil War period. After she spoke, everyone was 


| invited to have refreshments which she had brought. Henry Pow- 


ell’s computer was available for members to view the expanded 


| Wilson County Connections file. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Evans Powell 
Secretary/Treasurer 


| ZION’S LANDMARK OBITUARIES - VOL. 27, 
NO. 22 - OCTOBER 1, 1894 


_MRS. MARY HAYS 


On the 10th of May, 1893. the Angel of Death stole quietly 


| into the home of our brother, N. T. Hays, in Wilson Co. N. C.., 
_ and bore the spirit of his beloved wife to her long home. Sister 


Hays was the daughter of William and Exiline Lucas, and was 
born August 20th, 1833, making her stay on earth 59 years. 8 
months and 20 days. In June 1853 she was married to N. T. 
Hays. with whom she lived happily until the Lord saw fit to take 
her to her final rest. Sister Hays united with the Primitive Bap- 


| tist church at Black Creek, Wilson Co. N. C., and was baptized 


by Elder W. W. Barnes. She was the mother of 12 children, 8 of 


| whom (all grown) together with her aged husband and 29 
| grand-children besides many other relatives and friends are left 


to mourn their loss. She lived to see three of her children unite 
with the church she loved, and worship the God she so often 
spoke of in sweet and comforting words. On the 10th of May. 
1893, she retired, feeling as well as she had done in a long time. 
and when her husband wakedthe next a. m., he found her lying 
on her side with one hand under her head, peacefully sleeping . 
with a smile of joy on her countenance. “Asleep in Jesus.” Sister 
Hays was always at church meeting whenever able to be carried, 
ready to speak of the goodness of the God whom she loved to 
serve and tell of his tender mercies. She loved to have the 
brethren visit her, and never seemed happier than when with 
them. A kind loving wife, a gentle mother. and a true friend is 
gone. In her death we have sustained a great loss. Folded are the 
busy hands, silent are the lips that made joy in the household. 
But God knoweth best. He has taken but his own to dwell with 


| him in a fairer, brighter home. We hope the lonely husband and 


children may be enabled to look to God for comfort. He can heal 
our sorrows, and tell of a joyful re union in Heaven. 
A.J. M. 
submitted by Clarice Mills 
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Miscellaney Members 


William & Mary Quarterly 1883-1922, is now a searchable 
on-line database at http://www.jsto.org/journals/ 
00435597.html. This is an essential reference tool for anyone 
with Virginia ancestors. 

Genealogies of Virginia Families (CD). The entire contents 0 
the five volumes of Genealogies of Virginia Families (1981), 
plus all family history articles from the Virginia Magazine of 
History and Biography (1893-1977). Contains information on 
over 300 families and 75,000 individuals. $49.95 + $3.50 s/h 
from Genealogical Publishing Company, 1001 N. Calvert St, 
Baltimore, MD 21202-3897. Tel 1-800-296-6687. hppt:// 
www.genealogical.com. Ask for a copy of their free catalog. 
Medieval & Early Modern English Deeds. Harvard Law 
School Manuscript Library._hppt://www.law.harvard.edu/li- 
brary/guides/deeds/. 

Militory Service information for a deceased family member, 
WW or later. National Personnel Records Center, 9700 Page 
Blvd, St. Louis, MO 63132. http://www.gopher.nara.gov/nara/ 

c/nprc.html 

Burial location of Military Personnel (1861-present). The 
Cemetery Service, National Cemetery System, Veterans Ad- 
ministraation, 810 Vermont Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20422. 
Covers cemeteries under federal jurisdiction. 

Web Sites for Local Genealogy Societies. Want information 
from another society? http:/www.usgenweb.org. 

Colonial Passenger Lists. over 375 ships listed on 


http://www. primenet.com/!langford 


STEPHEN EASON 


Stephen Eason, son of Isaac and Mary Eason of Pitt 
County, North Carolina, was born on January 12, 1758/59. In 
the Dobbs County Census of 1790 he was listed with himself, 
four males under sixteen, three females, and three slaves. He 
married Rebecka Dupree, daughter of Sterling Dupree and 
wife Susan . She was born on April 26, 1766. Stephen 
Eason apparently lived in the northwestern corner of what is 
now Greene County, North Carolina. Unfortunately, the 
records for the period of his residence there were destroyed in 
a Court House fire. 

Children of Stephen and Rebecca Eason: 
1. William Eason was born on February 23, 1784. 
2. John Eason 
3. Theophilus Eason 
4. Clara Eason married Joseph Thigpen. 
5. Frances Eason married Joshua C. Thigpen. 
(Editors note: Below are hand written notes which were 
added later by Hugh B. Johnston.) 
J. P. in County 
Major of Militia 
1816 Greene Co. Tax List, Capt. Mercer’s District 
Said to have had 6 sons & 7 daughters 





Hugh Johnston Eason Family records 





Changes 

Rufus Swain, New E-Mail Address: rswain@simflex.com. Sur- 
name update: Gardner, Swain. 

Bill Murphy. Died beginning of November. Noted compiler of 
Dobbs County material. His papers will be placed in ECU Library. 
New Members 

William T. Graves, 101 N. Tryon St, Ste. 1900, Charlotte, NC 
28246. 910-377-8323. 

Thomas M. Green. 2111 Laurel Springs, Kingwood, TX 77339. 
Donna W. Kemp, 104 S. Turnage Street, Farmville. NC 27828. 
919-753-4895. E-mail: rickykemp/@sprintmail.com. Surnames: 
Kemp, Hales, Daniels. 

W. Frank Sharpe, 1103 Peachtree Place, Wilson NC 27896. Tel: 
291-7796. Surnames: Sharpe. Albright 

Connie Jo Stott, 8523 Healthy Plains Church Rd., Sims NC 
27880 

Terry Thomas, 4710 Loch Katrine Court, Houston. TX 77084. 


[Editor: It is time for current members to renew their member- 
ship. Please send your check for $15 (single) or $20 (joint). If 
you have joined since October 1 of this year, your membership 
will continue through all of 1998. Under the bylaws of the Soci- 
ety, your name will be removed from the mailing list if member- 
ship is not renewed by the end of January.] 


Current Membership Report 

Membership November 15 163 

There are members from 22 states. 

North Carolina leads with 110 members, Virginia has 10, Florida 
and Texas each have 6 members. 

New and renewals for 1998 to date 24 


Genealogy is a strange hobby in which you confuse the dead and 


irritate the living. When you get it all together you forget where 
you put it. I think my ancestors had "bad heir" days. I want to find 
ALL of them. So far I've only got a few thousand. Help! I'm stuck 
in my family tree and can't get down. My genes are faded. 

You know you're a redneck when your family tree is a straight 
line. Ain't this fun. Every answer creates two more problems. 


November Quiz - Who was it named for? (part 3) 


Name the persons or thing for whom these localities were named 
1. Dickinson's Branch 

2. Driver's Store 

3. Dunn's Crossroads 

4. Eatman's Mill 

5. Farmer's Branch 

6. Farmer's Crossroads 

October answers: 

1. Clifton Parker 

. Stephen Cobb, about 1784 (now Wiggins Mill) 
. Cotechney Indian Town in present Greene Co. 

. David Daniels, formerly Cobbs Mill 

. Ross Deans 

_ Arthur & Abraham Dew 


Wh 


Gs CAS 
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WCGS Publications Order Form 


ieee Wilson County Connections: a gedcom file for computer 
___ They Moved Away - North Carolinians Who Went to genealogy programs (PAF, Brother's Keeper, Kith & Kin, others) 
Other States. (59 pages, perfect binding. A manuscript from the of over 8500 Wilson County individuals from the earliest settlers, 
files of Hugh B. Johnston, edited and indexed by Grace W. all linked by birth or marriage. $10.00 

Turner. September 1997). $15.00 ____ Trees of Wilson. Back issues of the Newsletter from 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1860 (includes | 1/1992. Price varies with issue. We invoice then ship upon re- 

all six schedules; every name index; 221 pages; Perfect binding; | ceipt of payment. Issues wanted? 
abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by Reese Ferrell and Joan L. | Wilson County Maps 

Howell, May 1993) $25.00 ____ Historical Map: old county lines, waterways, early roads, 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Census of 1870 (includes | towns & post offices, township boundaries. Edited by Sue E. 

all five schedules; every name index; 390 pages; Perfect binding; | Powell from a Hugh Johnston map. $5.00 

abstracted by Joan L. Howell, edited by Reese Ferrell and JoanL.|___ Confederate Field Map #1. N-S, Virginia line to Tarboro, 
Howell, March 1994) $25.00 W-E, Whitakers to Murfreesboro. Geographic details, extensive 
___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume | (244 | names of residents. From NC Archives. $5.00 

cemeteries; 5,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 257 pages; Perfect|___ Confederate Field Map #2. Continuation of #1 above, S. to 
binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited by Sue Evans | Neuse River, W-E, Wilmington/Weldon RR to Washington, NC. 
Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, July 1993) $25.00 $5.00 

___ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume Il (75|__-~ Confederate Field Map #3. Enlarged portion of part of area 
cemeteries 5,900+ tombstone inscriptions; 389 pages; Perfect | covered by #2 above, similar details but other residents named. 
binding; compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited by Sue Evans | Includes Black Creek, Stantonsburg, Saratoga, Nahunta, 





Mitchell and Joan L. Howell, October 1993) $25.00 Pikeville, Speight's Bridge. $5.00 

_____ Wilson County, North Carolina, Cemeteries Volume Iil|___ Confederate Field Map #4. Continuation of map #3 above 
(121 cemeteries; 8,000+ tombstone inscriptions; 350 pages; |S. to Neuse River, includes Goldsboro. $5.00 

Perfect binding, compiled by Joan L. Howell, edited by Sue Evans|___ Town of Wilson, 1872. block by block details by E. B. 
Powell and Joan L. Howell, March 1995) $25.00 Mayo, redrawn by F. T. Green & Assoc. $5.00 





Payment and shipping: Shipping cost for each book is $2.50. Shipping costs for maps is $2.50 for 1-4 items. Add 6% sales tax for 


NC residents. Total of items ordered Shipping Sales Tax Total Enclosed 
Ship to: Street 

City State Zip 

Telephone: 


(1) Please enroll me as a member of WCGS. I enclose $15 for personal membership. (We will send details.) 
0 Please send a gift membership for WCGS & Trees to: 


We will send a gift letter in your name. 
Donor's Name 
This page may be photocopied if desired | 
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